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Beowulf 

1-10 

1. What are the important qualities of Shild, and what thematic role does it play in the epic?  

Shild is the first example of a ring giving lord. His purpose is to show the benevolent nature of a true 

king. 

2. What is a Mead Hall? What is its purpose? What is the name of the Hall in this story, and who had it 

built? A mead hall is intended for the use of celebration. In the hall they drink and tell stories of past 

battles and glory.  Herot is the hall built by the great warrior king of the Danes: Hrothgar.  

3. What is Grendel? Where does he come from and from which figure is Grendel descended?  

Grendel is a monster. It says that he comes from the marshes in a hell that he created for himself on 

earth.  

4. What is name of Beowulf’s homeland?  

Beowulf is a Geat from Geatland.  

5. How is Beowulf Described?  

Beowulf is the pure archetype of a hero. He is strong and kind. He looks for battle and seeks honor. He is 

a person who wants to prove his name.  

6. How does Hrothgar treat Beowulf and why is it important?  

Beowulf is welcomed with open arms. It is important for two reasons: 1. The family history there is not 

exactly outstanding. 2. It once again gives the example of a ring-giving benevolent lord.  

7. How does Unferth act as a foil to Beowulf?  

Unferth does try to foil Beowulf, but he is also a foil by being the exact opposite. He is boastful without 

honor. He is not the ideal example of a hero.  

8. What happens in the exchange between Unferth and Beowulf? What is the story Beowulf tells?  

Unferth challenges Beowulf by saying that Beowulf lost a swimming match with Brecca. Beowulf tells 

the true story of the swimming match in which he had to slay nine sea monsters. Beowulf also goes on 

to challenge Unferth by saying that Unferth killed his brothers for his namesake. This implies extreme 

dishonor.  



9. Give one quote that shows how Beowulf is an Epic Hero?  

“They have seen my strength for themselves. Have watched me rise from the darkness of war, dripping 

with my enemies’ blood” (Raffel, 36).  

10. What parts of the story show the mixture of Christian and Pagan ideas?  

There are a lot of examples of Christianity early on, but when Hrothgar’s people have to endure Grendel 

over the course of twelve years, it says that they resorted to calling upon the devil to help them. This 

implies that they reverted to paganism.  

Beowulf 
11-14 

1. Why does Beowulf decide to fight Grendel without using any weapons? Does this seem like a rational 

decision?  

Beowulf says that Grendel does not use weapons and that he intends to meet his enemy on equal 

ground. It seems noble, but not rational.  

2. As he enters the hall, why does Grendel’s mind “exult”? 

He sees a room full of sleeping men and belies that he will have another easy feast.  

3. When he goes to Beowulf, what does Beowulf do and what is Grendel’s immediate reaction? Beowulf 

grabs ahold of him with the strength of ten men. Grendel knows that he is not facing a common enemy 

and his immediate reaction is to try to escape.  

4. Explain the battle between Beowulf and Grendel. What are the reactions of both competitors? What 

is the reaction of the soldiers? How does the battle end?  Beowulf and Grendel wrestle throughout the 

halls knocking against the walls in a manner that would destroy a typical structure. The others try to 

help, but Grendel cannot be harmed by weapons. Beowulf tears off the arm of Grendel.  

5. What examples of Motif are found in this section?   

The example of the ring giving lord are seen here, as are the retelling of stories.  

Beowulf 
19-24 

 

1. For what reason does the narrator say that Grendel’s mother comes to the mead hall?  

It says that her sad heart and greed “drove her from her den on the dangerous pathway of revenge.” 

(Raffel, 63)  

 



2. What does the King ask of Beowulf? How has Unferth’s attitude changed toward Beowulf? How do we 

know? The King ask Beowulf to kill Grendel’s mother. Unferth is impressed with Beowulf as he offers 

him his family’s sword Hrunting.  

3. What saves Beowulf when the mighty sword given to him fails, and he is about to be slain by the 

monster? What literary term is employed?  

He is saved by a sword that is crafted by giants that is conveniently hanging on the wall. The literary 

term is called Deus ex Machina or God in the machine, and it refers to a moment when all is lost but for 

the intervention of God. In this case, it might be symbolic of faith.  

4. How does Beowulf finally get the better of Grendel’s mother?  

He picks up the sword, which is too heavy for the common man and cut her through the neck and broke 

through the bones and all. Her body fell lifeless to the floor.  

5. What does Beowulf do after finding the body of Grendel?  

Beowulf takes the head of Grendel back to Hrothgar.  

Beowulf 

30-43 

1. How does Beowulf return home? How do things go with his King?  

Beowulf returns home by ship. His King greets him warmly and accepts his gifts as well as 

showers him with praise.  
2. How does Beowulf become King? He serves his King for many years until he and his son are both slain 

in separate battles. He then reluctantly takes the crown.  

3. What rouses the sleeping dragon? A slave steals a cup from the dragon’s lair.  

4. Since we know what will happen to Beowulf, what does this suggest about the importance of the 

story? It suggests that the dragon is symbolic of the unknown. Beowulf is an epic hero. Therefore, he 

works as a model of ethics and honor. He has shown us how to live and now how to die.  

5. How does Beowulf’s band of warriors react when the battle is going badly? Who is the exception?  

They run away. The only one who stays behind is Wiglaf.  
 

6. What mortal wound is inflicted upon Beowulf?  

The dragon bites his neck and poisons him.  
 

7. How does Beowulf kill the dragon?  



 

After Wiglaf wounds the dragon, Beowulf cuts it in half.  
 

8. What does Beowulf tell Wiglaf to do?  

He tells Wiglaf to find the dragon’s treasure and share it among the people.  
 

9. How does Beowulf treat the other warriors for their actions?  

He barely notices them. He pays them no mind.  
 

10. Why do the Geats burn the treasure with Beowulf?  

They don’t think that they’ll be able to defend themselves without Beowulf. This is ironic, 

because it is not how Beowulf teaches them to behave. Their actions in the end are a sign of 

disrespect.  
 


