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IT’S A BIRD, IT’S A PLANE,…IT’S SUPERMAN 

 

Let’s go back in time. Not really that far, considering the number of years civilization has been prospering 

on the earth, but certainly further back in time than most of the readers remember. In 1951, George 

Reeves was offered the part of Superman in a television series The Adventures of Superman. George 

considered himself a movie actor, and he almost turned the part down because, at that time, actors 

considered television work demeaning. George was, however, a starving actor so he reluctantly accepted 

the role. 

 

Maybe George was a great actor because to many thousands of children in the 1950s, George 

Reeves was superman! From the television program, to personal appearances, to product endorsements 

Reeves became the “face” of Superman. George loved his band of adoring children. He loved the values 

of “truth, justice, and the American way” that Superman lived and taught. He loved the opportunity to fully 

develop the character over a run of many years, but by the mid-1950s George was tiring of the role and 

its meager paycheck. Maybe it was burn-out, but George was ready to break into the “big time”. 

 

He hoped to show his versatility by singing with Tony Bennett and his comedic instincts by appearing on I 

Love Lucy after his Superman days were over. However, these roles only led to some parts in forgettable 

“B” movies. 

 

Depressed, George Reeves committed suicide in June, 1959. Did he become so typecast as Superman 

that he was not believable in other roles, or was he just one more actor with big dreams but limited talent? 

 

There was a contemporary of George’s who faced obstacles of his own. This actor was born into a 

wealthy family at the beginning of the twentieth century. An acceptance letter from Yale University 

seemed to fast track the young man to wealth and power, but poor grades and misconduct derailed his 

dreams. 

 

Expelled from school, the young man turned to the military. His father was delighted that some discipline 

would help his son refocus and return to Yale. Regretfully, a fist fight earned him a split lip, and three 

days in the brig. Later an “accidental” AWOL earned him an early exit from the service and a trip back 

home. 

 

Looking for a job, any job, the young man had a brief stint with the National Biscuit Company, and he 

failed miserably as a tugboat inspector before stumbling into his true calling and the job he would keep for 

the rest of his life…acting. 

 

The young man was a good actor. For ten years he made a string of pictures, many of them forgettable. 

In the most memorable one, he played a vampire in the Return of Dr. X. He was such a good vampire 

that audiences were mesmerized. They cringed at his hollow eyes, his sallow complexion, and the bared 

fangs. It was, however, the lisp that the scar tissue from that busted lip he received while in the service 

that sold his performance. If ever there was a person destined to play a vampire to fame and fortune, it 

was this young man! I mean, how many leading men have you seen with a heavy lisp? 



 

A lesser actor may have taken the money and run to all of the vampire roles he could find. Not this actor, 

however. After ten years of learning his craft, Humphrey Bogart took his lisp and turned it into a tough-guy 

trademark! 

 

Two actors who could have been pigeonholed into parts that left them typecast. Both actors had talent. 

One self-destructed; the other one took his disability and built it into the cornerstone of his acting success. 

 

These stories can speak to us in so many ways. They tell us, I think, that regardless of the trajectory of a 

legislative session, it is never too late for it to become one that is memorable for its great 

accomplishments. They scream that it is never too late for a legislator, any legislator, to take a leadership 

role to lead changes that can transform our state. They speak, I think, to talents that lie within each 

student in your school and to opportunity educators have to help unleash enormous potential. They speak 

volumes to many of you and to the difference that you can make in your students, your staff, your 

schools, and your community. 

 

This is not the time to be the Superman George Reeves became but to be the super man that was 

Humphrey Bogart! 

 

LOOKING FOR TEACHERS? 

 

In today’s job market, slightly more than half of the new teachers in Texas each year come to schools 

through alternative certification programs. While there are program providers galore, a good source for 

quality classroom teachers and campus administrators is your regional Education Service Center. ESC’s 

provide excellent training and supervision to ensure candidates who are ready to make a difference for 

your students. Why not give your ESC a call and see if the leaders there can help you find just the right 

candidate for your unfilled positions? 

 

IT’S TUESDAY, SO… 

 

Don’t forget to Tweet your district and campus success stories using #TxEdTuesday. Connecting your 

schools’ successes with your state representative and senator is a good practice, and politically savvy!  

 

Also, launched in December 2016, the #IAmTXEd campaign collects and shares the ongoing success 

stories of Texas educators whose work is leading to greater student outcomes and achievements. The 

social media posts are shared statewide each Thursday via the TEA’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 

accounts.  

 

“Social media is a great avenue for quickly sharing stories that spotlight our teachers, but this website 

offers a place to view our ongoing collection of great work,” said Commissioner Morath. “There continues 

to be no shortage of great work taking place in classrooms across our state every school day.” 

 

Stories from the campaign feature teachers providing rigorous and rewarding academic experiences; 

highlight the critical role that educators play in students’ lives; showcase teachers driving student 

achievement, a love of learning and personal growth; and/or exhibit instances in which educators go 

above and beyond to provide meaningful learning experiences for students. 

 

Since the campaign’s launch, the published #IAmTXEd stories have highlighted the work of educators in 

almost 20 districts, including the Northwest, Lubbock, Duncanville, Presidio, Decatur, Amarillo, Port 

Aransas, Floresville, Socorro, Crosby, Cleburne, Kaufman, Cypress-Fairbanks, Comstock, New 

Braunfels, Athens and Rockwall independent school districts, as well as the Harris County Department of 

Education.  

 

Their stories have reached approximately 300,000 people via social media to-date. TEA has solicited 

https://twitter.com/txedtuesday
http://tea.texas.gov/iamtxed/
http://tea.texas.gov/iamtxed/


submissions to the #IAmTXEd campaign directly from school districts and charters and plans to publish 

stories from every region of the state. 

 

Submitted stories should be approximately 300 words in length and include at least one high-resolution 

photograph that corresponds to the story. To see submissions and to learn more about 

the #IAmTXEd campaign, visit TEA on social media or online at www.tea.texas.gov/iamtxed.  

 

For questions regarding the campaign or to submit a story, please email IAmTXEd@tea.texas.gov.  

 

SAN ANTONIO, ANYONE? 

 

Texans enjoy visiting San Antonio. That is a fact! If you are a real Texan, join us for the 2017 TACS San 

Antonio Conference Sponsored by National IPA on September 10th, 11th, and 12th. Held at the Hilton 

Palacio del Rio on the River Walk and within walking distance of the Alamo and the other attractions of 

San Antonio, this conference is one-of-a-kind! It features a great program, wonderful food, and fantastic 

fellowship…and all for the lowest registration fee of any quality learning experience. Bring your spouse 

and join us! Just go towww.tacsnet.org and click CONFERENCES to register. We will see you in San 

Antonio!! 
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