
 

May 3, 2018 
 
T e x a s  E d u c a t o r s  V o t e  U p d a t e  
 
Remind voters about May 5th local elections if your district has one. 
Early voting for the May 22nd state primary runoff starts May 14th.  
 
There has been some confusion about the upcoming elections as some cities, school districts, and water 
districts are holding elections on May 5th. If your district is in an area where that is the case, please make 
sure your staff, students, and community members are aware that the election is taking place and how 
important it is to participate in any and all elections!  
 
Right behind it, runoffs for the primary elections that were held in March will be held on May 22nd. 
Early voting is May 14-18th and voting in those elections is extremely important! With turnout so low in 
these runoffs, each votecarries an enormous amount of weight. Flex those powerful civic engagement 
muscles! 
 
This Texas Tribune article helps explain what is on the May 22nd primary runoff ballots. And this 
one reinforces how much more your vote counts in elections such as this where turnout is usually low. As 
Ross Ramsey, Executive Director of the Texas Tribune, points out in this article, “In election years without 
potential presidents at the top of the ticket, the numbers are far worse – and the opportunities for power 
moves by small groups of activists are at their highest.”  
 
The above quote should make you think of the various time-consuming and costly requests for 
information you have received in recent months, whistleblower letters sent to your staff at home, or false 
accusations made about your school board in letters sent to voters in your district. All of those attempts to 
hinder efforts to get educators to the polls are exactly the kind of power moves made by small groups to 
elect certain candidates who don’t support public education in the state of Texas. They are counting on 
you and your staff to stay home instead of making the effort to learn about candidates and get to the polls 
to vote.  
 
Please prove them wrong and vote! Modeling civic engagement for students, and teaching them this habit 
is how voter turnout in Texas will improve over time. It is also how we will strengthen our democracy and 
ensure Texans use their voice at the ballot box rather than letting a small group determine the outcome of 
our elections. 
 
A few reminders: 
1.  Anyone who voted in the March 6th primary election must vote in the runoff for the same party 
they voted for in March.  
2.  Anyone who didn’t vote in March, but is registered, can vote in either party’s runoff.  
3.  Voters can see what is on their specific ballot on the League of Women Voter’s Vote411.org website. It 
is a great site that allows you to do your homework before you go to the polls. Please share this site! 
 
Additional resources to help you prepare for the primary runoff election: 
1.  The non-partisan League of Women Voters of Texas has a great page with links to videos and other 
social media posts about voting.  

https://apps.texastribune.org/texas-elections-2018-primary-runoff-candidates/
https://www.texastribune.org/2018/04/27/analysis-texas-elections-theres-power-small-numbers/
https://www.texastribune.org/2018/04/27/analysis-texas-elections-theres-power-small-numbers/
http://www.vote411.org/
https://my.lwv.org/texas/voter-education-media


2.  Texas PTA has developed a local advocacy toolkit to help you engage your community. They have 
valuable advice for organizing non-partisan candidate or issue forums leading up to an election.  
 
We know you are extremely busy at the end of the school year. Just know that if you and your 
community turn out to vote, maybe at the end of next school year you will have elected officials who are 
dedicated to helping you educate your students, rather than ones who are working against you at every 
turn.  
 
Thank you for promoting civic engagement to your staff and students. It couldn’t be more important!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Yeager 
Texas Educators Vote 

 

https://www.txpta.org/local-advocacy
http://texaseducatorsvote.com/

