
 
February 10, 2017 
 
TACS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
While we await the start of committee meetings to hear some of the hundreds of bills that have 
been filed, we have been at the Capitol meeting with legislators and their staffers about TACS 
priorities and concerns. Meanwhile, we have been attending hearings as they arise, and 
increasing avenues of communication with you all to keep you in the loop and gather your 
wisdom from the field. Here are the highlights from this past week. 
 
1. TRS Hearing 
Last Friday, February 3rd, the Senate Finance Committee took up the issue of TRS. We learned 
at the hearing that Senator Joan Huffman intends to file a bill addressing TRS ActiveCare. From 
her comments at the committee meeting, it appears that the bill will include key points from the 
interim report including: 
1. There will be one plan with a high deductible ($4,000 in network and $8,000 out of network). 
2. Only districts with fewer than 1000 employees will be allowed to participate in TRS 
ActiveCare.  
3. Districts with fewer than 1000 employees will have one chance to “opt out”. 
4. The state will continue to pay $75, and districts will pay a minimum of $150.  
 
On the TACS legislative conference call earlier this week, we discussed this issue and there was 
widespread concern that this is no better than the current system. It seems clear that the senate 
is focused on cutting costs rather than improving the system. This approach basically encourages 
people to open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs). Participants also expressed concern about the 
limits on the system if the large districts are excluded. Any real economies of scale would be lost 
in such a system. Actuaries are apparently telling legislators that excluding big districts is a good 
idea and we will need to actively to inform them otherwise. Bruce Gearing from Dripping Springs 
was on the call and reminded us that TRS-Care is in trouble. 1.2 billion dollars are needed to 
keep TRS-Care afloat and there has been no mention of where those funds might come from. We 
are looking out for a TRS bill to be filed and will give you more information once it is out! 
 
2. TACS Legislative Conference Call 
This Monday at 9:30 am, we held our second weekly legislative conference call. We were 
delighted to have 35 participants! These are officially Legislative Committee meetings, but any 
and all of you are welcome. We had a productive discussion and look forward to next week’s call. 
In addition to discussing the TRS finance hearing, we discussed some key testing bills and A-F. I 
gave brief overviews of two house bills that would reduce testing to no more than federal 
requirements, and also mentioned key bills aimed at eliminating the sunset provision on Individual 
Graduation Committees.  
 
HB 515 (Rep. VanDeaver): This bill requires Texas to test no more than required under federal 
law. Accordingly, it would: 
1. Eliminate the writing tests in grades 4 and 7, and the social studies test in grade 8.  
2. Eliminate the U.S. History EOC and one of the English EOCs.  
3. Give SBOE the power to work with districts to adopt a testing calendar that minimizes 



disruption to instruction.  
4. Repeal the writing assessment pilot that came from HB 1164 last session. (That bill originally 
was written to allow for local writing assessments with reporting to the state. It was completely 
revised in the Senate and then even further “interpreted” by TEA.) Howell Wright of Huntsville ISD 
was on the call and said that his district is participating in the pilot. He told us that the pilot is 
indeed a mess. While the implementation is less bad than TEA originally outlined it, it is still not 
doing what the original bill intended. The author and pilot participants seem happy to see the pilot 
put to rest. 
 
HB 1333 (Rep. Isaac): Representative Isaac held a press conference introducing this bill last 
week, and he even gave it a name: “The Teaching over Testing Bill.” Parents, teachers, and 
educators have expressed support for the bill thus far. There has been pushback from the 
creators of NCLB, but that is to be expected. This bill does 4 main things:  
1. Prohibits data from state assessments being used for teacher performance. 
2. Limits state testing to no more than is required by federal law. 
3. Requires the Commissioner to adopt rules to choose nationally recognized norm-referenced 
assessments as alternative assessments that can be used in grades 3-8. *This promotes local 
control by allowing districts to choose from a list of tests approved by the Commissioner. 
4. Revises the accountability system and changes the weight of various domains. Most 
importantly, it reduces the weight that can be based on state tests in Domains 1-3 from 55% to 
25%.  
5. Repeals the writing assessment pilot.  
*This bill would require a federal waiver to allow #3 to occur, as currently all students must take 
the same test. 
 
SB 463 (Sen. Seliger) and HB 966 (Rep. Huberty): These are companion bills (identical) that 
eliminate the sunset provision from SB149, which created Individual Graduation Committees 
(IGCs) last legislative session. Without passage of this or similar legislation, the IGC option would 
end in September of 2017. These bills would make IGCs a permanent option. There are other 
bills that either eliminate the sunset or push it back, but this is the highest profile bill as both 
authors are on the education committees.  
 
SB 606 (Sen. Huffines): This bill permits Districts of Innovation to use national exams (SAT, ACT, 
etc.) in lieu of EOCs. It sounds good! However, Senator Huffines rarely (if ever) promotes 
education that is helpful to public education, so I looked for an ulterior motive. My guess is that he 
is proposing this to preempt voucher opponents’ arguments that private schools must be held to 
the same assessment and accountability standards as public and charter schools. Nonetheless, 
ESSA does allow for states to adopt SAT, ACT, and other national exams in lieu of state tests 
and many states are moving away from state tests toward these national exams. We will keep an 
eye on this one.  
 
I am working on a list of bills by issue, and will update it as more bills are filed. A list of the dozens 
of testing bills will be up on the TACS website soon and we will send a link when it is ready.  
 
A-F Discussion: 
We continued our discussion of A-F, which is at the forefront of all of our minds. Barry said that 
he hears the message loud and clear that districts want to get rid of A-F. Meanwhile, the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Senate Education Committee Chair have all stated that A-F 
is here to stay. While you do what you can in your districts to engage your communities (parents, 
chambers, realtors, educators), we will continue working with you and the legislature to see how 
to improve the system in case it is staying. The discussion included the following: 
1. Jason Marshall shared a proposal he outlined to make the achievement indicator fairer, by 
adding a multiplier for students with various challenges (income, ELL, special education, etc.). 
2. Doug Rice raised the issue of Domain 4 giving unfair advantage to schools and districts with 
AP over Dual Credit. In addition to requiring 12 credits of dual credit work in comparison to 1 AP 
or IB class, there are no requirements for signing up for AP classes, while students must 



demonstrate college readiness to take a dual credit class. These are excellent points that we will 
seek to have addressed. 
3. Judd Marshall told us about some stellar work he has been doing in Mt. Pleasant. He is out in 
the community meeting with bank presidents, realtors, and other business owners discussing the 
good work the schools are doing and the dangers of A-F. At the annual chamber dinner, which 
was attended by state elected officials and a representative from U.S. Senator Cornyn’s office, 
the Chamber president talked about the great work of the schools and the dangers to the 
community of A-F, vouchers, and other legislation that is being promoted that will hurt public 
education. He got a standing ovation! If this can be done in districts across the state, we might be 
able to kill A-F!  
 
The next Legislative Conference Call will be held on Monday, February 13th, 2017 at 
9:30am Central Time. Calls end at or before 10:30am. Please join us! 
The call-in number is: 563-999-2090 
The access code is: 297-918# 
 
3. U.S. Secretary of Education Update 
There was an unprecedented show of engagement by students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, and community members calling their U.S. Senators urging them to vote against 
Betsy DeVos in the name of public education. In spite of the tens of thousands of calls that 
clogged congressional phone lines, Senators Cruz and Cornyn joined their Republican peers 
(with the exception of Senators Collins from Maine and Murkowski from Alaska) to vote for Betsy 
DeVos. With those two senators and all 48 Democratic senators voting against, Vice President 
Mike Pence placed the tie-breaking vote to confirm Betsy DeVos as the Secretary of Education. 
As you know, she has no personal or professional experience with public education and has been 
a major force for privatization in the state of Michigan. With her support and the growth of for-
profit charters and vouchers, Michigan public schools are in dire straits. Public education 
advocates in Texas and around the country have our work cut out for ourselves! 
 
4. House Public Education Committee 
Thursday, February 9th, House committees were named. Representative Dan Huberty is the new 
Chair of the House Public Education Committee. Representative Huberty has been an active 
member of the House Public Education Committee since being elected to the Texas House in 
2011. Representative Huberty served on the Humble ISD school board for 5 years before 
heading to the legislature. Representative Diego Bernal will be the new Vice Chair replacing Alma 
Allen in that position. Before being elected to the Texas legislature in February 2015, 
Representative Bernal was a member of the San Antonio City Council. During his first year in the 
House, Representative Bernal took the initiative to meet with every one of his 55 school districts 
to listen and learn. We are hopeful that he will be a good addition to the committee. 
 
Dan Huberty, Chair 
Diego Bernal, Vice Chair 
Alma Allen 
Harold Dutton 
Dwayne Bohac 
Joe Deshotel 
Linda Koop 
Lance Gooden 
Gary VanDeaver 
Morgan Meyer 
Ken King  
 
New members include: Representatives Diego Bernal, Linda Koop, Lance Gooden, and Morgan 
Meyer. Committee members from last session who have either left the legislature or who have 
moved to other committees include: Chairman Jimmie Don Aycock and Representatives Marsha 
Farney, Rick Galindo, and Mary González. Now that the committee has been named, hearings 



are likely to begin being scheduled. Let the excitement begin! 
 
Thanks again for your hard work leading your districts and caring for Texas students! 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Regards, 
 
Laura Yeager  
TACS Governmental Relations 
 


