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Calendar
August 2020

Reminders:

Admin & Leadership
-Review inclement weather and
safety protocols with admin team
-Hold district/campus SBDM
Committee elections
-Distribute/publish Notification of
Parents' Rights
-Distribute copies of TEC§37 and
local discipline policies to staff
before start of school
-Review/amend Student Cod of
Conduct and post on
-Review sexual harassment
procedures with staff/students
-Annual UIL Mandatory training for
Academic/Athletic Staff (UIL Safety
and Concussion Training)
-Required Anti-bullying Training
-Update AskTED
-Tax Information Survey due
August 31

Career and Technical Education
(CTE)

-Publish Annual Public Notification
of Nondiscrimination in CTE
Programs

 Federal/State Programs
-Federal programs compliance
report due for previous year
-Review/implement district/campus
improvement plans in accordance
with district planning process

Finance
-Prepare final budget amendments
for prior year for Sept 1 FY
-Approve Annual Financial Audit for
July 1 FY

“THE INTERNET IS BECOMING
THE TOWN SQUARE OF THE

GLOBAL VILLAGE OF
TOMORROW.” BILL GATES

In an article from the November, 2019 issue of Inc.com,
Dustin McKissen paints a vivid picture of how far our
country has come in a relatively short time when it comes
to telecommunication. Here is what he had to say: 

“Way back in the mid-1990s, I had a crush on a pretty girl
in my grandmother’s rural Idaho hometown. Unlike the
young women in my own, more sophisticated high school,
my friend in Idaho liked me back, and we would have
spent more time talking – but her landline was clogged up
with early internet, and all I ever got was a busy signal. 

“(Eventually we got tired of not talking, and in the middle
of the night she jumped from the window of her third story
bedroom window and snuck over to my grandmother’s
house. That was rural dial-up internet in 1996: so bad it
could literally make you jump out of a window.)”

Most people don’t access the internet via telephone lines
anymore, so the idea that in 2020 the internet would come
to your home through a copper telephone line seems
ridiculous…unless you live in small- town, rural Texas, and
there are a lot of people living in rural Texas!

Let’s see if you can follow my math. Texas has a
population of about 30 million people, and about one-third
of them live in rural parts of our state. The average Texas
family is composed of 2.87 people, so there are
approximately 3.57 million Texas families living in the rural
and remote parts of our state. It is estimated that 15% of
them have access to no internet or at least inadequate
internet. If that number is accurate, then over half a million
families in rural Texas are deprived of dependable internet
service.

What does that mean to those 500,000 families? Well, it
means that even if devices are made available to each



-Post on website adopted tax rate
that will raise more taxes for
maintenance and operations than
last year's rate (if applicable)
-Post on website summary of
proposed budget
-Prominently post on website for
three years an external link to the
adopted budget
-Publish Notice of Public Meeting to
discuss budget & proposed tax rate
(publish at least 10 days before
meeting) for Sept 1 FY
-Post 72-hour notice of meeting to
discuss budget & proposed tax rate
-Hold meeting to adopt budget &
proposed tax rate on or before
August 31st for Sept 1 FY
-Publish statement of revenues,
expenditures, and changes in fund
balance for July 1 FY
-Submit 2020 TEA tax info survey
-Post metered amounts of
electricity, water, and gas
consumption for which the district is
required to pay and aggregate
amounts of service

School Board
-Hold public hearing/adopt budget
for Sept 1 FY
-Approve health insurance rates (as
appropriate)
-Order of Trustee election, schedule
board candidate workshop, & post
notice for November election
-MOU with juvenile board for
districts in counties over 125,000 by
September 1
-Adopt Student Code of Conduct
-Adopt district/campus improvement
plan
-Establish/approve Local School
Health Advisory Council
-Approve waivers as needed

school-aged child, remote learning is not a real option.
During the six months of the current pandemic, story after
story has been told of students watching a spinning
screen for minutes to hours, waiting for a connection to
the internet so that they could complete a school lesson or
assignment. During this time of “shelter-in-place”, in many
ways Texas’s economic engine has been kept running by
parents who have been able to work from home thanks to
dependable internet service. Many of us have been
surprised at how much of our day-to-day work activities
can be done from home. Not so much for a worker living in
a rural area without internet access. The ability to get a
quality education and to earn an excellent wage depend
today on access to dependable internet.

For this reason, TACS has included a plank in its 2020
Legislative Agenda that states that, “we support the state
of Texas expanding affordable broadband access, with an
immediate effort to assist rural areas in receiving
broadband access…”. In the document we further request
that the state adopt a plan to ensure that the funds will be
available to reach our goal of broadband access in all
parts of the state within five years. 

Most Texans love their hometown. Kids growing up in
Richardson, Texas, who love their hometown have access
to learning opportunities to which their parents never
dreamed. That doesn’t mean that every child living in
Richardson will succeed, but it does mean they have
access to the tools modern humans need to be
competitive. For kids growing up in rural areas of the state
who love where they live, it’s a different story. They may
have to choose between their home and moving away for
economic opportunities. Wayne Reilly, president of
Creative TRND USA division has said, “Even in the middle
of Antarctica, with a good Wi-Fi signal you can succeed.
With the right resources, you can achieve global success
from any small town.”

As we prepare for the 87th Texas legislative Session,
TACS is working to help make Mr. Reilly’s words come
true for the people of Texas who still need affordable,
dependable internet!

TACS MEMBERSHIP 2020-21
As we begin our membership drive season, we will be including links to our membership
materials in each Communique so they are always accessible. It's a legislative year, which
means this is a fantastic opportunity to stay connected with us if you'd like to receive updates
and resources on advocacy efforts. For your reference, 28.7% of TACS membership dues
go towards advocacy, which includes advocating on behalf of small and mid-sized
districts with SBOE, SBEC, TEA, and the Texas Legislature.

We are stronger in numbers! We hope you'll join us.

TACS Membership Invoice
Why Join TACS?
TACS Membership Online Payment (do note, there is a credit card surcharge if you
pay online)
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TEXAS EDUCATORS VOTE
TEV tools help make it easier to vote.      

TEV is all about making it easier to be an informed and
engaged voter, which is especially important since Texas
often tries to make it harder, not easier to vote. Don’t
worry. We have tools to help you navigate these murky
waters! Your vote is your right, your responsibility, and it

is more important than ever. Early voting for the November 3rd election starts on October
13th, only 10 weeks from now. This week, make sure you are using all the TEV tools we
set up to help you be civically engaged and cast your vote. These include the TEV
website, social media accounts, and voting reminder texts. 

To do:

1.    Bookmark the Texas Educators Vote website which has easy links to apply to register,
research candidates, and vote. It also has lots more helpful information and links, so check it
out and bookmark it now.
 
2.    The Texas Educators Vote Facebook page is where we post voting-related graphics and
images, articles, key dates and links, and reminders to vote. “Like us” now and invite your
friends and co-workers to do the same.

3.    The TxEdVote Twitter feed has much of the same information with super short intros that
are easy to share. Go follow TxEdVote! 
 
4.    TEV’s Instagram presence is growing! Join us there and we promise to post graphics you
will want to share.
 
5.    Text TXEDVOTE to 40649 or sign up here to get important voting text reminders. 

Get ready now! Texas kids are counting on you to be their voice at the polls. 

CENSUS 2020
Texans, the push is on to get every Texas resident counted in the
2020 Census. As of last week, Texas still ranked 39th of the 57
states and territories who are participating in the census. It is
estimated that 58.7% of all Texas residents have responded. That
compares to the U.S. average of 63.7% and the 72.7% who have
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responded in Minnesota. Minnesota has led the field since the
starter’s pistol was fired! In Texas 7.1 million households have
responded, but it is estimated that about 5 million are left to count.

Here’s what the Census Bureau will be doing until October 31st
when “door knocking” ends:

A door hanger “Notice of Visit” will be left on the doors of
non-responders to the home visits.
Some non-responders will receive a follow up phone call
from the Census Bureau.
Some non-responders will receive an email from the Census Bureau.
A few text messages will be sent from the Census Bureau to non-responders
Additional paper questionnaires will be mailed to non-responders between late August
and early September.

Your help to ensure a complete and accurate count is important to every Texan and
especially to Texas’s schools. The rural count in Texas is especially low; there is work to do!

"A STRONG TEXAS RECOVERY"
Raise Your Hand Texas has launched a new campaign to both support efforts to drive
enrollment in public schools across the state and encourage people to reach out to their state
representatives and tell them to support our public schools. As Dr. Michelle Smith says in her
op-ed, “A strong Texas recovery requires strong public schools.” Districts are encouraged to
share this article and the video below on social media. The video is incredibly well-made and
sends a strong message of support for our schools!

Click the graphic below to watch the video.

TASA'S FIRST TIME SUPERINTENDENTS
ACADEMY

Are you a new supe who wants to learn best practices, understand your position's complex
day-to-day requirements, develop leadership skills unique to the superintendency, build a
support network, and meet SBEC superintendent mentoring requirements? You can do all
that and more through TASA’s First-Time Superintendents Academy. Due to COVID-19,
Sessions 1-3 of the 2020-21 FTSA are being conducted virtually. Participants can expect the
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same quality content designed around the most important learning outcomes for first- and
second-year superintendents. The deadline to register for Session 2 is next Tuesday,
September 1 - so act now!

In Session 2, offered September 9-10, attendees will gain insight on prioritizing the needs of
their new districts, the most effective board practices, and shaping the narrative about their
districts through public relations. They'll also begin work on a portfolio of supportive evidence
for their superintendent’s evaluation. Learn more and register here.

UPCOMING TRAININGS
Sexual Harassment Complaints Under the New Title IX
Regulations: A Specialized Three-Part Live, Interactive
Training on How to Report, Respond and Investigate

Join attorneys John Janssen, Michelle Alcala, and Michael
Roseberry on August 27, 2020 at 9:00 am for a three-hour
live webinar training on the new Title IX regulations (which
go into effect August 14, 2020). This three-part webinar is
designed for specialized audiences and will help you
implement the new regulations successfully.

Learn More and Register.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: OMNIA
PARTNERS

OMNIA Partners, Public Sector is the cooperative
purchasing organization that is driving excellence in K–12

procurement. Its unmatched breadth of competitive contracts from world-class suppliers
streamlines the procurement process and helps schools and school systems achieve their
strategic goals.
 
Utilizing the lead public agency contracting model top school districts rely upon as a best
practice, OMNIA Partners brings unparalleled efficiencies and speed to the purchasing
process so that schools can acquire the products and solutions needed for student success.
 

Visit omniapartners.com/publicsector to learn more. 

Texas Association of Community Schools | tacsnet.org
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