
 

March 21, 2017 

 

THAT IS ONE SICK PUPPY! 

 

Let’s talk about George. Our regular readers already know quite a bit about George. You know, for 

instance, that George is my family’s twelve year old Golden Retriever. You know that George is a big boy; 

about 100 pounds. You know that George loves, no idolizes, our daughter. You already know that 

George has some common sense rules for living that translate well for human use. You know that George 

has a new friend in our home, Rocky the ten pound Shih Tzu. 

 

George has been with my wife and me since he was a puppy. We have, in many ways, grown up 

together. We have grown older together. We have grown comfortable together. All of that to say, George, 

my wife, and I have learned over time to overlook some foibles that each of us may possess, and we 

have, to some extent, learned to take each other for granted. We three are, however, totally devoted to 

each other. 

 

Recently, for no other reason than it had been a year since George had seen his veterinarian and we 

sensed that something was “not quite right”, we scheduled a checkup for him. Now let me tell you how 

unusual a gap of one year between vet visits is for us. Two years ago, the vet clinic we use named our 

dogs as Patients of the Month and gave my wife and me two box seats to a Round Rock Express game 

because of our frequent clinic visits! After tests were run, we were informed that George’s calcium count 

was a little high. With some drugs to fight infection and another scheduled appointment for one week 

later, George and I left for home.  

 

In a week, George and I returned to our doctor to learn that his calcium level was alarmingly high. A call 

by our vet to one who specializes in internal medicine got us an appointment for the next day. Tests and 

x-rays and ultrasounds brought in a surgeon for a consultation. Before my wife and I left the clinic, 

George was in surgery. Now, we were relieved to learn that the small tumor on one of George’s 

parathyroids was benign, but little did we know that after four days of hospitalization our real journey to 

his recovery was just beginning. 

 

To get his calcium level to the acceptable range, our first task was to get George to eat a dozen Tums 

tablets a day for a week. If your first thought is, “I’ll bet dogs love Tums” you need to think again! 

Additionally, there was a regimen of other medications to help “fix” our boy up. The surgeon had warned 

us to be alert for signs that George’s calcium level was dropping too low. She worried as much about low 

calcium as she had about high calcium. She mentioned that quivering muscles and him rubbing at his 

face with his paws was a dead give-away that something was wrong. Sure enough, ten days after coming 

home, George showed the classic symptoms of low calcium on a Sunday evening. A trip to the 

emergency hospital and another four day stay in the hospital brought his calcium level to acceptable once 

again.  

 

Vigilance, medicine, and TLC seem to be working. George is making progress toward recovery every day. 

 

Today is a big day for public education at our state Capitol. Senate Education hears SB 3 the “voucher” 

bill beginning at 9:00 this morning, and then at 2:00 this afternoon, the House Public Education 



Committee meets, and HB 22, that body’s effort to improve the A-F accountability system, will be one of 

the bills heard.  

 

My wife and I could sense that something was wrong with George, but we could not put our finger on 

exactly what it was. In that same way, these two bills are a sign that something is “not quite right” with the 

politics of our state. The school choice (voucher) movement and the rush to labeling schools with an A-F 

are two of the driving forces with our legislators this session. There are those who believe that these two 

issues are inextricably connected. After trying to pass a voucher bill for ten years with no success, what 

better way is there for its proponents to achieve their goal than to find a way to label most public schools 

with a D or F? 

 

In revealing conversations recently, I was able to watch a Senator’s aide sweat when she was asked by a 

constituent about her boss’s position supporting vouchers. When it became apparent the questioner did 

not support them, she had to finally admit that his position had nothing to do with “what the folks back 

home” wanted. Later that day another senator’s young aide admitted to a group that his boss “did not like 

vouchers” but had to support them to stay on the right side of the Lt. Governor. With relief he did say, 

“The good news is the House will never pass a voucher bill!”  

 

Most legislators will say that the A-F system is here to stay. They will only talk of improving the system. 

When asked why they support it, they answer that it is about transparency. They think a grade of A-F is a 

reflection of the job the schools are doing. Yet when asked to explain how grades were determined for 

every district and campus in our state on the trial run that was released to the public in January, not one 

legislator can even begin to explain the basics of the grading system! 

 

Vigilance, medicine, and TLC all worked together to help George recover from his illness, and these three 

ingredients can help educators defeat vouchers (once again) and to either end, delay, or improve the A-F 

accountability system. 

 

VIGILANCE = stay informed, from today to the end of the session, on both of these issues. 

 

MEDICINE = educate your community on these issues, and keep the phone lines “hot” between your 

community and your legislators’ offices (representative AND senator). Calls and emails make a 

difference!! Do not be afraid to call often to see if the legislator’s position has changed!! 

 

TLC = always keep the students affected by the decisions in your mind, and ask your legislators to do the 

same! 

 

Vigilance, medicine, and TLC are the keys to recovery from an illness, and they are the keys to a healthy 

legislative session for public education! 

 

DINNER DISCUSSION WITH DIANE RAVITCH 

 

TACS likes to combine food and fun with learning. The Friends of Texas Public Schools must operate 

by that same philosophy. How else can you explain the Dinner Discussion with Diane Ravitch that they 

are planning? This event will be held at the Austin Marriott North (2600 La Frontera Blvd. in Round Rock) 

on Wednesday, March 29th beginning at 6:30 in the evening.  

 

Diane Ravitch is an educator, a former Assistant Secretary in the Department of Education under George 

W. Bush, an author, and a prolific blogger and supporter of public education.  

 

For an unforgettable evening, join your friends and me in Round Rock on Wednesday, March 29th by 

clicking here to purchase tickets online. Hurry, tickets need to be ordered by close of business tomorrow! 

 

LET’S ALL RALLY AT THE CAPITOL  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-with-diane-ravitch-tickets-32075078423


 

WHAT: Save Texas Schools Rally at the State Capitol 

WHERE: South steps of the State Capitol, Austin, TX 

WHEN: Saturday, March 25, 2017; 10 am to Noon 

 

Public education in Texas continues to struggle with the challenges of underfunding and over-testing. 

Texas children deserve better. Join thousands of fellow Texans standing up at the Capitol to say THE 

TIME TO ACT IS NOW! 

 

For rally information, go to www.savetxschools.org. 

 

DON’T FORGET THE TACS SPRING CONFERENCES 

 

If you are of a certain age (and there are fewer and fewer of us every day), you can at times shut your 

eyes and hear George Hamilton IV sing:  

 

“Abilene, Abilene 

Prettiest town I ever seen. 

Folks down there don’t treat you mean, 

In Abilene, my Abilene.” 

 

Why not find out what so captivated George Hamilton by attending the 25th Annual TACS Abilene Spring 

Conference held on the campus of Hardin-Simmons University? The date isWednesday, April 12th. Join 

us there for breakfast and lunch, a fantastic program, and a great golfing experience.  

 

The week before (April 4th) we will be in Tyler, Texas for our 29th Annual TACS East Texas Spring 

Conference. The food is just as good, the program is just as informative, and the golfing is outstanding. 

 

Just pick the one nearest to you, and go to www.tacsnet.org for more information and to register. See you 

there! 

http://savetxschools.org/cuts/
http://tacs.gabbarthost.com/133770_2

