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On Wednesday night, hundreds of public education advocates, educators, and business 
supporters gathered at the Friends of Texas Public Schools (FOTPS) Gala in Waco. FOTPS fills 
a remarkably valuable role in standing up for public schools. In their own words:  
 
“We at Friends of Texas Public Schools believe the people of Texas have a right to know that our 
public schools are achieving more today than ever in their history in spite of the many challenges 
they face. The popular myth of widespread failure in our Texas public schools is just that – a 
myth. We believe that much can be accomplished when people believe in and promote the 
immense promise and possibility that exists within the classroom. We proudly embrace our 
schools as they strive to reach higher standards. Optimism breeds success. Children and 
teachers thrive in environments that are full of hope and encouragement. Our goal is to raise 
morale and bring a sense of optimism back to Texas public schools. We will draw attention to the 
many untold stories and zero in on the accomplishments of our outstanding students, teachers, 
and administrators. By doing so, we hope to restore pride in our schools and pride in the teaching 
profession, leading current teachers to remain in the profession and others to consider teaching 
as a career. We also believe that more parents and communities will get involved when they feel 
good about their public schools. And, in the end, we hope that our positive voice will inspire 
schools to continue to achieve and continue to improve.” 
 
Three awards were presented at the Gala: 
 
Texans Advocating for Meaningful Student Assessment (TAMSA) received the “Friend of the 
Year” award. 
 
Pamela and the Honorable Representative Gary VanDeaver received the “Ambassador of the 
Year” award. 
 
The Education Service Centers (ESCs) received the “Founder’s Distinguished Service Award”.  
 
TAMSA President Theresa Treviño and past President Dineen Majcher both spoke and thanked 
the education community, especially superintendents, for supporting the work of parents and 
helping their voices be heard in speaking up for kids and the role of common sense in 
assessment in our schools. They asked for support in their goals of reducing testing to no more 
than required by federal law, eliminating high stakes, and supporting the continuation of the law 
that allows for Individual Graduation Committees (IGCs) for students who have not passed up to 
two EOCs. On that front, if you have stories of students whose lives were changed by having an 
IGC, please contact us! Those stories will be vital in helping continue the use of the IGCs, as the 
original bill is scheduled to expire in September of 2017. 
 
Representative VanDeaver spoke eloquently about how his experience as a superintendent 
inspired him to become a legislator so he could work for not just his own school districts but all 



5.3 million children in Texas public schools. Representative VanDeaver is a voice of knowledge 
and wisdom on the House Public Education Committee, and he authored and passed more bills 
than many legislators pass in multiple sessions. Just this week, Representative VanDeaver 
introduced HB 515 to reduce standardized testing in Texas to no more than is required by federal 
law. We will be reminding you when this bill comes up for a hearing because this is an important 
one to support! In fact, if you talk to your elected officials soon, please praise HB 515 as a good 
bill! 
 
The ESCs each had representatives present to receive awards for the work they do for our 
districts every day. We are forever appreciative for the role they play and the services they 
provide to our districts to make our work both easier and more robust. 
 
Kevin Brown, Superintendent of Alamo Heights ISD, was master of ceremonies and shared 
stirring words about how supporting public education is an act of patriotism and the importance of 
public education to our democracy. It was a night of celebration and one that strengthened the 
will of all there to continue to stand up for our kids, teachers, principals, superintendents, and the 
important role of public education in our communities, state, and the democracy of our great 
nation.  
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