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THE LAW OF UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES 

 

Borneo is the third largest island in the world, and the largest one in Asia. The island is divided among 

three countries: Malaysia, Brunei, and Indonesia. Approximately the size of the state of Texas, the 

elevation of Borneo ranges from sea level around the coasts to a high peak of 13,435 feet above sea 

level along a mountain range that traverses the center of the island. It is the home of one of the largest 

rain forests in the world. 

 

Life in Borneo can be primitive. In the 1950s, the Dyak people of the island were crippled by the outbreak 

of malaria because of the number of infected mosquitos that swarmed their area. Since homes were often 

grass or mud huts with thatched roofs, the families who inhabited the island were not protected from the 

deadly insects. Alarmed at the high mortality rate among the people, the World Health Organization 

(WHO) sprayed the affected area with DDT to kill the mosquitos. 

 

The treatment was successful beyond the organization’s dreams. However, not only did the spraying kill 

all of the mosquitos, it also eradicated the parasitic wasps that kept the thatch eating caterpillars in check. 

When the thatched roofs of all the homes began to cave-in, the citizens became alarmed. 

 

Geckos that shared the island with the Dyaks began to feast on the toxic mosquitos and wasps. The DDT 

injected insects made the geckos woozy, and instead of the fleet creatures they had been, the geckos 

began to stumble around like drunks on a Saturday night. Neighborhood cats that before the DDT 

spraying had been too slow to catch the geckos, were suddenly the fastest creatures around, and the 

geckos were easy prey. 

 

There was now another problem, the ingested geckos pumped full of DDT caused all of the cats to die. 

Soon the rats came out of the rainforests to celebrate the demise of the cats. Rats overtook the village. 

With no roofs, the rats began to force the people from their homes! Suddenly, malaria was the least of the 

islanders’ problems. With rats came the possibility of bubonic plague and other deadly diseases. 

 

“What”, the WHO asked, “can they do?” The answer was simple, yet complex. The village needed more 

cats. The problem was the remoteness and isolation of the island; almost an impossible trip to truck in 

cats. Eventually the light bulb came on in a WHO doctor’s head! Early one morning an airplane made a 

low run over the small remote village and delivered its cargo of cats. Slowly crates of housecats 

descended by parachutes to the villagers below. 

 

This simple act eventually eradicated the rats and restored the community to normalcy. The unintended 

consequences of killing mosquitos was corrected! 

 

This little story has a boat load of lessons wrapped up in it. One of them may relate to the need for 

educators to vote. You will be hearing a lot from TACS and Texas Educators Vote in the future about the 



power of voting and the need to elect senators and statewide officials who care about public education. 

However, if educators just “vote out the rascals” without educating themselves about the incumbents’ 

voting records and the challengers’ plans, the unintended consequences for public schools may be 

disastrous! 

 

As educational leaders, we must be systematic and organized as we direct our staff, students who are 

eligible to vote, and parents toward good information to help them make good decisions. Educators gotta 

educate! It’s the only way to be sure our votes count and we don’t end up with too many rats in the 

legislature! 

 

TACS and Texas Educators Vote will be providing specific information that you can use to help your 

friends and citizens make good decisions as they vote. Scott Russell Sanders, an American novelist and 

essayist, once said, “Skill is knowing how to do something; wisdom, however, is knowing why and when 

to do it, or to refrain from doing it.” 

 

Educators, let’s be wise about what we say and do and when we say and do it in our effort to elect 

representatives, senators, and statewide office holders who value public education! 

 

ARE YOUR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

 

Enshrined in the Texas Election Code is a provision that requires high school principals in Texas to serve 

as deputy voter registrars in their schools. In this role, each high school principal is expected to register to 

vote every student in the high school who will be 18 years old before election-day. 

 

According to the Texas Secretary of State’s office, the answer to the question, “Are your high school 

students registered to vote?” is probably NO! Information from Rolando Pablos, the Texas Secretary of 

State, indicates that there are an estimated 1,434 public high school principals in Texas however fewer 

than 200 requested voter registration materials from his office before the start of school this year. That 

means that possibly 86% of the high schools in Texas are making no effort to register their students to be 

informed voters. Is your high school one of the 86%? 

 

As we work to create a culture of voting in our school districts and communities, if it is to have a lasting 

effect, we must not forget our youngest eligible voters! Click here for more information about registering 

staff and students to vote. 

 

Won’t YOU accept the responsibility to confirm that your principals are registering their students to vote? 

Thank you!! 

 

WILL YOU HELP? 

 

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) needs your help. The Agency is looking to refresh its stock photos of 

students and teachers that are used in their publications and releases. Instead of using staged photos 

from a service, they hope to have real pictures of Texas students and teachers “doing their school thing”. 

 

If you would like to see your teachers and students in communications and programs from TEA, please 

send your pictures to Mark.Baxter@tea.texas.gov or to Andres.Ramos@tea.texas.gov. I know that they 

will appreciate it! 

 

A FRIEND IN NEED… 

 

Hurricane Harvey has devastated much of the Texas Coastal Bend area, and has adversely affected 

schools in many parts of the state. Today may bring another round of rain and flooding to the area. 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml
mailto:Mark.Baxter@tea.texas.gov
mailto:Andres.Ramos@tea.texas.gov


Rodney Cavness, superintendent of the Texas City ISD told me, “I have been in hurricanes for fifty-one 

years. This is the WORST thing I have ever seen. It is relentless and deadly. The path will bring it back to 

the gulf and northeast, just north of Texas City.” This weather event has been devastating to some of our 

TACS school districts, and it has disrupted life in most every community affected by it.  

 

This is a time Texans pull together! In addition to keeping our friends in our thoughts and prayers, each of 

us can help them by donating to the Red Cross or the Salvation Army. You can donate to the Red Cross 

on-line by going to www.redcross.org/donate or by calling 800-435-7669. Donations to the Salvation Army 

can be made on-line at https://give.salvationarmyusa.org or by calling 800-725-2769. Also, I have heard 

from some superintendents who plan for funds raised in their schools to go to a specific school district to 

help it recover. We are only limited in ways to help by the size of our imagination! 

https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation
tel:(800)%20435-7669
https://give.salvationarmyusa.org/site/SPageServer?pagename=national_donation_form
tel:(800)%20725-2769

