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“I’VE GOT THE WEDDING BELL BLUES” 

 

I have a good friend in Parker County who tells a delightful love story about his Uncle Bill and Aunt 

Vivian. Bill and Vivian grew up in the same small town. While they were acquainted, they were not 

really friends because Bill was six years older than Vivian. In fact, Vivian ran with the younger sisters 

of some of Bill’s friends, and the boys got a “kick” out of pestering the young girls.  

 

When World War II began, Bill enlisted in the army. One Sunday night at church, the pastor put slips 

of paper with the names of all the young service men from the small town into the offering plate. As 

the plate was passed, he asked each person to select a name and write the serviceman a letter from 

home. 

 

Vivian, a shy sixteen year old, drew Billy’s name. She remembered the teasing that she had endured 

a few years earlier from the older boys, so she was too embarrassed to write to him. With her 

mother’s encouragement, however, eventually one letter was penned and mailed. To her surprise, 

she received a friendly reply from Bill that began, “Dear Kid.” Soon, other letters were flowing back 

and forth between the two. 

 

Bill was a radio operator in North Africa and Italy with General George Patton corps. His army days 

ended when he was blown out of a jeep at Salermo and almost died. After recovery and rehab, he 

returned to his hometown with a permanent limp.  

 

A few days after his return, Vivian saw Bill entering the drug store, and she decided to welcome him 

home. To her surprise, when she walked through the door, he rushed to meet her and greeted her 

with a warm embrace. After Vivian had left the store, Bill told the druggist, “That’s the girl I am going 

to marry!” Less than a year later he did just that, and the love that began in an offering plate 

blossomed into a fifty-four year marriage. 

 

Doesn’t this story warm your heart? Wouldn’t it be great if every marriage ended like Bill and 

Vivian’s? With divorces in the United States reported to be in excess of 40%, obviously not every 

marriage has a happy ending. I hope that the marriage of school accountability and the A-F grading 

system playing out currently in the Texas legislature has such a blessed ending. Only those who are 

giddily optimistic or foolish expect the union of A-F and accountability to be a blissful union! 

 

Using a report-like score of A-F to measure schools’ accountability is the brainchild of the same 

people who brought you vouchers. In fact, they almost work hand-in-hand. After selling vouchers 

proved difficult in state after state, the A-F report card to grade school performance came into vogue. 

The proponents of both discovered that after an accountability system was designed to label most 

public schools as “failing”, the job of selling vouchers became much easier. 



 

So, who are the people who are planning for the wedding of Miss School Accountability and Mr. A-

F? They are the wealthy school reformers who have seldom/never been inside a public school, 

entrepreneurs who hope to profit from the influx of public dollars that vouchers will flood into the 

economy, and political donors who send their children to private schools. If you are really interested 

in discovering who supports labeling public schools as failing, you can look no further than the 

movie ALL THE PRESIDENT’S MEN. Just “Follow the money!” 

 

For a good read concerning the A-F accountability system and research based problems with it, just 

click this link School ratings are a shallow attempt to grade a complex system to an excellent article 

by Dr. Charles Luke with The Coalition of Public Schools. 

 

What can we do? First, State Representatives and Senators need to be flooded with phone calls, 

emails, and letters expressing the overwhelming disgust and opposition your community members 

feel about the A-F System. Texans love their public schools! Educate your parents, community 

members, and teachers about the weaknesses in the A-F system and its unfairness. Then ask them 

to call their legislators to demand that they either end this effort to kill public schools or to at least 

delay implementing this law until it is “tweaked” so that it actually provides an easy and factual way 

for parents and concerned citizens to see how their schools are doing. Finally, work with TACS to 

make changes in the law that will result in a system that, at the very least, makes sense to 

educators, parents, and citizens who care about their schools. TACS is working with our legislative 

committee members to identify changes that can be made to improve the law. We need your help! 

 

Together educators, parents, and friends of public schools can help our legislators make public 

education their top priority. They are, after all, politicians, and they want to be re-elected. Some need 

to be reminded that they work for their constituents, not for the moneyed donors who seek political 

favors. 

 

#TxEdTuesday is today. Keep tweeting those great things that you, your staff, and your students 

are doing! It’s working; let’s keep tweeting. Don’t forget to retweet when you see #TxEdTuesday. 

 

BROADBAND, ANYONE? 

 

As part of the Texas Classroom Connectivity Initiative, TEA has partnered with the non-profit 

EducationSuperHighway and their team of network and procurement experts to work with districts, at 

no cost, to find affordable solutions to connect every instructional building in the state to scalable 

fiber infrastructure. 

 

The FCC has made adjustments to the E-rate program to support fiber construction projects through 

Funding Year 2018-19. They will provide additional funding, up to 10 percent, to match state funding. 

TEA has included in their 2018-2019 Legislative Appropriations Request an exceptional item request 

for $25,000,000 to fund the 10 percent state match.  

 

EducationSuperHighway, in partnership with the Governor’s Office, the Texas Education Agency, 

Education Service Centers, the service provider community, and schools across the state, will create 

an action plan that ensures scalable, robust, and affordable access to high-speed broadband for all 

Texas school districts. 

 

There are 284 rural school districts in Texas who do not have fiber connectivity. The state-federal 

partnership can bring connectivity to every school district in Texas. All that is needed is for the state 

to appropriate the $25,000,000 requested by TEA for the state’s share. If you lead one of the 284 

https://www.tribtalk.org/2017/01/25/school-ratings-are-a-shallow-attempt-to-grade-a-complex-system/
https://twitter.com/txedtuesday
http://gov.texas.gov/news/press-release/22047
https://www.fcc.gov/general/summary-second-e-rate-modernization-order
http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=51539610185


districts that need fiber, contact the members of the Senate Finance Committee and the House 

Appropriations Committee and ask them to fund the TEA request. The members of these 

committees are these: 

 

Senate Finance Committee 

 

House Appropriations Committee  

 

TACS SPRING CONFERENCES 

 

TACS has a long-standing tradition of bringing meaningful professional development to school 

leaders in east Texas and west Texas each spring. Please join us in either Tyler on April 4th or in 

Abilene on April 12th. This year will be the 29th TACS East Texas Spring Conference. It will be held 

at the Ornelas Activity Center in Tyler, Texas. 2017 will mark the 25th consecutive year that the 

TACS Spring Conference has been held on the campus of Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene, 

Texas. Both of these conferences provide an opportunity for participants to enjoy good food, good 

information, good fellowship, and good fun!  

 

Both conferences will feature an inspiring and informative address by Dr. Marsha Farney, former 

school teacher, school administrator, SBOE member, and state representative. Dr. Farney will 

challenge you while making you proud of the work you do! The UIL Executive Director Dr. Charles 

Breithaupt and its Deputy Executive Director Dr. Jamey Harrison will travel to both conferences with 

an update of the work and workings of the UIL. They are always good about taking and answering all 

of your questions. You will not want to miss it! Then there will be a legislative update at both 

conferences so that those attending can leave with a better understanding of the successes and 

challenges public education is experiencing at the state Capitol this session. 

 

After a complementary lunch, both conferences end with golf. Just go to the TACS 

website www.tacsnet.org to register for the conference nearest to you. I know how hard it is to get 

away from the office for a day, but these days will add value to your work. 

 

Why not join us at a TACS Spring Conference? 

 

FYI, TACS LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETS every Monday morning at 9:30 via conference 

call. These are open meetings. Everyone is welcome to participate. To join the call simply 

call 563-999-2090 and then add 297918# when instructed. 

 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MembershipCmte.aspx?LegSess=85R&CmteCode=C540
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MembershipCmte.aspx?LegSess=85R&CmteCode=C030
http://www.tacsnet.org/
tel:(563)%20999-2090

