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WHO’S WATCHING THE WEDDING CAKE? 
 
My wife loves weddings. Well, really, she enjoys weddings, but she LOVES the wedding 
receptions! White cake with a creamy white frosting, mints, and salted nuts put a smile on her 
face and a skip to her step. In fact, there have been times that she was so hungry for that 
combination of flavors and textures melting in her mouth that we have embarked too late in the 
evening to find the closest things she can find. In a pinch, an HEB or Wal-Mart bakery cake has 
met her approval. 
 
One December evening a few years ago, she had a yearning for “wedding cake”. One stop, and 
she found just what she wanted. When we returned home, she fixed herself a treat: a nice big 
piece of cake, a few mints, and a handful of salted nuts on a plate. Wanting to relax and enjoy her 
snack, she left the food on the kitchen counter and went to change into her PJs and robe. Her 
mouth was watering as she returned to the kitchen to retrieve her plate. 
 
From the kitchen, I heard her ask, “Where is my cake?” Not realizing she was talking to me, I just 
ignored her. Again, she queried, “What did you do with my cake?” Her tone told me that she was 
talking to me, so I responded with a helpful, “I didn’t take your cake. Keep looking. It’s got to be 
there somewhere.” Eventually she disappointedly gave up looking for the dessert. 
 
At the time we had two dogs. Since Solomon, the Yellow Lab, was in the room with us, we had 
not realized that George, our Golden Retriever, had excused himself from the room. Later that 
evening, when we noticed that George was not with us, we went to the back door to summon 
him. As we turned the porch light on, my wife saw the plate that had held the cake, nuts, and 
mints lying in the grass. When no one was watching, George had taken the plate off of the 
counter, walked through the house with the plate in his mouth, had exited through the doggy door 
into the backyard, and had not dropped one morsel of food! Obviously, George liked wedding 
cake as much as my wife. 
 
For decades, public education has been held in high esteem by the citizens of our state and by 
our elected officials. However, over the past few years, it seems to many that the esteem and 
respect for public education and educators has been eroding bit by bit. Many educators have 
been left to feel that their profession has become a job rather than a calling. This legislative 
session, unless those who love teaching and respect educators are diligent, items that have been 
identified as priorities for the legislators –vouchers, other school choice issues, reduced funding, 
A-F accountability, high stakes testing, reduced benefits and higher premiums for TRS 
ActiveCare- have the potential to steal even more joy from teaching. Actively working together, 
those who love and respect the teaching profession can help our elected officials see the 
important role educators play in our state. We can help them help us protect our valuable state 
asset!  
 
Let’s vow to do all we can to block the “doggy door” of state government to keep a few legislators 
from sneaking away, like George, with our “cake”! 
 



NEED TEACHERS? 
 
With spring quickly approaching, all of you will be looking for teachers to replace those who will 
be leaving your employment. There are so many places for you to look for quality teachers. Who 
is not encouraged by the enthusiasm and excitement of the new teachers who have just 
graduated from our state’s universities? However, the reality is that new graduates will fill less 
than half of the teaching openings. As you look at alternative certification for teaching prospects, 
do not forget the teacher preparation programs offered at your regional education service center. 
The ESC programs are high quality, and they provide excellent supervision and guidance to 
those future teachers who are in their program. As you look for “just the right” candidates to fill 
your vacancies, why not contact your ESC? Most of them have teacher and administrator 
preparation programs, so when you have a professional position to fill, give them a call. If your 
region’s ESC does not have these programs, they can connect you to one near you. 
 
BECAUSE OF THE TASA MID-WINTER CONFERENCE, THERE WILL BE NO COMMUNIQUÉ 
NEXT WEEK. 
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