
 

           
 

TACS COMMUNIQUE’ 
by Barry Haenisch, Executive Director 

January 3, 2017 

 
 
ROCKY ROAD TO ROCK STAR 
 
Well, we are all back “at it” after celebrating Christmas and ringing in the New Year. I hope that each of 
you had a wonderful time with family and friends and a restful break from your work. The TACS staff is so 
appreciative that our executive committee allows us to follow the holiday schedule of our member school 
districts. It is a “perk” that many people who work in business and for other associations do not receive. 
We all are thankful that we work for and with “school people” who are the most thoughtful and generous 
people in the world. It is our pleasure to serve you. 
 
As we all begin the new year and return to work after a break, it will not be uncommon for people to greet 
each other with stories of their wonderful holiday adventures and special times spent with family and 
friends. Whenever we are away from friends, it is natural to want to reconnect and share in our “good 
times”, isn’t it? 
 
Well, while most people have enjoyed a special holiday, not everyone has had such a great break. 
Psychologists tell us that for too many people, episodes of depression spike during the Christmas/New 
Year time of the year. As school leaders, you know how important it is to be sensitive to the emotions and 
experiences of all of your staff and students. This time of the year may cause us to be even more alert to 
the feelings of those around us. 
 
Depression is a strange thing. After both of our children left home for college and careers, my wife and I 
spent about ten years as empty-nesters. In 2004, however, we found and fell in love with a big, 
rambunctious Golden Retriever puppy. We named him George. I have written about our life with George 
before. After a few months of adjustment, we discovered that George has the sweetest, most gentle 
personality of any creature on earth. As the years have passed our love for George has grown and 
grown. When George was almost two years old, our daughter decided that he needed a friend because 
my wife and I were both working, so Solomon, a Yellow Lab about the same age as George, came to live 
with us. Quickly George and Solomon became fast friends! Then, four years ago, when one of our 
children moved to an apartment, we adopted our Grandpup, a ten pound Shih Tzu named Jack. George, 
Solomon, and Jack became inseparable. Each added a dash of spice to our lives! 
 
But, time passes and life happens. Our whole family had a pretty devastating summer. In June, cancer 
took the life of Solomon, and exactly sixty days later cancer robbed Jack of his final days. The loss of 
these two dogs who had become as close as family members hit hard.  
 
Now, George was the oldest canine in the family. At almost twelve years of age, he had already begun 
showing signs of aging even before the summer. His hips were getting weak and he struggled at times to 
get up after resting. A trip to the vet provided some medicine that seemed to help, but after our losses of 
the summer, the medicine was less effective. George was struggling. His appetite was decreasing (he’s 
getting older we told ourselves). He stopped wanting to go on walks, something he and Solomon always 
enjoyed (his hips are hurting we told ourselves). There were times that he could not get up, and one of us 
would literally have to lift him to his feet. He seemed to sleep more and more each day (he is bored with 
only us around we told ourselves). We became worried about George. In fact, my wife and I both secretly 
began preparing ourselves for life without George. 
 
My wife began talking about wanting a “lap dog”. She missed sitting in her chair with Jack and watching 
television. One day she called me at work to tell me that Rocky, a tan Shih Tzu, would be meeting me at 



the door when I returned home. Very quickly, he and George began to connect, and they began to spend 
time together. They became fast friends. Rocky soon became an important part of our family! 
 
George and Rocky have begun to sleep on the same bed together. They eat together. They go outside 
together. They have become “me and my shadow”. For my wife and me, here is the important thing; 
George has his appetite back. He cleans his bowl every meal, and “licks the platter clean”. He loves to 
play again, and will regularly go to his toy box for a squeaky toy. He is revitalized and more alive each 
day. Most importantly, George can get around without any help; his hips have improved 1000%!  
 
Thanks to the companionship and friendship of Rocky, George is a new dog! 
 
All of this to say that some of your staff and students may not have had such a special holiday. Some of 
them may have struggled through the time away from school. I encourage you to be sensitive to the 
feelings and emotions of those around you. Someone in your school may need for you to be their Rocky 
today! 
 
THE DATE’S ON YOUR CALENDAR, RIGHT? 
 
December was such a busy month! In fact, you were so busy you may have forgotten to place the date 
for the TACS Legal Conference with the attorneys from the Walsh Gallegos Treviño Russo & Kyle firm on 
your calendar. So do that now! Join Blake Henshaw, Christina Garcia, Melanie Charleston, and Shellie 
Hoffman Crow to learn more about three timely topics: Cameras in the Classroom, Boosters: the Good, 
the Bad, & the Dangerous, and Social Media. The conference will be held on January 12th at ESC 5 in 
Beaumont from 8:15 until 1:00. The conference is for any of your staff who may benefit from the 
information. It is free of charge, and it includes a light breakfast and a full lunch. What a deal! I will look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
While you are adding dates to your calendar, you might want to add January 23rd. On that day, the 
Coalition for Public Schools is sponsoring a Legislative Symposium from 1:00 to 3:00 with panels of 
national and state leaders to discuss vouchers. It will be held in the Capitol Auditorium (inside of the state 
Capitol building) in Austin, Texas. This will provide you with important information just prior to the “action” 
beginning in the legislature. You can contact Charles Luke at charlesluke43@gmail.com for more 
information. 
 
TACS HOPES THAT EACH OF YOU HAVE A BLESSED 2017!! 
 
Barry Haenisch 
Executive Director 
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