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TAXPAYER FUNDED LOBBYING

HISTORY 
The Republican Party of Texas provided a plank of their platform dedicated to eliminating taxpayer 
funded lobbying. In the 87th Legislative Session, Representative Mayes Middleton introduced 
legislation which would have prohibited local governments from utilizing public monies to pay 
lobbyists or any organizations which employed lobbyists on their behalf if passed. This would have 
precluded organizations such as TACS, TASA, TASB, and many others from advocating on the behalf 
of the 5.4 million children of Texas. 

TALKING POINTS 
The elimination of organizations which advocate on behalf of local governments amount to a 
suppression of individual community’s voices and infringe upon their local control. 

There is a democratic process by which taxpayers can eliminate this spending via elections. 
Hiring an expert of the legislative process is similar to any other area which requires expertise. 
This is no different than a school district hiring a delinquent tax attorney to assist in collecting 
delinquent taxes. 

Legislative experts help monitor and guide organizations, individuals, and local governments 
through the process and monitor the thousands of bills which may affect them. 

Legislative consulting experts are also a more efficient tool for local governments. Many local 
governments have explored the option of hiring a full time equivalent to monitor and advocate on 
legislation. The salaries, benefits, and travel are all cost prohibitive and would easily exceed 
$100,000 dollars in many cases. 

Conversely, many of TACS organizations spend very little for the added benefit of the 
information provided by TACS and its advocacy positions on their behalf. For example: 

 

Many legislators and staff are not policy experts and often seek policy proposals that could 
harm taxpayers and local governments with unnecessary logistics and conflict with federal law. 
Many organizations employ lobbyists who are experts in the field that they represent. 
Statewide associations serve as filters and encourage strategic contact rather than an onslaught 
of communications from individuals to elected officials. 

If all organizations may do is monitor legislation, they can no longer serve as a conduit 
between public officials and legislative members. This will result in an inefficient use of the 
legislator and legislative staffs' time. 

2023 ADVOCACY AGENDA 
 

http://www.tacsnet.org/
mailto:bhaenisch@tacsnet.org
mailto:cdockery@tacsnet.org
mailto:mzumm@tacsnet.org

	TAXPAYER FUNDED LOBBYING
	TALKING POINTS


