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The Texas Commission on Public School Finance met on Tuesday to hear invited testimony about 
English learners, educator supports, regulatory inefficiencies in public education, spending requirements 
for allotments, and general spending flexibilities. The all-day meeting was packed with testimony about 
effective programs, areas where state regulations and rules are hampering efficient work by districts, and 
best practices that would improve education for all Texas students. In a perfect world, the commission 
would integrate these findings and figure out how much it would cost to provide a world-class education 
for ALL Texas students - no matter whether they are English language learners, require special education 
services, live in poverty, or face any of the multitude of challenges our students face. Then, they would 
fund public education at that level.  
 
Unfortunately, the commission chair (Judge Scott Brister) has reiterated that his priority is to find ways to 
do more with less, and many on the commission favor parallel forms of education that detract from the 
limited funds available to the 95% of Texas students who rely on public education. This is shortsighted 
and will be a great loss for our students, teachers, families, and the state of Texas that would prosper 
under a well-funded system of education that pays for creative and enriching ways to teach our students 
and prepare them for the workforce and society. That said, there are several commission members who 
consistently fight for public education and the rights of each and every Texas student and we are eternally 
grateful for their efforts and support.  
 
Each ELL panelist presented research demonstrating that dual language programs are the best method 
to improve academic proficiency for all students, and that dual language results surpass even gifted and 
talented program results for non-English Language Learners. Witnesses downplayed the costs of such a 
system for fear that it would be discounted out of hand. Senator Royce West pointed out that while there 
are significant up-front costs, the long-term cost of not implementing such programs would be higher in 
terms of required social services and incarceration. Chairman Huberty seemed frustrated, since he knows 
that all of these great programs have price tags and as he learned in his fight to provide additional funding 
last session, the Senate has been unwilling to inject additional funds for public education.  
 
Commissioner Morath testified on the educator support panel that higher pay would help recruit better 
teachers, and that improving working conditions would help with retaining teachers. HD Chambers, 
superintendent of Alief ISD, pointed out that increased pay that only goes toward increased healthcare 
costs is a wash. He outlined many unfunded mandates that the state has handed down that really eat into 
district budgets. As in past education hearings, Superintendent Chambers urged commission members 
and legislators to decide what they want from public education and then fund it appropriately to meet 
those goals. The current funding is out of alignment with the ambitious goals the state has set in terms of 
college and career readiness. He also urged commission members to measure success somehow other 
than through standardized tests.  
 
Witnesses on the last three panels argued that inflexible TEA rules and insufficient funding limit the ability 
of districts to make the best decisions for kids. Examples included flexibility in spending Comp Ed funds, 
and limits based on definitions of “at risk.” Several examples of effective and innovative programs were 
presented, and witnesses begged for funding and flexibility to use funds to implement good programs. 



 
This was the ninth meeting of the full commission, and workgroups focusing on expenditures, outcomes, 
and revenues, have been meeting separately, some publicly, some not. The next meeting of the full 
commission is scheduled for July 10th. Someone unfamiliar with the underlying political machinations of 
the capitol might have attended the meeting and left feeling optimistic and hopeful. There are many 
innovative, effective, and proven approaches that should be funded and promoted as best practices for 
our diverse districts to implement what will work best in their communities. Sadly, that is not what this 
commission was created to do, and it is unlikely that the result will be additional funding.  
 
Here is the language of the law creating the commission: 
 
The commission shall develop recommendations to address issues related to the public school finance 
system, including: 
1. The purpose of the public school finance system and the relationship between state and local funding 
in that system; 
2. The appropriate levels of local maintenance and operations and interest and sinking fund tax effort 
necessary to implement a public school finance system that complies with the requirements under the 
Texas Constitution; and 
3. Policy changes to the public school finance system necessary to adjust for student demographics and 
the geographic diversity in the state. 
 
The commission may establish one or more working groups composed of not more than five members of 
the commission to study, discuss, and address specific policy issues and recommendations to refer to the 
commission for consideration. 
 
Not later than December 31, 2018, the commission shall prepare and deliver a report to the governor and 
the legislature that recommends statutory changes to improve the public school finance system, including 
any adjustments to funding to account for student demographics. 
 
Without the courts instructing the legislature to fix school finance, it has never voluntarily done so. With 
many politicians answering to wealthy donors who want vouchers, and others fighting to keep public 
education alive, whomever has the most power will determine the outcome.  
 
It is exciting to hear about programs that work and to know that many educators and elected leaders 
support moving in the right direction. How then do we make sure that public education is properly funded 
and working to provide the best programs and opportunities for all kids? Elect people who want to do that. 
If every eligible voter working in Texas public schools, and all eligible students voted, we could make that 
a reality.  
 
It is vital that Texans understand that voting isn’t just something that is good to do in the abstract. They 
need to understand that voting, or not voting, has specific consequences for them, their kids, and the 
future of public education. Thank you for all that you do for your students, teachers, and communities. 
Working in education is truly a selfless act in these trying times!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Yeager 
TACS Governmental Relations 
 

 


