
April 7, 2020 
 
Dear Salado ISD students, parents and employees, 
 
With Governor Abbott closing all schools through at least May 1 our school district has temporarily revised our 
policies regarding grading, GPA and class rank in an effort to minimize the impact of the school closure on our 
students.  Below you will the amended grading policies as well as other important information about our school 
district.  As we continue to receive additional information from the federal, state and local governments 
including the Governor’s office, the Texas Education Agency, Bell County Public Health District and the CDC we 
will notify our Salado ISD community of any changes to our plans as soon as possible. 
 
As our community and our nation continue to grapple with sheltering in place and remote learning, the staff of 
Salado ISD have begun to make adjustments to our grading practices for the 4th nine weeks.  Our goal is to 
continue to provide opportunities for our students to learn and grow while acknowledging that remote learning 
has many challenges for all of us.  It is our belief that learning activities should be designed based on the needs 
of students and that our actions should be student-centered.    

Therefore, as we address Salado ISD grading practices for the fourth nine weeks for 2019-2020, these are some 
of the considerations that have influenced our District decision: 

 Equity of instruction & access (face to face vs. remote learning) 

 Length of time for school closure  

 Flexibility during remote instruction 

 Unique and highly varied at-home learning setting  

 Impact on learner GPA Class Rank/GPA Cumulative Score  

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which has resulted in school closures through at least May 4, 2020, the 
following Salado Independent School District grading practices have been developed for use during remote 
learning. All other components of the existing 2019-2020 SISD grading practices remain in place. 

We have revised our 2019-2020 SISD grading practices during remote learning so that: 

1. Student work will be monitored by the teacher for both paper-based activities and computer-based 

learning. 

2. The same criteria will be used in grading assignments whether the student submitted digitally or in hard 

copy. 

3. Students will not be penalized for the inability to access resources to complete the assignments. 



4. Students who received a failing grade during the third nine weeks will be given an opportunity to make 

up their work or complete remote enrichment learning assignments as designated by their teacher to 

improve their third nine weeks grade to a passing level. 

5. Grades from the first and second nine weeks (for Fall 2019 semester) and third nine weeks (for Spring 

2020 semester) will be used to calculate semester grades, GPA, class rank and promotion status. 

6. Grades from the fourth nine weeks will not be used to calculate semester grades, GPA, class rank and 

promotion status. 

7. Students will not be required to make up any days missed because of school closures caused by the 

coronavirus.  TEA will allow any school district that supports students instructionally while at home to 

submit a waiver for the school days missed due to COVID-19 related concerns.   

 

We ask that our learners and families commit to the following:  

 Continue to be engaged in Salado ISD remote learning with their child. 

 Learners participate in distance learning and complete the assignments provided by educators. 

 Families stay in communication with Salado ISD staff for specific needs for their child as they participate 

in remote learning activities. 

 

Elementary Modified Grading Practices for Remote Learning 

PK-K No formal assessments will be given during remote learning.  

Observations and feedback will be given on assignments. Participation 

is essential to the continued growth and development of your child. 

1-5 No major assessments will be given during remote learning.  One 
completion grade per week in a specific subject area using the 
following rotation: 
 
April 6-10 – Reading 
April 13-17 – Writing 
April 20-24 – Math 
April 27-May 1 – Science 
If the school closure extends beyond May 4: 
May 4-8 – Social Studies 
May 11-15 – Reading 
May 18-22 – Math 
 

Physical Education, Music Art, 

Work Habits and Conduct 1-5 

Grades will continue to be E, S, N, and U based on participation or 

prior performance. 

Promotion and Retention Administrative procedures for promotion and retention will be 

adjusted due to remote learning. Grades from the 4th 9 weeks will not 

be used to determine promotion status. 

 



Middle School Modified Grading Practices for Remote Learning  

Late Assignments Late work will be accepted in all classes without penalty. 

Grading No major assessments will be given during remote learning.  One 
completion grade per week in a specific subject area using the 
following rotation: 
 
Aril 6-10 – ELAR 
April 13-17 – Math 
April 20-24 – Science 
April 27-May 1 – Social Studies 
If the school closure extends beyond May 4: 
May 4-8 – Electives 
May 11-15 – ELAR  
May 18-22 – Math  
 

Promotion and Retention Administrative procedures for promotion and retention will be 

adjusted due to remote learning. Grades from the 4th 9 weeks will not 

be used to determine promotion status. 

 

 

High School Modified Grading Practices for Remote Learning  

Late Assignments Late work will be accepted in all classes without penalty. 

Grading No major assessments will be given during remote learning.  One 

completion grade per subject should be posted each week during the 

fourth nine weeks grading period.   

Dual credit grades are determined by Temple College. Temple College 

courses are continuing as per Temple College’s schedule and dual credit 

students remain responsible for all work assigned in those classes.  Per 

Temple College policy, dual credit grades will not be determined until 

the end of the semester. Once those grades are received by Salado ISD 

they will be recorded in the same manner as Salado ISD courses. 

GPA and Academic 

Recognition 

GPA, class rank and related academic recognitions will be determined 

based on grades from the first and second nine weeks grading period 

for the Fall 2019 semester and the third nine weeks grading periods for 

the Spring 2020 semester.  

Grades from the fourth nine weeks will not be used for these purposes.  

 



Our teachers continue to work diligently to prepare both digital and paper based activities for our students so 
that they can continue to learn at home.  Parents and students should be receiving e-mails from both their 
teachers and campus principals each week with directions on how to access these resources.  You can also go to 
the Salado ISD webpage, https://www.saladoisd.org/  and click on the link on the main page titled Salado ISD 
Lesson Plans.  You can then click on High School, Jr. High School or English or Español according to the grade 
level under Elementary and it will take you to the lesson plan page for your grade level or subject area. Many of 
our teachers have also created Google Classrooms and have sent information to parents and students to help 
them access these pages. 
 
At this time, we are still planning on having prom, graduation and project graduation.  Prom has been moved to 
May 16 at the Temple Cultural Center.  Graduation is still scheduled for May 27 and Project Graduation will 
follow that evening.  We are also preparing contingency plans for these events in case school remains closed 
through the end of the school year.  Our high school principal, Beth Aycock will be sending out a survey to our 
seniors and their parents in the next few days to determine interest in either a virtual graduation ceremony for 
the end of the school year or a summer graduation event if the restrictions that are currently in place are lifted 
during the summer.  If the school closure is extended beyond May 4 through the end of the school year we will 
also look at dates and venues during the summer for prom.  We will continue to make adjustments depending 
on future decisions regarding school closures and shelter in place directives and will notify you as soon as 
possible of any changes to these plans. 
 
All STAAR and End of Course (EOC) assessments have been waived for the 2019-2020 school year.  Seniors who 
have not completed all of their EOC requirements will be able to meet their state assessment requirements 
through the Individual Graduation Committee process.  In addition, if a student is not graduating and is currently 
enrolled in an EOC course, the EOC passing requirement will be waived if the student receives credit for that 
course.  
 
The UIL has suspended all activities including games, competitions, practices and workouts through May 3.  The 
UIL has also directed that all athletic facilities should remain closed until further notice for both non-school and 
school activities.  Because of this directive, our track and all other athletic facilities are closed until the UIL lifts 
this restriction. As soon as we receive additional information from the UIL we will share it with you. 
 
Free hot lunch will be served to Salado ISD students every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday except April 10 
(Good Friday) until school returns to regular schedule. Monday and Wednesday pick up will include a cold lunch 
for Tuesday and Thursday. Curbside pick-up will take place between 11:00 am - 1:00 pm at the bus loop of 
Thomas Arnold Elementary located on Thomas Arnold Road. Only one meal per student and the student must be 
present at the time of pick up to receive the free lunch. If you have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Hodges, Salado ISD Child Nutrition Director, at brenda.hodges@saladoisd.org or (254) 974-6987. 
 
Our school board election has been rescheduled from Saturday, May 2, to Tuesday, November 3. Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott rescheduled the primary runoff elections from Tuesday, May 26, to Tuesday, July 14. 
Governor Abbott also issued a proclamation authorizing all political subdivisions holding general or special 
elections on May 2, 2020 to postpone their election to the November 3, 2020 uniform election date. Governor 
Abbott said, “I strongly encourage local election officials to take advantage of these waivers and postpone their 
elections until November. Right now, the state’s focus is responding to COVID-19 – including social distancing 
and avoiding large gatherings. By delaying this election, our local election officials can assist in that effort.”  To 
help insure the health and safety of our voters and our election workers, our school board members 
unanimously voted to reschedule our school board election to Tuesday, November 3. 
 
We are still here to serve our students and families.  You are welcome to contact any of our employees via e-
mail and voicemail.  I am still working full-time in my office and you are welcome to contact me anytime via e-

https://www.saladoisd.org/


mail at michael.novotny@saladoisd.org or via phone at 254-947-6905 if you have any questions regarding our 
school closure or if I can ever be of assistance to you or your family.  I hope and pray that our community, 
nation, and world overcome this crisis sooner than later and that you and your family stay well. 
 

 
Best Regards, 

 


