
 

August 11, 2017 

 

TACS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 

The Texas Senate Republican Caucus held a press conference on public education Tuesday morning. 

Vice Chair, Senator Brandon Creighton, started off by expressing their “continued support for public 

education and teachers and retired teachers.” He then introduced Senator Larry Taylor, Chairman of the 

Senate Education Committee who explained that we spend a lot of time talking about adequacy and 

equity in public education but often overlook the efficiency discussion. He quoted a line from the most 

recent Texas Supreme Court ruling that says “more money does not guarantee better schools” and he 

proclaimed that we need a commission to redesign how Texas raises and spends money on education. 

He asserted that we need total change and he claimed that past commissions merely tinkered with the 

system and only included legislators and paid lobbyists for the public education community. According to 

Chairman Taylor, his proposed commission would forge a new path forward and would include 

educators, legislators, business, and the community. Many of these statements are patently false 

including who was on past commissions, and who would be on the commission he, Lieutenant Governor 

Patrick, and Governor Abbott are proposing. The real irony came when Senator Taylor started talking 

about how he views public education in the state of Texas. He gave an analogy comparing public 

education to a car you need to throw on the scrap heap.  

 

“When you have owned an automobile for an extended period of time and it’s toward the end of its useful 

life, you get to the point of a critical decision. The car is in the shop frequently, expenses for maintenance 

are way up, and you are afraid to take it on long trips due to its unreliability. Do you continue putting more 

money into it, knowing it isn’t fuel efficient, knowing you will be spending more on expensive repairs, and 

eventually driving it into the ground? At some point you realize that a new car will be more efficient, have 

many new innovations, give you budget reliability and have the reliability you need. We in the state of 

Texas are at that point. It is time to move on and start shopping for that new car. The commission is the 

first step in that process and the time to get started is now.”  

Chairman, Senate Education Committee, Larry Taylor 8/8/17 

 

I don’t know about you, but saying you are ready to stop funding public education and look for a 

replacement system doesn’t seem like support to me. It shows clearly that this commission isn’t intended 

to find a way to better fund public education, but rather to find a system to replace it. This was a blatant 

acknowledgment that the Texas Senate Republican Caucus does not support public education and it 

should be a loud and urgent call to action for educators, parents, and citizens of Texas to get engaged 

and elect leaders who do support public education.  

 

The special session ends next Wednesday, August 17th at 11:59 p.m. and there are several education 

bills in various stages. Here is an overview of what transpired since our update last Friday morning. 

 

House Floor Activity 

HB 21 (Huberty) The House school finance bill that passed out during the regular session was heard on 



the House floor last Friday, August 4th. The bill passed with a vote of 130-13. The thirteen members 

voting AGAINST the bill to add $1.8 billion dollars to fund public education were: Representatives Cain, 

Isaac, Keough, Krause, Lang, Meyer, Rinaldi, Schaefer, Shaheen, Stickland, Swanson, Tinderholt, and 

Zedler.  

 

HB 30 (Zerwas) This is the appropriations bill required to fund HB 21 and it passed out of the house last 

Friday, August 4th with a vote of 131-13. After some vote changes, the final tally was 132-14. The 14 

members voting against funding the school finance bill were: Biedermann, Cain, Frank, Isaac, Keough, 

Krause, Lang, Rinaldi, Schaefer, Shaheen, Stickland, Swanson, Tinderholt, and Zedler. You will note the 

same names showing up over and over in opposition to public education. Most are members of the 

Freedom Caucus supported by Empower Texans and funded by Tim Dunn.  

 

HB 23 (Huberty) This bill creates a program for grants to public schools for autism programs. It too 

passed the House last Friday, August 4th with a vote of 144-0. After late votes were counted, the tally 

was 146-0.  

 

HB 22 (Ken King) This bill would have extended ASATR to 2019 for districts in which ASATR accounts for 

more than 4% of its M&O funding. The bill failed by a vote of 61-67.  

 

House Public Education Committee 

The committee met several times this week to hear testimony and vote on a variety of bills ranging from 

teacher pay, to charter facilities funding, ASATR, recapture, and even lead in the water. The Tuesday 

morning meeting moved along quickly and few witnesses were present. One witness who was particularly 

active at the Capitol this week was Mike Openshaw, from Plano, Texas, who testifies “for the little guy.” 

But, if you look him up, you will find that he is with the Lone Star Tea Party and is closely affiliated with 

Empower Texans, funded by the wealthy Midland businessman Tim Dunn. He opposed most bills and at 

one point said that we are spending more on education and getting a lesser product. Representative 

Faircloth who was laying out a couple of bills responded that we are paying less than ever to educate our 

public school students and pointed out the great products turned out by public schools including the 

Galveston robotics team that won a competition for the best robotics team in the world. Chairman Huberty 

also responded to Mr. Openshaw when he was criticized for hearing bills “not on the governor’s call.” 

Huberty stated that their job is to hear bills related to educating and keeping our kids safe and that they 

intend to do what is right for kids. It was a tense moment, but again I was proud of Chairman Huberty and 

the committee for their hard work and resilience during this challenging session.  

 

Bills voted out of committee this week 

 

SB 2 (Larry Taylor)/HB 320 (VanDeaver) SB 2 The Senate version of SB 2 created tax credit scholarships 

(vouchers) for special education and passed out of the Senate by a vote of 19-12. It was then sent over 

the House Public Education Committee where they substituted the Senate voucher language with HB 320 

by Representative VanDeaver, which deletes the voucher language and instead requires TEA to establish 

an enhancement program for students with disabilities in the public schools. That (non-voucher) version 

was voted out of the House Public Education Committee 7-0. On August 9th, the bill was sent to the 

Calendars Committee. In response to a question asked after Tuesday’s Senate press conference, 

Senator Taylor expressed dismay at the House’s changes to his voucher bill. It will be interesting to see 

how this plays out. 

HB 130 (Leach) requires districts to calculate expenses for administering state assessments according to 

a methodology determined by TEA. 

HB 290 (Springer) would establish that districts that are the only districts in the county and have small 

student populations be provided basic allotments for 130, 75, or 60 students.  

HB 374 (Howard) would allow districts to use their Comp Ed funds to provide life skills programs or 

childcare services for students at risk of dropping out.  



HB 198 (Clardy) this was originally a teacher merit pay bill, but it was substituted with a version that would 

create a teacher compensation study of the best methods to increase teacher pay and bonuses.  

HB 387 (Ken King) this bill was filed after HB 22 failed on the House floor. It too addresses ASATR and 

extends it through FY 2019, except for districts receiving less than 4% of their M&O total revenue from 

ASATR. The bill calls for up to $200 million for this purpose and prohibits assistance to districts with M&O 

tax rates below $1.  

SB 16 (Larry Taylor) would create a commission to recommend changes and improvements to the school 

finance system. The Senate language was substituted with the committee language of HB 191 (Phil 

King). The House version requires the inclusion of more educator participation than the Senate version. 

We understand that Huberty’s passing this bill out of committee may pave the way for HB 21 to move 

forward in the Senate. We shall soon see… 

 

House Appropriations Committee 

On Monday, the House Appropriations Committee met to hear some TRS-Care bills and a 

resolution, HJR 53 (Huberty), which would allow Texas voters to decide whether to dedicate money in 

excess of $10 billion in the rainy day fund to public education. Chairman Huberty explained that this is 

voter money and that voters should have the right to decide how to spend it. Dale Craymer, President of 

the Texas Taxpayers and Research Association, testified “on” the resolution and mused that perhaps the 

Rainy Day Fund has gotten too big. It was an interesting moment since this group generally aligns with 

the most conservative factions of the state. However, they have expressed concern over state efforts to 

reduce funding for public education only to push it onto the backs of local property owners and they are 

looking for real property tax reduction rather than the illusion of it. He said that investment in public 

education is a valid expenditure and he mentioned ways that he would be able to support such a 

resolution. 

 

Senate Education Committee 

The Senate Education Committee is meeting this morning starting at 9 a.m. to hear HB 21. We are 

hopeful that they will hear HB 21 in the form it came to them from the House. However, you may 

remember that during the regular session, Senator Taylor offered a committee substitute that quartered 

the amount of money injected into the system, and added the voucher poison pill. We won’t know until the 

hearing if they pull the same shenanigans and some rumors are that they may add in a voucher or even 

some bathroom language. Some of you may be coming to Austin to testify, but for those of you in your 

districts busily getting ready for school, you can watch online here: http://www.senate.texas.gov/av-

live.php 

 

There are 6 more days of this special legislative session, which ends Wednesday, August 17th at 11:59 

p.m. Make your calls to your senators to support HB 21 in its original form if you haven’t already. Many 

thanks and best wishes for a good start to the school year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Yeager 

TACS Governmental Affairs 
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