
 

 

 

 

 

The Texas Association of Community Schools supports tying charter school “small and mid-size 
allotment” to the same 5,000 student cap as the district small and midsize adjustment. We 
oppose the further expansion of publicly funded charters. 

 HISTORY 

Texas began authorizing Charter schools in 1995. In 2013, the Texas Legislature passed Senate Bill 2 which 
provided additional academic and financial accountability for charter schools. However, it also changed 
the mechanism by which Charters are approved and gave the Commissioner of Education unilateral 
power to approve expansion amendments for existing charters. The school finance laws of Texas have 
also contributed to the uneven playing field and growth due to the increased amounts per student that 
the state provides charter students vs. traditional students Because charters receive small/midsize 
funding regardless of their enrollment, these students cost the state more when a student transfers from 
a larger urban district. Charter enrollment also contributes to many of the recapture issues due to 
districts’ loss of students to charter schools in their respective areas.  

TALKING POINTS 

• Charters receive an average of $1,100 more per student than traditional school district students 
because they receive the small/midsize adjustments regardless of their enrollment.  

o Charters cost the state more to operate due to the fact that they do not have a local 
funding source.  

• Many charter schools are simply a parallel duplication of the school districts where they exist and 
are inefficient for the state of Texas and the communities in which they serve.  

• Charters utilize the small and midsize allotment despite having more than 5,000 students in many 
instances.  

o IDEA-Hidalgo had 42, 748 students in 2019 and was still able to utilize the allotments.  
• Since 2013, charter enrollment has increased 100% 

o State funding has increased $1.2 billion to $3.1 billion per year.  
o The number of charters have increased by 73%.  

• Often these districts do not match the demographics of their community that they serve.  
o Charters serve 6.9% special education compared 9.1% in urban/suburban traditional school 

districts.  
• Commissioner can unilaterally approve new charter campuses without elected oversight.  
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