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TACS Zoom Meeting Summary 

Meeting with TACS and Sara Leon & Associates  

Monday, April 27, 2020  

11:00 AM  

The Commissioner is considering reducing his calls to one a week and has cancelled his call for Tuesday, April 28. TACS is 

considering moving to 2 days a week and will keep you updated on which days we decide on. 

TEA COVID Website Updates 

Under the Special Populations card, they have added the “Families of English Language Learners” guidance in Arabic. 

Statistics 

There have been 3,000 more positive cases of COVID and 100 more fatalities since Friday. The virus is now in 204 of the 

254 counties in Texas. It is the second leading cause of death right now. Even with the shut downs, in this month alone 

more Americans have died from COVID-19 than all flu deaths last year.  However, Governor Abbott is speaking today at 

2:30 PM to discuss plans to re-open Texas. 

Elections 

The CDC recommends using mail-in ballots for elections this year. There is no evidence of increased voter fraud through 

mail-in elections. Texas Educators Vote is asking us to help get more educators to take their survey about 

supporting/opposing voting by mail during the pandemic. It is only one question, so please take a moment to take it: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3GVT8GD. 

Sara Leon reported that one of her school district clients decided not to postpone their May bond election and has 

received some heat for it. The state district court in Travis County has entered an injunction against the state’s 

interpretation of disability for the purposes of mail-in ballots.  An attorney general opinion from 2015 showed he 

embraced a broad reading of disability for mail-in voting, but he has issued a now conflicting option in the recent weeks. 

The Texas Democratic party is suing state and county election officials to demand mail-in voting.  We’ll likely be looking at 

a broad use of mail-in voting for November. 

Hans Graff from Sara Leon and Associates added that that turnout has been higher than in the past for bond elections by 

instituting vote by mail. 

SBEC Pre-Brief 

They will be meeting virtually this week and Crystal will attend. SBEC will be considering several items, so we’d like to 

make you aware of them in case you’d like to make a public comment.  

One of the items they hope to adopt this week from Chapter 232 is a result of HB 18 and SB 11. These bills require that 

teachers, counselors, and principals all receive extra training on mental health and substance abuse, and how to work 

with students on them. It specifically adds trauma and grief to that training.  

HB 403 also had some changes made to it. They are looking to adopt 232.11G2 regarding superintendent continuing ed 

training requirements. HB 403 required that superintendents be trained in sexual abuse, human trafficking, and other 

maltreatment of children. Superintendents will be required to show each year that they’ve been trained in each area.  

They are looking to add replacement certifications. They will be changing EC-6 grades 4-8 core subject certificates. They 

will now say they are “Core Subjects with science of teaching reading, early childhood through grade 6” and “Core 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3GVT8GD


Subjects with science of teaching reading, grades 4-8.” The same verbiage will be applied to English, language arts, and 

reading to say “English, Language Arts, and Reading with science of teaching reading, early childhood through grade 6” 

and “English, Language Arts, and Reading with science of teaching reading, grades 4-8.” 

 SBEC is also trying to incorporate the new Educator Prep Programs because by 2021 they have to have these in place 

since they will be responsible for the Science of Teaching Reading trainings.  

Educator Prep Programs will become responsible for the curriculum and preparing students for the TEXES Science of 

Teaching Reading test for teacher candidates.  

#TeachersCan Campaign 

Now through May 3, you can nominate a teacher for Teacher Appreciation Week. Winning teachers can receive prizes 

from HEB, Whataburger, Kendra Scott, and more. See all info and vote at TeachersCan.org  

Texas Tribune 

Senator Paul Bettencourt thinks the legislature will be whittling down local governments’ ability to issue emergency 

government orders.  

School Calendars/Other 

Things to ponder -  

How will your district start the new school year - extending days, extending the school year... 

How are you modifying your emergency operating procedures to respond to disease control procedures? 

In California, there are several lawsuits pending already against schools in which parents are demanding homebound 

instruction taking place next year for medically fragile children. How are we going to work with kids whose parents decide 

they don’t want their kid to physically attend school next year? Sara Leon will cover these in her May 7 webinar (info at 

end of summary).  

A related topic to consider is how vaccination exemption numbers will change during this next round of school 

registrations.  

A reminder for Federal Programs, TEA received a waiver for most of the federal programs that were supposed to end on 

September 30, 2020. They’ve received a one-year extension on spending that money. TEA will implement these waivers 

for all subgrantees as long as the two assurances below are met by the subgrantees:  

• Subgrantees ensure they will use funds under the respective ESSA programs in accordance with the provisions of all 

applicable statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications not subject to these approved waivers.  

• Subgrantees ensure they will work to mitigate any negative effects, if any, that may occur as a result of these approved 

waivers.  

These waivers do not apply to the Carl Perkins Grant at this time. See the Federal Funding FAQ for full info.  

FEMA 

FEMA and the Texas Department of Emergency Management (TDEM) will provide an informational webinar for school 

districts and charters only Friday, May 1, 2-3 p.m. The agencies will provide clarity on which expenses are allowed and not 

allowed, the process to apply for public assistance, and they will answer questions. Call-in information will be shared by 

TASA later this week, but please add the webinar to your calendar if you would like to participate. 

Senate Working Groups on COVID-19 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/federal_funding_and_grants_faqs_4.24.pdf


On Friday, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick announced that he has established six Senate working groups to discuss challenges the 

state will face in the next legislative session as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Serving on the Public Schools and 

Higher Ed Working Group is: Larry Taylor, Royce West, Eddie Lucio, Jr.; Brandon Creighton; Angela Paxton; and Beverly 

Powell. Read the announcement. 

Surveys 

We have 2 one-question surveys we’d love for you to take so we can share the answers with our members. One is on 

graduation and one is on principal contract lengths. Thank you! 

Graduation survey: https://www.cognitoforms.com/TACS2/graduationsurvey 

Principal Contract survey: https://www.cognitoforms.com/TACS2/PrincipalContracts 

Upcoming Trainings 

A training on the Families First Coronavirus Response Act for schools will be next Thursday, April 30 at 2:00 PM. 

Registration URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtfuusqj0tHtw51qTlIn9YitnEuvw-Efwb 

A training on special education considerations for returning students to school will be Thursday, May 7 at 2:00 PM. 

 Registration URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcuioqj8uGNZvh6XMf_R3YID8o79nYx-H 

Outstanding Questions to TEA 

The following are the questions we have asked TEA on behalf of our members, to which we haven’t received a response 

yet: 

• Since certification tests are not happening right now, some districts are concerned that teachers who are 

currently employed will be unable to complete requirements for them to continue employment.  With the 10 days 

before the end of instruction rules, will any of the certification requirements be waived - for example, will TEA 

give teachers another year to complete certification requirements? 

• Is TEA working on any type of checklist for re-entry for students and/or teachers? 

• For the PEIMS information addressed in question 1 of the FAQ for Finance, could you give some examples for the 

following scenarios:  9-week reporting, and situations where the 5th six weeks started prior to spring break. 

• Will the waiver for CPR for seniors be placed on the waiver page? Waivers will be up soon! 

• In looking at vetting the instructional resources (as addressed in the latest information on Information Technology 

as of 4/9/2020), we wondered if the resources on TEA’s pages have been vetted? 

If you have heard from TEA on any of these issues and have a response in writing, please forward it to Barry or Crystal so 

we may share the resource with our other members.  

We invite you to continue to visit our website for updates and information,   

 

Barry Haenisch, Executive Director 

806-570-7876 

Dr. Crystal Dockery, Deputy Executive Director 

806.679.9690 

Melanie Zumm, External Affairs Coordinator 

mzumm@tacsnet.org 
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Disclaimer: This information is accurate as of April 27, 2020. It is intended for informational and educational purposes 

only, and is not a substitute for legal advice.  


