
 
 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Study Guide  
Who is the first person to accept the Green Knight’s challenge? King Arthur 
Who chops off the head of the Green Knight? Sir Gawain 
Who is the jealous half sister of Arthur? Morgan Le Fay  
Who is the most beautiful woman in Camelot? Guinevere  
Who is the host of the castle? Bercilak de Hautdesert 
What is the name of the horse that Gawain rides? Gringolet  
Who tempts Gawain’s chastity? The Lady of the house/ Bercilak’s wife 
Who makes a challenge to Arthur and his court? The Green Knight 
What does the green belt symbolize? The excessive love of mortal life/ the toxic nature of sin 
What does Gawain wear it to symbolize? As a badge of his sin and shame 
What is an example of a motif? The contractual arrangements made for games and the games as well 
What type of work is Sir Gawain and the Green Knight? It is an Epic Poem 
What was the name of the author? The Pearl Poet or The Gawain Poet 
What is the point of view? Third Person Limited 
What time of year is it at the beginning of the poem? Christmas time  
What does the servant tell Gawain to do? To run away and not go near The Green Chapel  
What did Arthur demand before he would eat at the feast? A marvelous tale 
What color is the man who comes into the hall? Green 
What does the holly branch symbolize? Peace  
How does he state the terms of the game? As a legal agreement or binding contract 
What is the belt’s magical property?  It will keep the wearer alive  
What does the lady offer Gawain? A glove, a ring and a belt 
How is the Pentangle Star described? As an endless knot  
Who does Gawain pray to? Mary 
How does the host of the castle treat him? He treats him as a guest of honor 
What did the host hunt? Deer, boar, and fox 
Who is Gawain’s main foe in part three? The lady of the castle 
What are the terms of the game between Gawain and his host? That they will exchange winnings 
How is the lady of the house described? More fair than Guinevere 
How is the Green Chapel described? Like Hell on Earth 
What does Gawain do the first time the Green Knight brings the blade down? Flinches 
What injury does the Green Knight give Gawain? A nick 
How does Arthur treat Gawain after his journey? He honors him  
The Pentangle Star represents his senses, five fingers, fidelity, faith, and the five knightly virtues.  
The five knightly virtues are brotherly love, courtesy, piety and chastity.  
What does the theme of Gawain? Chivalry  
Who is the narrator of the poem? Unknown 
What was the poet suspected to be? An educated clerk 
What was his name? unknown or The Pearl Poet or The Gawain Poet 
Why was the taking of the belt shameful? It showed an attachment to life 
What does the Green Knight’s head do after he is decapitated? It continues to talk 
What happens after Gawain’s decapitation? He is not decapitated  
Who first accepts the challenge? King Arthur 
What relation is Gawain to Arthur? Nephew 
What was the intention of Morgan le Fay? To scare Guinevere to death 
What relationship is the Green Knight to the host? They are the same person 
What is the relationship of Morgan and Arthur? She is his half-sister  
What allusion takes place at the beginning of the poem? The poem alludes to The Iliad. 


