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“HARD TIMES DON’T MAKE HEROES, THEY REVEAL THEM.” Bob Riley 

 

Who among us hasn’t dreamed of being a hero? In the 1980s, Willie Nelson sang that his “heroes have 

always been cowboys”. Heroic acts are the theme of inspiring stories, movies, and television programs. 

We read of heroic acts being performed multiple times each week on-line and in our local newspapers.  

 

Often we think of those who serve their country in military uniforms and those who serve their 

communities as policemen, firemen, and EMTs as heroes. In fact, these people are heroes because they 

place their lives “on the line” to protect others. However, ordinary people often demonstrate heroism while 

living their day-to-day lives. It’s been said that a hero is one who knows how to hang on just one minute 

longer. 

 

Temar Boggs is a hero. That’s what he was called on the television news. That’s what his certificate 

says.  

 

Temar was just hanging out in his neighborhood with friends on a warm July afternoon when the police 

stopped and asked the boys if they had recently seen the little blond haired, five year old girl in the picture 

they were handed. When the boys replied that they had not seen her, a policeman asked them to keep an 

eye out for the little girl. She had recently disappeared from an adjacent neighborhood, and authorities 

feared that she may have been kidnapped. 

 

A half hour or so later, with nothing better to do on the lazy summer day, the boys decided to stroll over to 

the girl’s block to “check out” the situation. Again, the boys were approached with a picture of the little girl. 

With darkness approaching, Temar was overcome with a feeling that he had never experienced before. “I 

felt like I was going to find her,” he later reported. He turned to a friend and said, “Can I borrow your 

bike?” As he sped off on the borrowed BMX, Temar peddled toward his own subdivision. He didn’t have a 

plan. The boy just stayed alert as he rode past green lush lawns and well-kept houses. 

 

Soon, Temar spotted a maroon Chevy slowly driving in the neighborhood like a visitor unsure of the 

house for which he was looking. As the young man peddled toward the car, it topped a hill, suddenly 

stopped, made a u-turn, and headed back toward the boy on the bike. As the maroon Chevy met him, 

Temar spotted a little blonde haired girl in the front seat! Instantly, he knew it was the missing girl, “for 

sure!” 

 

Temar, a middle school athlete in track, football, and basketball, wheeled the bicycle around in hot pursuit 

of the vehicle. For several minutes he trailed the car as the driver continued slowly winding his way 

through the neighborhood. Finally, the driver pulled the car to a stop at the curb, opened the passenger 

door, and the little blonde headed girl slipped out.  

 

As Temar got off of his bike, the little girl ran into his arms and the kidnapper sped away. Temar reported 



that the little girl was not crying. “She just wanted to see her mother,” the boy later reported. According to 

the police report, the little girl said that as she was going for her bicycle, the man pulled up, engaged with 

her in conversation, then suddenly grabbed her and drug her into his car. The suspect was later identified 

as a 63 year old known sex-offender. 

 

The police chief told reporters, “Temar’s heroism is something we don’t see every day. For a young boy to 

do that; it was a very brave thing.” 

 

When Temar’s mother heard of his deed, she had a different reaction. “You could have been hurt!” she 

cried, but she filled with pride when her son responded, “What would you have done for me? I know that 

you wouldn’t have stopped until you found me. I didn’t do it for attention. I just wanted to help.” 

 

Wow! If we stop and think about it, isn’t that the characteristic that really defines a hero? The action is not 

for the glory. It’s not for the recognition. It’s not for the acclaim. It’s not for the awards. The real hero, “just 

wants to help!” 

 

The Texas 85th Legislative Session was a tough one. It was tough for educators, and it was hard on the 

legislators. There were many legislators this session whose actions and votes were heroic for public 

education. The voucher votes alone are enough to jeopardize the careers of some Senators and many 

House members. The TACS Executive Committee wants to recognize the Heroes of the 85th 

Legislative Session!  

 

YOU CAN HELP US identify the heroes! If you feel that your Representative and/or Senator was 

courageous in their defense of Texas public schools this session, we want you to nominate them for 

recognition. With your nomination, TACS will frame a certificate of recognition and send it to your region’s 

TACS Executive Committee member for presentation to the legislator(s) during a gathering at your ESC 

in the fall. It cannot be easier. Just send your legislator(s) name to bhaenisch@tacsnet.org or reply to this 

email, and we will do the rest. 

 

Texas public schools need all the heroes we can get! 

 

MEET THE TACS LEADERS 

 

TACS strives to be the “voice” for small, mid-size, and rural school districts before the legislature and 

state agencies in Texas. One of the secrets of our success is the outstanding leadership the organization 

receives from our officers. Over the years, TACS has been fortunate to have visionary officers who have 

a knack for setting a course for success and for working well with others.  

 

June 1st marked the beginning of the terms for our new slate of officers. These outstanding leaders bring 

a diversity of style and talents to TACS. They share, however, a passion for public education and for 

providing the best for the school children of our state. They also bring a common vision for the role TACS 

can play in ensuring that public education remains the Number 1 priority of our state. 

 

Bill Alcorn is serving as the TACS President for this school year. Bill is the superintendent of the Haskell 

ISD where he has served since 2008. The Haskell ISD is located in ESC Region 14. Prior to beginning 

his work in Haskell, Bill was the superintendent of the Eden ISD for four years. Mr. Alcorn received his 

bachelors and masters’ degrees from Tarleton State University. 

 

Eddie Bland is serving TACS as its President-Elect this year. Eddie has recently been hired to serve as 

the Superintendent of the Snyder ISD which is also in ESC Region 14. Here is an interesting fact, this will 

be the first time in the history of our Association that the President and President-Elect come from 

schools in the same ESC region! Prior to moving to Snyder, Dr. Bland served as the superintendent of the 
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Bridgeport ISD for eleven years. Before that he was superintendent of the Haskell ISD for four years. 

Eddie recently earned an Ed.D from the University of North Texas. 

 

Jason Marshall will be the TACS Vice President. Jason is the superintendent of the Palestine ISD in 

ESC Region 7. Before coming to Palestine in 2011, Mr. Marshall served the Cooper ISD as 

superintendent for three years. Jason received a bachelors’ degree from Baylor University and the 

masters’ degree from Texas A&M-Commerce. 

 

With the exemplary leadership from our officers, TACS expects 2017-18 to be a banner year for our 

organization and for our members! 

 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE TACS SAN ANTONIO CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY NATIONAL 

IPA. RESERVE SEPTEMBER 10, 11, &12 ON YOUR CALENDAR FOR A TIME OF GOOD FOOD, FUN 

ON THE RIVER WALK, GREAT FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER SCHOOL LEADERS, AND DEEP 

LEARNING! IT’S EASY – JUST REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE. DON’T FORGET TO RESERVE 

YOUR ROOM AT THE PALACIO DEL RIO HILTON AFTER YOU REGISTER. WHY NOT MEET ME IN 

SAN ANTONIO? 


