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2023 ADVOCACY AGENDA 

School Safety/Security 
The Texas Association of Community Schools supports efforts toward keeping students and 
staff safe. Funding to support these efforts will need to supplement district funds. A floor amount 

should  be established for all districts to receive enough state funding to enable districts to address 
parental concerns for safety.  

 

HISTORY 
The Uvalde ISD tragedy illustrated that Texas needs additional programs and initiatives to protect children in 
the learning environment. The 2019 School Safety Allotment was an important step forward but was vastly 
underfunded at $9.72 per child. This has led to districts struggling to buy items such as security cameras; 
replace locks, doors, and windows; and other resources items identified by local schools and communities as 
essential to safety.  
 
 
 

TALKING POINTS 
• Hardening of schools is just one factor in a much broader solution to the epidemic of school 

shootings. Hardening that would assist small and mid-sized districts who tend to have older facilities 
would include more funding for reinforced doors and windows, facility monies for security vestibules 
(when applicable), and security systems which can identify potential threats.  

• Additional monies for school resource officers, or stipends for guardian or marshal training and 
psychological testing would assist in threat assessments and intervention. Additionally, further 
clarification of the ownership and liability of/for firearms when such programs are adopted would be 
beneficial to school personnel performing those roles as well as to the districts.  

• Leadership must ensure flexibility remains for schools to identify and purchase the best solutions for 
their individual districts. For example, a campus with multiple entries and exits (including portable 
buildings) will not be served utilizing a security vestibule. Likewise, a small rural school with no 
available police or sheriff’s presence will not be best served by being given funding for a school 
resource officer when no qualified individuals are available in the district.   

• Mental health resources are connected to safety and security; however, we have created separate 
talking points for that area.  
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