
 

 
March 8, 2018 
 
T e x a s  E d u c a t o r s  V o t e  U p d a t e  
 
Congratulations on strengthening Texas’ democracy 
 
The education community has embarked on an important mission to improve civic engagement and 
model participation in democracy. While we may expect immediate gratification (who doesn’t?), changing 
patterns of behavior is a long-term process, not a “one and done.” You may be disappointed with the 
outcome of Tuesday’s primary elections. We all want a legislature that supports the constitutional 
requirement of public education, and we want leaders who care more about Texas children than their own 
campaign funds. However, let’s take stock of the immense progress that was made over the past few 
months, in great part because of your willingness to create a culture of voting and encourage civic 
participation by educators. I urge you to stop for a minute and pat yourselves on the back for all you have 
done.  
 
1. Voter turnout for the primary included about 700,000 more voters than in the 2014 midterm elections. 
2. That is a growth of 35% in civic participation. WOW! 
3. More educators voting has a multi-fold effect.  
a.  It gives more people power over who leads our state.  
b.  It will pay off in future years when students become voters because they’ve watched role models show 
that voting is part of being a Texan. 
c.  Democracy is as strong as its members are engaged. 
 
As we have always said, a culture of voting means voting in every election. There will be important 
runoffs on May 22nd and the general election will be held on November 6th. These are the next 
opportunities for educator voices to be heard and for you to strengthen the culture of voting you have 
begun to create. 
 
Let’s say a disengaged student who has accepted failing grades in the past decides to put in some effort, 
studies for an exam, takes the test, and earns a C. Do you encourage him to go back to his previous 
behavior and write off trying to succeed because he didn’t earn an A on his first try? Or do you say, 
“Wow, you made some serious progress! Let’s ratchet that effort up just a few notches and perfect your 
studying technique.” That’s where we are. It is unrealistic to expect to go from zero to one hundred 
quickly, but ultimately we can get there. Let’s take pride in what we have done together – begin creating a 
culture of voting. Practice makes perfect.  
 
Enjoy the smiling faces of teachers in blue jeans, and thank educators for voting and getting excited 
about civic engagement. Tell them they made some serious progress and that with some sustained effort, 
they can knock it out of the park and get the legislature they and the students deserve. Rome wasn’t built 
in a day, but it was built with some hard work and sustained effort.  
 
Many thanks for your hard work and continued focus on the kids. Please find attached a press 
release that we sent out yesterday commending educators on the magnificent increase in voter turnout. 
Onward! 

http://texaseducatorsvote.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Statement-Educators-Voting-TX-2018-Primary.pdf
http://texaseducatorsvote.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Statement-Educators-Voting-TX-2018-Primary.pdf


 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Yeager 
Texas Educators Vote 
 

 

http://texaseducatorsvote.com/

