
Prompt 1: Epic heroes exist in mythology to teach people of particular cultures lessons about life and 
how to deal with the various roles that we all play in that life. Beowulf is a hero that teaches the societal 
virtues of bravery, strength, and kindness among other heroic qualities. These values helped our society 
by showing boys how to become men. We have lost some of this in our culture today.  
 In a well-developed essay, use evidence to support an argument that throughout the epic poem, 
Beowulf teaches the virtues of manhood, but upon his death leaves a void that causes a massive 
paradigm shift in his culture. Then compare that notion to our own society today.  

 
 
 

Scoring Criteria  Exceeds the Standard: 
20-18pts 

Meets the Standard: 
17-15pts/14-12 

Does Not Yet Meet 
Standard:  10-5pts 

Effective Introductions 
 

The essay has TAG.  
The thesis is clear 
(direct or implied).  
The intro is original. (It 
doesn’t sound like 
anyone else’s).  

The essay has TAG.  
The thesis is clear 
(Usually direct).  

TAG is incomplete, 
missing, or confusing.  
Thesis statement is 
incomplete, missing or 
confusing.  

Level of Analysis  The paper analyzes in a 
way that creates new 
thinking and 
understanding.  

The Paper moves past 
summary and analysis.  

The paper summarizes 
instead of analyzes.  

Prompt The prompt is 
successfully 
incorporated into the 
introduction and thesis 
and the main idea 
adheres to the content 
of the prompt.   

The main idea of the 
essay is related to the 
prompt.   

The prompt is not 
addressed.   

Evidence  Students successfully 
back up information 
with every point and 
conclude with an 
effective argument.   

Evidence is used 
throughout the essay 
and mostly is used to 
strictly reinforce the 
main idea of the essay 
with few asides.   

The paper lacks 
evidence and fails to 
move beyond a basic 
understanding of the 
text.   

Mechanics  There are fewer than 5 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling.  

There are fewer than 
10 mistakes in 
grammar and spelling.  

The number of 
mistakes exceeds 10.  


