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Too many individuals feel their single vote
will not make a difference.
We understand that life gets busy! But in not voting, you are not
letting your voice be heard. Someone who votes is exercising his/her
civic responsibility and letting his/her voice be heard at the Capitol.
It is up to us to get the word out and encourage our colleagues,
family, friends, students, and neighbors to vote.
This guide will help you understand the voting process and how
educators can get involved.

Your vote matters!
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THE VOTING PROCESS
Who Can Vote?
To be eligible to vote in Texas, a person must be:
A U.S. citizen
At least 18 years old (but can register at 17 years and 10 months) and a
resident of the Texas county in which the application for registration is
made.
A person not declared mentally incapacitated by a court of law.
A convicted felon regains the right to vote after completing his or her sentence.
Therefore, after completing the punishment (including any term of
incarceration, parole or supervision and probation), the person is eligible to
register.

How to Register to Vote
You can pick up a voter registration application at your public library, post
office, Secretary of State's office, or the County Voting Registrar's office. You
can also conveniently download a form from the Secretary of State's website
at: www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/reqvr.shtml
Mail your completed application to the Voter Registrar in your county. If you're
unsure where it is, simply do an Internet search for [Your County] Voter
Registration. You should see a link to your county's voter registration website
where you can find the address and names of any registration officials. Upon
acceptance, your voter registration will be effective in 30 days.
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Where to Vote
In some counties, voters can cast their ballot at any polling place within the
county. But in most Texas counties, on Election Day you must vote at your
precinct poll. You precinct number is on the bottom of your voter registration
card next to your year of birth.
To find the address of the polling place for your precinct, check the local
newspapers close to the election date or call the County Clerk or County
Elections Administrator to find your polling location. Polls are always open from
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. nationwide. As long as you are in line by 7:00 p.m., you
are still eligible to vote. Do note that sometimes these hours vary during Early
Voting. For more information, contact the Secretary of State's office at 1-800252-VOTE (8683)
Make sure to bring your registration card and a valid ID (Texas driver's license,
DPS-issued election ID, unexpired U.S. passport, military ID, or concealed
handgun license) to show to the election official. If you have misplaced or lost
your voter registration card, don't worry! You can still vote. Take your ID to the
polls. The election official has info on all registered voters and will check your
address and ID against the official list.

When to Vote
For the 2020 primary election, the following dates apply:
Voter registration deadline: February 3, 2020
Early voting: February 18-28 (times/days may vary by county)
Election Day: Tuesday, March 3, 2020
Primary Runoff Election: May 26, 2020
For the 2020 general election, the following dates apply:
Voter registration deadline: October 5, 2020
Early Voting: October 19-30, 2020
Election Day: November 3, 2020
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What's On the Ballot?
Make a plan and get informed about candidates and their positions on public
education. There are objective voter guides published by nonpartisan groups
like the League of Women Voters. It can be helpful to see which candidates
groups, news organizations, and political action committees are endorsing or
opposing as you pick your candidate.
A great deal of information is available online! Some sites we recommend are:
TexasEducatorsVote.com
TeachTheVote.org
League of Women Voters Texas - my.lwv.org/texas
VoteTexas.gov (run by Texas Secretary of State)
TXParentPAC.com
If there are propositions on the ballot, research those early on. Look at your
local newspapers and check with your school associations and your
professional associations for their positions on the proposition. They can often
explain how a certain proposition will affect your school district.
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7 IDEAS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS
1. Create a district-wide culture of civic participation. Aim for 100% voter turnout of
all district employees.
2. Facilitate voting for employees. In the age of drive-up ATMs and apps to order
takeout, voting should be just as easy and convenient! When possible, allow
employees to vote during their lunch and planning periods. Contact local election
officials and offer your school campuses as polling place locations.
3. Remind and encourage employees to vote. Send district-wide email blasts and
post to the district's website and social media pages to remind employees about
registration deadlines, Early Voting dates, and Election Day. You can even set up
a countdown to Election Day on the district website. Link to websites where voter
registration applications can be found (we've listed one on page 2!).
4. Share stories about past legislation and how your district was impacted directly.
Clearly explain and provide information about educational bills that were passed.
5. Remind staff and patrons that the results of Texas elections for state
government have an impact on the funding, staffing, and academic excellence of
their local schools.
6. Hold mock elections with students to generate interest in candidate positions.
Prompt students to encourage their parents/guardians to register and vote.
7. Schedule a special assembly for high school seniors and register students who
will be 18-years-old by Election Day. Inform students that it is their civic
responsibility and their right as an American to vote.
8. Register students to vote (60 days before 18th birthday) and those who attend
adult education and credit recovery programs. Mid-January is a good time for
student voter registration drives in even-numbered years with party primaries.
9. Organize an art contest for students to design their own pro-voting posters.
Display their artwork throughout the school and community. Create a unique logo
or design and display it as artwork each time voting is mentioned.
10. Encourage or host a "Get Out the Vote" rally in your community. Post
information on your website and your school marquee.
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A FEW REMINDERS...
Public resources, no matter how small, cannot be used to advocate for
or against an issue or candidate. See Texas Penal Code §39.02(a) (2).
Do not use a school district's email or social media pages to advocate
for or against an issue or candidate. However, school email may be
used to communicate general information about elections, dates, and
times for voting early and on Election Day.
Do not use a school district's computers, photocopiers, telephones, fax
machines, printers, or any other machine to advocate for or against an
issue or candidate.
Do not use state or local government time or equipment to work on an
individual's political campaign.
Do not use public funds in connection with a political campaign.
Some common reasons people give for not voting are not knowing the
candidates/not having time to learn about them, believing they don't
have the time to go vote, believing their vote doesn't matter, or simply
having no interest in local elections. Voters questioned at the polls said
that information about early voting dates and locations could enhance
turnout - this is why doing your part to educate and encourage others is
so critical!
When engaging the under-30 age group (this includes your high school
seniors who will be able to vote!), the use of social media is essential in
getting the word out about candidates and elections. Utilize your social
channels to encourage young adults to vote.

We're voting! Are you?
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