
 

April 11, 2017 

 

A SAD STORY 

 

Did you see this letter to a newspaper advice columnist recently? I think I did, but I may have dreamed it.  

 

“Dear Annie, 

 

Our family is so dysfunctional! No one in our family seems to like anyone else. We are bad about talking 

about each other behind their backs, yelling at each other, and just generally being disrespectful to each 

other. At times, one side of the family seems to try following the ‘Golden Rule’, but the other side’s 

attitude screams, ‘What’s in it for me?’ 

 

The leaders in our family just do not get along at all. They seem to approach their responsibilities from 

opposite points of view. While one tells his family, ‘It’s my way or the highway’, the other one tells his 

‘kids’, “You know what you are supposed to do. Just do it!’ 

 

The family member with the most experience, the one we have looked to in the past for help, seems to 

have disappeared. His idea of help is to say, ‘Do what you want to do.’ I think he may be afraid of some of 

the others in our family tree. 

 

There was a time our family was filthy rich. We were flush with cash, and we lived like it. But that was 

then. Now we are hard strapped for cash. We can barely provide the necessities of life. We are borrowing 

money just to pay our bills. Everyone in the family is stressed! 

 

Annie, can you help us? 

 

Discouraged and Confused” 

 

As I remember it, Annie’s reply was right on target. 

 

“Dear Discouraged and Confused, 

 

You must be a Texas state legislator. I have heard ya’ll are having a rough session. Guys and gals, stop 

bickering and remember that you were elected to serve your state! Remembering these three simple 

rules will help you: (1.) Work to pass laws that benefit the people of your state, not just the special 

interests. (2.) Listen to your constituents before you cast a vote. (3.) Get your work done, and leave 

Austin ASAP. Always recall that some of you are there for the right reason. When you find them, follow 

their lead. The session is not over. There is still time to do some good! 

 

Annie” 

 

Now that I think about it, I don’t think I read that letter in the newspaper. I wish I had, though. More 

importantly, I wish some legislators had read it. There was good advice in it. With two-thirds of the 

legislative session over, some are thinking that the 85th Texas Legislative Session cannot end soon 



enough! 

 

TACS CONFERENCES 

 

The TACS Spring Conference in Tyler last week was exceptional! As promised, Dr. Marsha Farney 

wowed the audience, and Drs. Breithaupt and Harrison from the UIL were excellent. We had a good 

crowd, and a good time. Our Abilene conference is tomorrow. We have a good group registered. They will 

have an outstanding day in store, also. Next year, why don’t you plan to join us at one of our regional 

conferences? They are always exceptional. 

 

Speaking of exceptional, don’t miss the National IPA/TACS San Antonio Conference that will 

be September 10th, 11th, and 12th. Held on the River Walk, we have a fantastic line-up of speakers, two 

delicious receptions, mouth-watering breakfasts to kick start your mornings, more lunch than you can 

digest, golf, and all of the fun and amenities of the River Walk.  

 

There are many of our “regulars” who tell us that this is the conference; a must-attend. It’s on your mind 

right now. Go to www.tacsnet.org, click on “CONFERENCES” on the right side of the page, then hit 

“TACS San Antonio Conference”, and then “Register Now”. Complete the registration form, hit “Submit”. 

Don’t get in too big of a hurry, however. You will want to book a room at the special conference rate 

before you close the page. It’s an easy process to guarantee you a spot at the 2017 National IPA/TACS 

San Antonio Conference! 

 

IT’S TUESDAY. YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO 

 

Since it is Tuesday, we are all developing two new habits. The first one, Tweet your stories of the 

exceptional things occurring in your schools using #TxEdTuesday. Be sure to tag your state 

representative and senator, and retweet any tweet with #TxEdTuesday.  

 

Then, after sending that Tweet, become a regular contributor to #IAmTXEd. #IAmTXEd is a statewide 

social media campaign that collects and shares original stories of Texas educators whose work is leading 

to greater student outcomes and achievements. Sponsored by TEA, #IAmTXEd would like to hear stories 

that demonstrate teachers providing arigorous and rewarding academic experience; stories that highlight 

the critical role that educators play in the lives of students; stories where teachers are driving student 

achievement, alove of learning and personal growth; and stories where teachers are going above and 

beyond to provide meaningful learning experiences inside and outside the classroom. 

 

I know, you are asking, “How do I submit something?” That is easy! Email you story (300 words or so) 

and a picture OR a short original video to iamtxed@tea.texas.gov. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

The 24th annual TACS Academic Challenge Scholarship Contest was held on the campus of the 

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor in Belton, Texas, last Sunday afternoon. Seventy one teams competed 

in two divisions for scholarships totaling $37,500. A similar amount of scholarship funds were distributed 

earlier in TACS Academic Challenge regional contests. This has been a hallmark year for the program 

with the largest number of competing schools and the largest scholarship amount in the history of the 

contest! 

 

In Division I, this is the order of finish: 

 

1. Sundown High School – Team Q 

2. Whiteface High School – Team I 

3. Sundown High School – Team I 

4. Whiteface High School – Team Q 
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5. Seagraves High School – Team I 

 

There were 44 teams that qualified to compete in the Division I contest. 

 

In Division II, this is the order of the finish: 

 

1. La Vernia High School – Team I 

2. Tuloso-Midway High School – Team I 

3. Mabank High School – Team U 

4. La Vernia High School – Team Q 

5. Fort Stockton High School – Team U 

 

Twenty-seven teams qualified for the Division II state contest. 

 

TACS sends our gratitude and thanks to the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor and its faculty and 

administration for hosting and running the scholarship contest and to Dr. Gene Sheets, the contest 

director, for organizing and directing the program! Also, thank you to the teams who competed this year.  

 

We hope that next year, every school district who is a member of TACS will participate in the contest. It 

just gets bigger and better each year! 

 

Speaking of scholarships, TACS has received 203 applications for the thirteen $1,000 scholarships that 

will be awarded to high school seniors this year. The selection committee will meet in a week to make the 

awards selections. 

 

TACS sends a special “THANK YOU” to our corporate partners who make this scholarship program 

possible and to each high school senior who applied! 


