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UNITY VS UNIFORMITY 

 

The leaders of Texas public schools need to be ready for battle! With the 85th Legislative 
Session a week old, there are some issues for which we know preparation is a must. School 
funding, the school bathroom battle, the role of standardized testing of students, the A-F 
accountability rating system, and TRS issues are things that we have been pre-warned will be 
contentious fights. There will undoubtedly be other things that have the potential of dividing us 
that will crop up as the session wears on.  

 

There is a segment of our state and a portion of the state legislators and state officials who 
seem to want to see the state’s public education system fail. When starving schools financially 
failed, some seemed to think the solution was even less money and more accountability. What 
are the leaders of public education to do? 

 

The chairman of the House Public Education Committee for the past two sessions did not run 
for re-election. His service on the committee ended last Tuesday. As Chairman Jimmie Don 
Aycock has been making his “farewell tour” to various events this fall, his wise words and 
counsel have reminded us again and again why he will be missed in the legislature. As a friend 
of good public policy and as a statesman Chairman Aycock will be missed! In one of his last 
remarks, he advised educators to “…seek consensus and build on areas of agreement…” when 
working with the legislature. These are wise words, indeed! This friend is telling educators to 
approach the legislature as a unified group. 

 

When we hear the term unity, too many of us resist because we confuse it with uniformity. They 
are not the same thing. Unity is defined as “a harmonious whole” while uniformity is defined as 
“identical or consistent”. Unity implies diverse groups working together while uniformity 
demands that groups act and think in lockstep with a predesigned plan; unity is cooperation and 
uniformity is control. 

 

As the Texas 85th Legislative Session begins, educators must be unified and as the session 
reaches its “dog days” of April and May, educators must remain united. There is power in our 
unified voice, and as we add the voices of our business community and parents the power is 
multiplied! 

 



On March 30, 1981, when then President Ronald Reagan was shot by John Hinkley, Jr., 
Reagan was rushed to George Washington University Hospital. When one of the doctors told 
the President that they were going to operate on him, Reagan with his characteristic wit 
quipped, “I hope you are a Republican.” The surgeon replied, “Today, Mr. President, we’re all 
Republicans.” 

 

With all of us working in harmony to share the same message, during the 85th Legislative 
Session may everyone living in the state of Texas say, “Today, we are all public school 
educators!” 

 

SPEAKING OF THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

 

With the beginning of the 85th Legislative Session, your membership not only ensures action on 
your behalf by the TACS governmental relations team, but also some other benefits. Like last 
session, each Friday afternoon, you will receive a summary of the week’s action at the Capitol in 
Laura Yeager’s Legislative Update. Additionally, after the committee assignments have been 
made and the committees begin to meet, we will hold a weekly conference call with 
superintendents who want to participate. The call will be at a uniform time of the day and early 
in the week (probably on Monday) to discuss the education bills being considered in the Senate 
and the House that week. More information about the conference call and how to connect to it 
will be provided as we get closer to committees’ meeting. 

 

Colby Nichols and Powell & Leon, LLP, is offering a special service this session. For a very 
modest fee, TACS members who want it will receive in-depth bill analysis, information about the 
statements and actions of the legislators who represent them, information and services 
specifically tailored to their districts’ individual needs, and a post-session legislative review at 
their ESC or location of their choice. What an opportunity to stay in-tuned to the action during 
the session! Colby is ready to talk to you about this service. You can contact him at (512) 494-
1177. 

 

A VOUCHER BY ANY OTHER NAME...STILL STINKS 

 

Do you oppose vouchers for students attending private schools? Are you confused about 
Education Saving Accounts (ESAs)? Not sure why all the hoopla about school choice? Well, the 
answers to many of your questions are just a trip to Austin away. On the afternoon of Monday, 
January 23rd in the Capitol Auditorium a panel of national and state experts on the issues 
surrounding school choice will discuss the topic and answer your questions. In two short hours, 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., you can leave informed and armed with information to support your 
opposition to vouchers. Sponsored by The Coalition for Public Schools, just contact Dr. Charles 
Luke at charlesluke43@gmail.com for more information. 
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