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Course Description:  

First and foremost, Speech and Drama is a performance class. Students will be expected to perform in groups and 

individually. Throughout the course students will be expected to deliver speeches as well as participate in dramatic 

activities.  

However, the intention of this class will be enhance student awareness of the process of communication. To achieve 

this goal we will study various types of speeches, engage in debate, and dabble in the performing arts.  

I expect this course to be fun and informative. We will have a good time, but expect to work.  

Expected Course Outcome:  

Students will… 

*develop, organize and perform narrative, argumentative, informative and persuasive speeches.  

*examine communication in understanding themselves and others.  

*develop leadership and time management skills. 

*learn about narrative, informative and persuasive writing and presentation.  

*learn the aspects of Technical Theater, Musical Theater, Choral Reading, Mime, and Stage Fighting.  

*learn the rules and guidelines of debate.  

*participate in solo and group activities.  

*analyze their own speaking skills as well as their peers. 

*participate in all class activities.  

Materials:  

College ruled notebook paper 

Pencils and Pens (blue and black only)  

4 x 6 Ruled Index Cards  

One Flash Drive 
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Important Assignments  

Unit Plans- Each student will receive a Unit Plan at the beginning of each unit. This will identify standards and 

provide students with a detailed calendar of class assignments, activities and due dates.  

Rubrics- For all assignments, rubrics will be provided at the beginning of each unit. They will describe what is 

expected in essays and performances. Your grade will be based upon the criteria provided in the rubric.  

Classwork- All assignments will be noted in the Unit Plan each student will receive prior to the start of a unit. We 

will attempt to do all assignments in class. However, the surest way to ensure that there is homework is to waste 

time in class. For example, due dates are important. You will have homework if an essay or speech is not finished 

before that date. It is important to be on task at all times. Because if we do, that will lead to… 

Friday Games- If we have time on Fridays we will have improv games on Fridays. Participation is expected as the 

winners of these games will likely receive bonus points.  

Notes-We will not use a textbook for this course, unless it is warranted. However, there will be portions of the class 

when students are expected to take notes. During note-taking classes, students are to write down the material on the 

board and stay focused on the task. There should be no talking during this time   

Essays- Most assignments will be worth 50 points. However, essays and test are worth 200 points each. Although I 

expect maximum effort for every assignment, essays should always be taken seriously. Essays in speech will be 

graded via performance rubric and will focus more on performance than grammar. However, this is not permission 

to be egregious.  

Speeches- We will do three major speeches in the class: narrative, informative and persuasive. We will alternate 

between manuscript and extemporaneous styles. All students are expected to participate.  

Theatre- We will do multiple units of theatre and drama based activities. Once again, all students are expected to 

participate. These assignments will often be silly and embarrassing, but it’s okay when we’re all involved and 

participating.  

Test- Test during the semester will also be worth 200 points. Test will largely be based upon performance and point 

from the rubric will be multiplied. Midterms and Finals, however will be worth 500.  

Extra Credit-There will be opportunities for bonus points in the class. I will also consider extra credit assignments 

as a means of makeup for missed assignments.  

Reading Challenge- I would like to foster a love for reading through this course. Because of this, I believe that 

students need to be able to read materials that interest them. Therefore, I would like for every one of my students to 

set a goal for 2 million words of recreational reading. This is considered class participation, however, it can affect 

grades. The goal is 1 million words per semester. The final grade for this assignment will be worth 300 points of the 

final grade. Students must read at least half a million words in order to achieve this score. Everything over that 

number will be calculated as extra points. If students do not reach the half million mark, it can have a negative 

impact as it conveys a lack of participation.    

Performance Based- This class is performance based and participation is encouraged and expected. I want to have 

fun. I want this class to be fun, but one way to ensure that it is not is to have a large group of complaining and 

judgmental teenagers who sit on their rear-ends and ridicule other students who are putting forward the effort. Don’t 

do that. It’s not you. It’s not our school, and it is certainly not this class. If it’s going to be a little embarrassing, let 

us all be embarrassed together. It is through this that we will develop trust in each other and create an environment 

that is both fun and productive.  

The Alternative- It is my hope to foster an environment in which everyone is comfortable. However, I do know 

how hard it can be for some of us. If there is truly a problem, come to me and we will seek a solution. I do allow 

speeches and performances to be given individually without the audience. There is a limit. Come to me before the 

performance and set up an appointment. I will help you.  

Google Classroom-  Some presentation based assignments will be done via Google Classroom. All assignments 

will be done in class. In order to sign into my class, students must have a school email address. The address will be a 

student’s school given login followed by @kansasps.com. My class codes are as follows: 4th Hour a0wr44e; 7th 

Hour: v93wfm9.  

Other Policies and Procedures:  



Reading assignments are considered preparation for class. Quizzes over assignments may be given without prior 

announcement.  

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to ask me for missed work. You have (1) day for each day missed to 

make up homework assignments. (i.e. (2) days missed = (2) days make-up time)  

Students are to respect one another and the classroom. The following behaviors will not be tolerated:  

Disruptive behavior 

Disrespect to school property 

Aggressive complaining  

Cellphones are prohibited in this class. I will take up phones at the beginning of the hour and return them by the end 

of class.  

The Use of Earbuds or headphones (They are not to be visible inside of my classroom) 

Communication 

Although parents are welcome to email me any time or call or visit during my plan period from 12:30-1:25, I will 

also be utilizing the remind101.com website as a means of communication with my students throughout the school 

year. I would also like to invite parents to join their child’s classroom communication in order to monitor their 

child’s homework. Parents for this class can sign up by texting the message: @Rm1drama to the number: 81010. 

(Note: The bulk of the work in this class will be accomplished within the classroom. Reminders for this class will 

likely consist of needed materials for projects and will likely occur with less frequency.)  

Discipline 

Any and all disruptive behavior may be considered grounds for administrative intervention. However, the usual 

procedure for my discipline will be the following.  

1. Student will receive a verbal warning.  

2. Student will receive lunch detention with sentences; until the sentences are completed. (Sentences may be 

completed at home, after the first detention.)  

3. Student will go the Principal’s office.  

Philosophy: 

I believe that education is an all inclusive effort. I believe that it is the teacher’s job to educate and inspire students 

to do their best. I believe that it is the student’s job to take responsibility for their own education and to realize that 

education is a privilege. I believe that it is the parent’s job to guide and motivate. I believe that we all must work 

together to achieve the ultimate goal in seeking what is best for the student.  

It is my goal to prepare students for the challenges that lie ahead and to enable students to reach their highest 

potential.  

I do assign a significant amount of work, but budgeting time is a necessary part of any person’s life. It is necessary 

that students begin learning how to do that now. However, I do also allow a significant amount of time in class to 

get the work completed. If you do your best and pay attention in class, listen to instruction, ask questions and use 

your time wisely, you will be helping yourself to achieve the best education possible.  

I, ____________________, have read and understand the course syllabus for Drama as stated above.  

 

Parent/Guardian: 

 

I, _____________________________ also have read the requirements and expectations for Mr. Pilcher’s English 

I course. I fully understand what Mr. Pilcher expects from my child for the 2019 – 2020 school year. 

 


