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MAYBE BABY – Buddy Holly 

 

I have heard it said that from the late 1950s until the mid-1960s Seminole, Texas might have been 

nirvana for teenagers. During these early years of Rock’n Roll, Seminole could have competed with any 

town in the USA for the title of “Teen Heaven”. Realtors will tell you that a successful sale involves three 

parts: (1.) location, (2.) location, (3.) location! If that is true, Seminole had location sewn up! 

 

You see, Seminole is located between Lubbock and Wink. Now for some of you that may not mean much, 

but in the late 1950s two of the hottest Rock and Roll bands resided in west Texas – Buddy Holly & The 

Crickets in Lubbock and Roy Orbison in Wink. The Seminole teen center had a dance 

every Saturday night, and I am told that Buddy Holly would perform one Saturday and Roy Orbison 

performed the next. Can you imagine kids dancing to Holly’s That’ll Be the Day and Peggy Sue or 

Orbison’s Only the Lonely, Crying, and Oh, Pretty Woman? 

 

In talking to some of the Seminole Indian graduates from that era, it is obvious that those dances left a 

bold impression. The dances did not seem to define who each person became, but they did provide an 

enriching bond that made life in Seminole special and helped to build memories that connect them to 

today.  

 

While your teen years may not have been spent listening to Rock and Roll bands or country music artists 

in person, there are shared memories that have bound you and your classmates and friends through the 

years. Whether it is big games, shared “inside” jokes, or maybe a favorite teacher, when you and your 

friends gather at a reunion or other event, stories from your youth bring enjoyment and sense of 

“oneness” with friends. 

 

During those times of merriment and reflection on your high school years, does anyone ever bring up with 

delight the standardized tests that you all took? Well, my friends don’t either!  

 

As Rep. VanDeaver’s bills HB 515 and HB 1980 and Sen. Seliger’s SB 463 labor their ways through the 

legislative process, it sometimes makes a sane person ask, “What has education become.” To many, it 

can seem that some legislators and special interest groups are determined that the state will produce 

test-taking robots who become adept at separating what must be done to pass from what must 

be learned for success in life. They are not perfect, but HB 515, HB 1980, and SB 463 do return some 

common sense to a testing regimen that can too often seem short on it. 

 

Let’s all hope that over the next few years our legislature can settle on a student testing program that 

strikes the right balance so that students graduate with the confidence that they are academically 

prepared for their futures while infusing their school years with the joy of learning! If educators’ efforts 

pay-off, and we can get the state’s testing program right, students will graduate whistling Buddy 

Holly’s Oh, Boy! rather than his Fools’ Paradise. 

 

MEET YOU AT THE ALAMO 

 



What are you doing September 10, 11, and 12? Not sure? Then, why not meet me in San Antonio for 

the 2017 TACS San Antonio Conference sponsored by National IPA? It’s a fast-paced two and a half 

days filled with shopping or golf, great food, good fun, and extraordinary information. This year we will 

take a “deep dive” into the 85th Texas Legislative Session with some insiders who can provide a different 

look at the session. Come and join us as we hear from legislators, legislative staffers, governmental 

relations “pros”, and others who can unravel many of the mysteries of the session. You don’t want to miss 

it! 

 

The room rate is an unbelievable steal, the registration fee covers most of your food, and spouses are 

welcome to attend – what more can you want? Register today atwww.tacsnet.org, and don’t forget to get 

a room before leaving the site! 

 

See you in San Antonio! 

 

TACS MEMBERSHIP 

 

Speaking of the San Antonio Conference, did you know the registration fee is reduced for TACS 

members? Why not return your district’s membership invoice right now. They were sent to you the first 

week of April. If you can’t find your invoice just email me at bhaenisch@tacsnet.org or contact us at 512-

440-8227. We want to be sure that you, your staff, and students enjoy the many benefits that come with 

TACS membership. 

 

What are the benefits, you may be asking. Well, here are just a few of them: very inexpensive but high 

quality educator liability insurance, thousands of $$$$ in scholarships for students from member schools, 

outstanding training opportunities for administrators and school board members in a variety of locations 

around the state, and “boots on the ground” advocacy before legislative bodies and state boards and 

commissions. 

 

Honestly, TACS membership is a bargain that you do not want to be without!! 

 

LOOKING FOR TEACHERS? 

 

You are in the middle of teacher and administrator hiring season. If you find yourself stumped trying to 

find “just the right person”, I may know the place you need to call. Check with your ESC. Most of them 

have alternative programs to train teachers and administrators. ESCs provide appropriate training and 

close supervision to ensure candidates who are ready to bring something “special” to your campuses and 

classrooms. After all, your ESCs work to meet your educational needs. When you “win”, they “win”. Pick 

up the phone and give them a call. If your ESC does not provide for alternative certification, they know an 

ESC near you that does. You should give them a try! 
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