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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS & 
TECHNOLOGY ALLOTMENT (IMTA)* 

*FORMERLY TECHNOLOGY & INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS ALLOTMENT (TIMA) 

The Texas Association of Community Schools supports increased funding for the 
Instructional Materials and Technology Allotment (IMTA), so districts may provide 

adequate technology and instructional materials to meet higher standards for students. 

HISTORY 
Senate Bill 6 as passed in the 82nd Legislative Session (1st Called Session) established the 
Instructional Materials Allotment (IMA). Prior to the IMA, school districts sent their enrollment 
numbers and book preferences to the Texas Education Agency and the books were provided, there 
was no exchange of money between the State and the district. Additionally, the state had a maximum 
cost for textbooks. The IMA eliminated the state maximum cost and delivered the appropriations to 
the local districts/charters so that they could determine which materials they would like to order. 
Districts were also allowed to purchase technology and use the money for salaries of select staff as 
allowed by statute. In the 85th Legislative Session, the Commissioner was given the authority to 
utilize IMA monies for the purpose of creating a “Quality Review Process” of materials. In the 87th 
Legislative Session, the Texas Legislature cut approximately 620+ million dollars from the fund (this 
amount does not include the amount it initially did not appropriate although given from the State 
Board of Education). 

TALKING POINTS 
Districts utilize funds from IMTA over multiple years, thus the decision made by Legislators should 
not be merely made based upon the upcoming two-year cycle but with more long-term goals in 
mind. 
The fund is no longer just a textbook fund, but also must be utilized for technology and the 
corresponding software licenses for materials. Additionally, the Legislature has continued to 
expand its flexibility of use by expanding the allowable expenses in the governing statute. This 
expansion results in more pressure on local districts to fund these items rather than on the State. 
Districts have a substantial need for consumables, technology, and other materials and many are 
unable to fully fund their proclamations and purchase these items. 
The Texas Resource Review is utilizing millions of dollars of IMTA money for a program that is 
relatively unused by districts. 
The Open Education Resources distributes millions of dollars for the development of resources for 
materials that are advertised as free for Districts. 
The above carveouts effectively reduce funds that would be going to Districts. 
TACS is asking for these funds to be appropriated from other funds and leave the IMTA intact for 
the needs of districts. 
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