
 

 

 

 

 

The Texas Association of Community Schools supports the State of Texas expanding affordable 
broadband access - with an immediate effort to assist rural areas in receiving broadband 
access and having a plan to ensure infrastructure be funded for all areas of the state within the 
next five years. 

 HISTORY 

The expansion of broadband has been an ongoing issue for several legislative sessions. In the 85th 
Legislative Session, the Legislature approved approximately $25 million dollars for a federal matching 
program to enhance the state’s broadband connectivity. Unfortunately, this amount of money was 
nowhere near enough to significantly change the digital divide in Texas. The last year has only highlighted 
and exacerbated the already known issues of lack of connectivity and devices. This is especially true in 
education, as many schools were shuttered, they were forced to deliver paper packets to students with 
no instruction due to the lack of internet and devices. This is a statewide issue, but disproportionately 
impacts rural communities due to the lack of infrastructure.  

TALKING POINTS 

• Internet is no longer a luxury, but instead is a utility that needs state intervention to ensure the 
infrastructure is built.  

• 3.1 million students (58%) lack adequate internet (Operation Connectivity) 
• 2.2 million students (40%) lack both adequate internet and necessary devices (Operation 

Connectivity) 
• It is not enough to have internet service, but the service must be affordable as well. Residents of 

the rural Deep East Texas Council of Governments pay 400% more per megabit than similar 
individuals in the DFW/Metroplex.  

• The lack of connectivity in Texas results in a loss of $2.6 to $3.9 billion annually to the State 
Economy (Texas Rural Funders).  

• Texas is one of six states in the country with no statewide broadband plan.  
o This plan is necessary for federal funding and grant programs to enhance funding for 

necessary infrastructure.  
o The State of Texas should, at the very least, have a statewide broadband plan to ensure this 

issue is remedied in the next five years.  
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