
 

February 14, 2017 

“SPEAK CLEARLY IF YOU MUST SPEAK AT ALL; CARVE EVERY WORD BEFORE YOU LET IT FALL” Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Sr. 

Today is Valentine’s Day! It’s a day for flowers, candy, and greeting cards with sweet messages. It’s a day for using words l ike, 
“sweetie”, “honey”, and “baby doll”. Today, most of us will be on our best behavior with the one we love. On other days, 
however, disagreements, arguments, or “knock-down-drag-out” fights can result from one or the other sending mixed signals. 

A mixed signal is defined as “…an unclear message often contradicting a situation.” Mixed signals can be sent whenever 

human beings interact. The Internet is full of stories of confusion that results when a person sends a mixed message – some 
with funny results and others with more serious consequences. For instance, I read of a man who swore that he once saw a 
tombstone in a cemetery that read, “Nothing is written in stone.”  

In another, a farmer wanted to express his love to his wife, so he drove his tractor around his field to make a giant love heart, 
but the heart was made from spreading cow manure in the field. There was no report of which message his wife received! 

Supposedly, Neil Marten, a member of the British Parliament, was once giving a group of his constituents a guided tour of the 
House of Parliament. During the course of the visit, the group happened to meet Lord Hailsham, then lord chancellor, wearing 
all of the regalia of his office. Hailsham recognized Marten among the group and cried, “Neil!” Not daring to question or 
disobey, the entire band of visitors dropped to one knee! 

Finally, one last story. J. Edgar Hoover ran the FBI, no question about it. As a result, almost all of his subordinates were on the 
lookout for ways to impress the boss. A young man who was in charge of the FBI’s supply department wanted to impress Mr. 
Hoover by cutting costs. On his own, he reduced the size of the memo paper they used, and soon a message on one of the 
new memo sheets ended up on the boss’s desk. After a quick look, Hoover determined that he did not like the size of the 
margins on the paper and quickly scribbled on the memo, “Watch the borders.” His message quickly filtered out to other 
agents, and for six weeks it became extremely difficult to enter the United States from Mexico or Canada! 

These examples of mixed messages bring a smile to our faces. However, not every example of a mixed message is funny. 
Educators are getting some mixed signals from the state Capitol these days; sometimes in the same speech. In the 
Governor’s State of the State speech, he left many people scratching their heads. For instance, many of us remember that the 
state franchise tax was created in 2006 and all of its proceeds were dedicated to public education to off-set the state’s 
reduction of the school property tax by one-third. While the tax has never met its goal of fully funding education, in his address 
Governor Abbott stated, “We must continue to cut the business franchise tax until it will fit in a coffin.” That statement has left 
many wondering about the governor’s priorities and how he plans to pay for educating the state’s school children. 

Yet, in the same speech he bragged that more Texas high schools are ranked in the nation’s top 100 schools than any other 
state. He said that Texas had the fourth highest graduation rate in the nation, the second highest graduation rate for Hispanic 
and African American students, and was ranked first for graduating economically disadvantaged students. He didn’t stop there, 
however. Governor Abbott pointed out the progress that Texas has made under his leadership to establish a high quality Pre-K 
program that meets a “gold standard”, and he urged the legislature to do even more. He challenged them with, “Do it right or 
not at all!”  

 

Did he stop his gushing there? No. Before quoting President James Madison on the importance of education in protecting our 
liberties, he mentioned that some of the very best teachers in America work in Texas classrooms. Outstanding! What parent, 
student, and educator would not feel good? Well, apparently Governor Abbott. Before the speech ended, he made a plea for 
legislators to pass school choice legislation “…to empower parents to choose schools that best fit their child’s needs.” Just the 
week before at the School Choice Rally, on the steps of the Texas Capitol, with a yellow scarf symbolizing “choice” around his 
neck, our governor stated, “I want that law [school choice] to reach my desk and when it does I will make the choice to sign it.”  

All in all, our governor’s words in his State of the State may be the epitome of mixed messages! 



There are times when good advice comes to us from the strangest of places. In a quote from TEN THINGS EVERY WOMAN 
NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT MEN we find, “If he is sending you mixed messages, the message is clear: he does not like you!”  

Wow! The truth can hurt. 

#TxEdTuesday CAMPAIGN 

Educators are dedicated to educating children, and too often we leave it to others to tell the stories of the wonderful things 
happening in our Texas schools. The Friends of Texas Public Schools is a wonderful partner in sharing the “good word” of 

the positive things happening in our schools. However, they can always use educators help. Social media is an easy to use 
tool that is used by most educators, and it is a powerful tool that allows us to play an active role in helping to spread the word! 
After all, if Twitter and Facebook can serve as the primary tools in electing a President of the United States, undoubtedly it can 
play an important role in building a more positive perception of Texas public Schools.  

Three superintendents serving schools in Region 10 and all members of TACS, John Wink (Blue Ridge ISD), Doug Williams 
(Sunnyvale ISD), and Kevin Worthy (Royse City ISD), invite you to participate in the #TxEdTuesday social media campaign to 

promote public education, to encourage and thank legislators who support education, and to post messages of support/or 
opposition for bills that stand to impact students and teachers.  

Here is how it works: (1.) Each Tuesday, participants will use Twitter and Facebook to engage their legislators about the great 
things happening in their public schools. (2.) They will also tweet and post messages of support for legislators and bills that 
can greatly improve public education. (3.) Don't forget to attach pictures or images; it will increase engagement. (4.) Also, tag 
people, especially legislators. One goal is to let members of the House know that we support their work and their support of 
public education. (5.) Use the hashtag #TxEdTuesday to ensure your posts are part of the campaign.  

So, here is what we need for you to do: 

TELL IT – Tell your school's story. What good news do you have to share? Also thank the legislators who support your 

students, families, and teachers. Post messages of support or opposition for bills that stand to impact students. 

TAG IT – Tag your state representatives and senators (See the attached list). It is very important that you include the hashtag 
#TxEdTuesday. This will allow everyone to easily see the #TxEdTuesday tweets and retweet throughout the day.  

SHARE IT – Share and retweet positive stories you see from other school districts. Let's support each other and public 

education in Texas! 

 

#TxEdTuesday Graphic 

Use this graphic when posting any day of the week to market and promote the campaign. Another graphic option is available 
here. 

Schedule Tuesday Posts 

It's a good idea to create five or 10 posts to schedule to go out throughout the day on Tuesdays.  

#TxEdTuesday Goal 

The goal is to have at least 1,000 posts using the #TxEdTuesday hashtag on both Facebook and Twitter each Tuesday. The 
idea is to keep the conversation going about what is important for the students served in public schools. 

Come on Texas educators. Today is Tuesday. Let’s get those messages out! 

SCHOLARSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS, SCHOLARSHIPS 

http://texaseducatorsvote.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/85th_TXLEGE_Twitter.pdf
https://twitter.com/txedtuesday
http://texaseducatorsvote.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/TxEdTuesday_Tell-IT_Tag-IT_Share-IT_Image-2017.jpg
http://texaseducatorsvote.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/TxEdTuesday_Small_Image-2017.jpg


TACS has a vibrant scholarship program! Last year we awarded almost $70,000 in scholarships to high school students, and 
our goal this year is to increase that to $75,000 or more. Our program is in two parts; (1.) thirteen $1,000 scholarships that are 
made possible by several of our generous corporate partners and (2.) the Academic Challenge Scholarship Program.  

In its twenty-seventh year, the Academic Challenge Scholarship Program has grown to a two division contest with competition 
at the regional and state level. Three member teams compete head-to-head in exciting contests with questions based on the 
TEKS in the four core academic areas. Scholarships are awarded at the regional and state contests. Regional contests begin 
soon. Get your teams and plan to compete! 

For more information about the TACS scholarship programs, applications for the $1,000 scholarships, and a complete 
description of the Academic Challenge contest, just click “Scholarships” on the TACS website (www.tacsnet.org). One click 

may change a student’s life forever! 

http://www.tacsnet.org/?page=sch1
www.tacsnet.org

