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A COMMON SENSE SOLUTION TO THE BUDGET CRISIS IN TEXAS 

 

Jerry Doyle is a retired Texas public school teacher and administrator. He is a past president of TACS 

(1987-88), and he was my principal when I was much younger and had all of my hair! Jerry sent this to 

me, and it is too good to keep to myself. By the way, you have Jerry’s permission to reprint or duplicate 

it if it is not altered. Enjoy Jerry’s tongue-in-cheek look at the legislative sessions that just ended, but be 

ready to think. 

 

Much attention has been given to the budget crisis in Texas during the past several months, with 

our governor and most of our legislators promising no new taxes. Since the opening session of 

the Legislature in January, the public has been informed that major budget cuts will be necessary. 

They have challenged us to tighten our belts and to cut the fat. Much of these budget cutting 

efforts, however, have been aimed at both public and higher education. To meet this budget crisis, 

it will be necessary for the legislators to look beyond education and to consider everything to be 

on the budget cutting chopping block. 

 

We can begin with the Texas Highway Department. Every town in the State of Texas has at least 

one road going to it. That is sufficient. We do not need any more, so let's stop building roads. I 

know places like Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio would suffer from this proposal, but those 

folks need to find alternative routes to work or get in the habit of leaving for work earlier. 

Furthermore, I think we should stop wasting taxpayer dollars repairing roads. I see TXDOT crews 

all over my area of Texas repairing potholes, only to find that those same potholes reappear two 

months later. I don't think potholes can be permanently fixed, so why bother. The upside of these 

cost cutting efforts is that our state highways will become so rough and in such poor condition 

that we couldn’t speed on them if we wanted to, thus eliminating the need for the state highway 

patrol. These ideas could save the state tons of money. 

 

We could also do away with all the police departments and sheriff’s offices. This move would save 

a considerable amount of tax dollars. With the current trend for everyone to be armed, not only in 

their homes but in their workplace, at school, and even on the floor of the legislature, we should 

become responsible for our own safety and protection. If you find somebody rummaging through 

your home or trying to rob your business, there is no need to call the police. Pull that concealed 

weapon and shoot them. The 911 number would become the number to call to report who you 

shot, rather than being a number to request emergency help. Furthermore, we need to close all 

the fire departments. Those big fire trucks cost a huge amount of taxpayer dollars and usually sit 

idle in the fire station garage 95% of the time. The public should accept responsibility for its own 

fire protection. After all, every house has a water hydrant and a water hose. If you need more fire 

protection than that, any hardware store will sell you a fire extinguisher. 

 

We need to do away with all of the commissions. For instance, why do we need the Alcoholic 



Beverage Commission? We don't need the government telling us when and where we can drink. 

We just need to use common sense to stay sober while driving. The Railroad Commission, which 

does not even regulate railroads anymore, is a dinosaur, so it needs to be ended. The Public 

Utility Commission is a waste of money so it should be eliminated. In spite of their best efforts, my 

home still loses electrical power a half dozen times a year. The Texas Historical Commission 

serves no purpose. If the public wants to learn more about history, we can all read more history 

books. The Health and Human Services Commission needs to be eliminated because they are not 

doing their job, otherwise Texas would not rank at the bottom of the bucket in child poverty and 

health services for the elderly when compared to other states. The only commission we need to 

keep is the Texas Lottery Commission. I think we need to maintain for everyone that once in a 

lifetime opportunity to win that big millionaire’s jackpot someday. 

 

The Texas Game and Fish Commission needs to go. This commission is a waste of tax dollars. It 

is also absolute government overreach for a game warden to tell me that I can't shoot a white 

wing dove in April or that I can't headlight a midnight wheat field in October to find that big trophy 

buck. Additionally, a game warden shouldn’t be allowed to arrest me for having caught too many 

fish. I personally don’t’ think there is such a thing as too many fish. If I am lucky enough to catch 

a hundred fish, that is nobody's business but mine, and it sure isn’t the government’s business. 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department needs to be closed and we need to sell all of the state 

parks. I am sure we could find a rich New Yorker that would be interested in buying Palo Duro 

Canyon State Park so that he could brag to his cronies that he owns a Texas panhandle ranch 

once owned by the famous Charlie Goodnight. 

 

Our prison system is another place we could trim the budget. With the exception of those 

criminals who have earned themselves a life sentence…and convicted politicians, we need to 

release every inmate who has served at least ten years. Surely they have learned their lesson in a 

decade of confinement. 

 

If the Governor expects all of us to tighten our financial belts, he needs to do his part to trim the 

budget by finding cheaper housing. I suggest that we sell that mansion, and find a nice clean $600 

apartment near downtown Austin that would be convenient to the capitol building. That mansion 

would probably sell for two or three million dollars, and could be added to the state’s Rainy Day 

Fund. 

 

Furthermore, any legislator who earns more than $30,000 annually from his or her private 

business back home should not be paid a salary by the state; they already make enough money. 

Additionally, we should not provide legislators with funds for an office staff and office supplies. If 

teachers are expected to provide most of their teaching supplies, legislators should not have a 

problem with providing their office supplies. To further curb state spending, all out of state travel 

by legislators and government officials should be eliminated. After all, what good ideas are going 

to come from anywhere else but Texas? 

 

Now let's attack the 800 pound gorilla in the room: EDUCATION. Let’s cut all school employees 

salaries by 20%. After all, teachers should be able to pay for their four years of college on a leaner 

budget. Teachers also need to sweep their own rooms so we can eliminate janitors, saving even 

more money. For another cost cutting measure, we can require all schools to go on a four-day 

work week to save 20% on their utility bills and student transportation costs. Besides, a three-day 

weekend would give teachers and administrators an opportunity to get a part time job to make up 

for the reduction of their school district salaries. Furthermore, I recommend that we do away with 

the twelfth grade; the senior class is a waste of time and tax money. If students have not learned 

enough to make it in the world on their own by the time they finish the eleventh grade, they can 

join the minimum wage work crews we will so badly need in the future. 



 

These next ideas will cause a little public fuss, but if we are going to reduce spending and cut out 

the fat, they are necessary. We need to stop all school travel, both adults and students. This 

means no UIL athletics and no marching bands, because there won’t be any out of town trips. If 

parents want their children involved in these interscholastic competition activities, they should 

move to states that are willing to waste tax money on them. This also means no Vocational Ag 

shows and trips. If Texans want their kids involved in agriculture education programs, the county 

4-H is available; that is why 4-H was invented. No school money should be spent on this 

duplicated service. 

 

Let’s redesign the curriculum so that it reflects basic education that we so dearly admire: English, 

History, Math, and Science. We need to eliminate foolish things like foreign language and 

computer classes. After all, this is English speaking America! If parents want their children to 

learn another language, they can buy them the Rosetta Stone software. Technology and 

computers must go! They require space we don't have and use electricity we cannot afford. What 

is wrong with the manual Underwood typewriter that I used back in high school? 

 

To accommodate this new curriculum, we need to require elementary teachers to have 40 

students in their classrooms and secondary teachers to have 50 student classrooms. I attended 

college lecture classes that had over 200 students, so surely our public school teachers can 

accommodate three or four dozen kids. Every campus should have a maximum of one principal 

and one attendance clerk. If Wall Mart can run their stores with one store manager and one 

checkout clerk, surely public education can manage. Every district should have the maximum of 

one superintendent and one secretary. If more help than that is needed at central office, then 

surely a creative superintendent could recruit a group of volunteers like the Candy Strippers at 

the local hospitals. 

 

The Texas Education Agency should feel the budget ax like all the commissions. Since public 

schools are not going to have enough money to meet the standards and mandates for a world 

class quality educational system, then TEA will have nothing to do. Their Austin headquarters on 

North Congress is prime real-estate that could become a revenue source for Texas. 

 

For more budget cutting opportunities, we need to stop wasting money on buses and diesel fuel, 

and stop hauling kids to school. If the general public wants lower taxes, then surely, they would 

be willing to drive their children to school to get an education. We need to close all the school 

cafeterias. How in the world did we get sucked into the idea that we are supposed to feed school 

children? Again, if the general public wants lower taxes, then surely, they would be willing to send 

a sack lunch to school with their children every day. 

 

Now let's take on higher education. I recommend that we close all state supported colleges and 

universities; they simply take too many tax dollars to operate. If parents want their children to get 

a college education, Texas has dozens of top quality private church supported colleges and 

universities. I am sure that SMU, TCU, Rice and Baylor would welcome the enrollment growth. If 

parents can't afford the tuition and fees at these private colleges, there are many fine state 

supported universities in other states. If parents want their kids to play big time college football, 

they should send them to Oklahoma where many of our talented players go already. 

 

As I reflect on all the changes that I am recommending, I don't really know how much tax money 

my proposals would save. My best guesstimate, however, is that if we follow my concepts, we can 

reduce the state's expenditures to fit the available revenue dollars without raising taxes or using 

the "Rainy Day Fund". My budget cutting handiwork will produce a low tax, small government, 

free of government intrusion, magnificent State of Texas. I am proud of being a part of providing a 



solution to our state’s present budget crunch. As I lean back in my computer desk chair to admire 

the new Texas I have created, I am stunned. I realize that I have just recreated the State of Texas in 

1915. 

 

“IF YOU WANT TO GO FAST, GO ALONE; IF YOU WANT TO GO FAR, GO TOGETHER.” African 

Proverb 

 

By now, every school district in Texas has started to school, either with teachers and students or with 

teacher orientation. The first days of school bring excitement with a touch of anxiety to every community 

in our state. Volleyball season is in progress, and football season is just around the corner. Friday Night 

Lights bring pep rallies, half-time marching performances, cheer squad routines, and excitement! TACS 

wishes for each of you a school year where the enthusiasm of the first days never dies! 

 

Whether in academics, sports, or fine arts, we all benefit by being a part of a vigorous, active, and vibrant 

group. The same is true of your school district. While you may be good going it alone, you become great 

by working as a group. The answers to all of your leadership questions become clearer when you seek 

the help and advice of colleagues. 

 

In much the same way, your school district benefits from your participation with TACS. You can grow 

professionally by attending our conferences and professional development events, your students benefit 

from the many scholarship opportunities presented to them by TACS, and your employees can be 

protected by the low-cost professional liability insurance available to them through TACS. 

 

TACS membership is win-win, and it is affordable. You have recently received an invoice for membership. 

Why not complete it and begin receiving the benefits that you, your students, and your employees 

deserve? If you plan to join with us, but you are struggling to remember where you put that invoice, just 

click here for a membership application. 

 

You need us; we need you. Let’s go far together! 

 

TRIBFEST ‘17 

 

Austin, Texas is known as “The Live Music Capital of the World”. It is also known for its good food and the 

unique experience of dining from food trucks. The city’s citizens are known to be health conscious which 

in many ways clashes with the lively nightlife of Sixth Street. 

 

There is hardly a weekend when Austin is not buzzing with activity. South By Southwest, the Austin City 

Limits Festival, the Circuit of the American Grand Prix auto racing, Willie Nelson’s Fourth of July Picnic, 

the Republic of Texas biker rally, and Longhorn football games clog the city’s calendars and fill the hotel 

rooms to capacity! Each year another highly anticipated event in Austin is the Texas Tribune Festival. 

 

Year after year, the Texas Tribune Festival brings together exciting speakers from around the state to 

discuss issues important to Texans and the nation. The 2017 Festival – running September 22-24 at the 

University of Texas at Austin – will feature more than 60 panels grappling with hot-button topics. 

 

Current educational issues affecting Texas will be hotly debated at Tribfest’17. Students and educators 

can participate in the event for a registration fee of only $50. Make your plans to attend the Texas 

Tribune Festival 2017 (September 22-24) today! You may register for it here. 

http://texaseducatorsvote.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/TACS_MemberApp_2017-18.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/festival/attend/

