
 

February 22, 2018 
 
T e x a s  E d u c a t o r s  V o t e  U p d a t e  
 
THE TIME IS NOW! 
Early Voting is Underway! 
 
Early voting started this Tuesday, and will continue through Friday, March 2nd. From all accounts, turnout 
is up, and that’s a good thing. Democracy requires its members to participate or it begins to crumble. 
Texas has a history of pitiful voter turnout, and it is exciting to see more people engaged and caring about 
who governs them and voting for people who will represent them and their values. This includes young 
people – teachers and students – who are the future of Texas.  
 
If resilience is a virtue, then people working in Texas public schools must be among the most virtuous 
around. Every possible effort has been hurled your way to keep you from doing what is right - 
encouraging voting and civic engagement. Senator Bettencourt, Attorney General Paxton, Empower 
Texans, the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and their friends, have tried every way possible to stop you 
from getting out the vote. They have filed freedom of information requests both broad and specific; they 
have filed opinions saying that field trips to the polls are likely not educational; they have accused you of 
crimes; they have sought to divide you and your staff by sending letters to teachers at home with more 
lies and promises of whistleblower protections. Now they are defaming school board presidents and 
members – locally elected volunteer servant leaders – of things they have not done – all to try to get their 
friends elected by keeping educators at home. If you are not resilient, I don’t know who is. Texas children, 
parents, and taxpayers and lucky to have you at the helm, doing what is right for them and their 
communities that rely on public education.  
 
Please don’t be intimidated by the bullies. Please continue to speak up in the face of lies and false 
accusations. Of course, follow the law. However, when lies are spread that defame you, your school 
board, your teachers, and the concept of creating a culture of voting, please stand proud and speak the 
truth to your community. They need to hear your assurance that you are doing what is legal, right, and in 
the interest of their students and community.  
 
Here are a few examples of how districts have responded to false accusations and stood up for what is 
right:  
 
a.  Brenham ISD’s school board president wrote this letter to the community: http://kwhi.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/Response-to-Empower-Texans-general.pdf 
 
b.  Here is an article about Holliday ISD’s response to Attorney General Ken Paxton’s cease and desist 
letter texomashomepage.com/news/local-news/holliday-isd-superintendent-responds-to-ags-cease-and-
desist-letter.  
 
A few “to do’s” for the coming days: 
 
1. If your staff hasn’t all voted, urge them to vote tomorrow or over the weekend. People can build their 
ballots, research candidates, and find poll locations and hours at VOTE411.org More information about 
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early voting is available on the Texas Secretary of State’s site: VoteTexas.gov 
 
2. Tomorrow, Friday, February 23rd is Student Voting Day as proclaimed by the Texas Secretary of State. 
Hang these fliers around your school and encourage teachers and staff to join students if they 
haven’t voted yet. PDF of his proclamation.  
 
3. Many voters don’t realize that Texas has “open” primaries. Voters don’t register with any party, so they 
are free to vote in whichever election they choose. Some voters have strong party preferences and others 
will votestrategically based on the dominant party in their district. Each voter can make that choice in 
each election. The only limitations are these: 
a.  If you signed a candidate’s petition to be on a ballot, then that is the only party whose primary you 
can vote in. 
b.  Whichever primary you choose, that is the only party’s run-off you can vote in, and the only party’s 
convention you can attend. 
c.  After the primary, you are free to vote for any candidate of any party in the general or any future 
election!  
 
4. Please encourage staff and students to tweet a photo of themselves with their “I Voted” sticker once 
they leave the voting booth. (You can’t do it in the polling location or your ballot will be cancelled.) Use the 
hashtag: #blowingthewhistle and @txlege.  
 
5. Please follow Texas Educators Vote on Facebook and Twitter for helpful and non-partisan posts and 
tweets about voting. You can also find lots of good voter info on our website at TexasEducatorsVote.com. 
 
Creating a culture of voting should be a 100% positive activity for school districts to engage in. Stay 
strong in your resolve to do what is right! Please let us know if you have any questions – broad or specific 
– about voting, or how we can help you encourage educators to model civic engagement by voting!  
 
To the polls!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Yeager 
Texas Educators Vote 
 

 

https://www.votetexas.gov/
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/projectvote/pdfs/svd-proc-option.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/TexasEducatorsVote/
https://twitter.com/TxEdVote
http://texaseducatorsvote.com/
http://texaseducatorsvote.com/

