
	
June 21, 2018 
 
T e x a s  E d u c a t o r s  V o t e  U p d a t e  
 
I spent the better part of a day last week with 40 other people who are all working to register high school 
students to vote. I was inspired to see the hard work being done by volunteers from a variety of 
organizations across the state, all dedicated to getting eligible voters registered.  
 
At the meeting, there was a lengthy discussion of the Texas law requiring high school principals to offer 
students the chance to register to vote twice a year if they are 18 or will turn 18 that school year. The 
Texas Civil Rights Project (TCRP) convened this meeting, and they have also been working to keep 
elected officials from intimidating educators from modeling civic engagement for kids. We appreciate their 
efforts on behalf of Texas voters, including educators and students.  
 
According to data from the Texas Secretary of State’s office, in 2016, only 14% of public high schools 
requested voter registration forms from them. State data showed that in 68% of Texas counties, not a 
single public high school requested voter registration forms from the Texas Secretary of State, and zero 
of the approximately 1800 private high schools requested voter registration applications. Data from 2017 
showed improvement, but still left much room to do more. In 2017, 28% of public high schools with 20 or 
more students and 34% of school districts requested forms. In 2017, 2 private high schools requested 
forms, up from zero in 2016. In the report The High School Vote, How Texas fails to engage the next 
generation of voters, TCRP argues that if the Secretary of State were to automatically send principals the 
voter registration forms, instead of requiring you to request them, it would be far easier for you to comply. 
We agree!  
 
Meanwhile, for now, you still have to request them. We understand that you (or your principals) get an 
email twice a year with the link to request voter registration forms. The timing is not always ideal for 
making sure that your students and staff have time to register by the deadline to early vote in upcoming 
elections. I have spent countless hours unsuccessfully trying to find that link on their website, and finally 
asked them to send it to me! I have encouraged the Secretary of State’s office to make this link visible 
and easy to find, but will not hold my breath…. Now that I have the links, I will share them with you!  
 
This is the link to the Survey Monkey where you can request voter registration forms from the Secretary of 
State: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/hsvoterregistrationorderform  
Here is the PDF version: https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/high-school-principal-order-form.pdf 
 
This link has information about how to return the voter registration applications and other relevant 
information for students and staff: https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/notice-to-high-school-
students.pdf 
 
The Texas Civil Rights Project prepared a document explaining the law and how to comply with it. You 
can find it here on the Texas Educators Vote website: Texas High School Voter Registration Guide 
 
TCRP has a new website with a map of which schools and districts have requested forms in the past. 
Check it out and scroll down to see if your district’s information is accurate!OwnOurVote.org Let us know 



if your schools and/or district are not accurately reflected, and also please let us know if you are 
registering students and staff through a different method, so we can let them know!  
 
If you have an effective method for registering students and staff that you are willing to share, please 
send me a note as well. We would love to share your great ideas with other districts.  
 
TO DO: 
 
1. Request voter registration forms now for the number of eligible students and staff that you 
expect to have in August. online order form or pdf order form 
 
2. Make plans to incorporate this into your summer convocation for staff, and to include a voter 
registration card for new employees that you bring on over the summer. Encourage those already 
registered to make sure their information is up to date and 
accurate. https://webservices.sos.state.tx.us/vrapp/index.asp  
 
3. Plan to distribute voter registration cards to eligible students at the start of the year, to be sure 
they are all registered and ready to vote by early voting in October.The deadline to register for the 
November election is October 9th, but ideally students and staff will be registered in advance of that to be 
sure they can early vote in October!  
 
4. I also urge you to work with local groups that make themselves available to help you engage 
and register students.  
 
In order for educators (teachers, counselors, bus drivers, cafeteria workers, custodians, administrative 
staff, and others) to model civic engagement for Texas students, they must be registered to vote and their 
information must be accurate and up to date. We are all working toward the same goal of increased civic 
engagement by creating a culture of voting in our schools!  
 
Many thanks for all that you do to educate Texas students and to ensure they will have a strong 
democracy going forward.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Yeager 
Texas Educators Vote 
 
	


