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                               “Dream Big…the path to the future begins here” 

 
 

Safe Return to In-Person and Continuity Plan 2021 – 2022 
(Revised 6-02-2022) 

 
 

Maintaining Health and Safety 
 
 
Overview of ESSER Requirements 
 
As per ESSER, U. S. Department of Education, and Texas Education Agency requirements, the district’s Safe 
Return to In-Person instruction and Continuity of Services Plan must include how it will maintain the health 
and safety of students, educators, and other school and LEA staff, and the extent to which it has adopted 
policies or practices and a description of any such policies or practices on each of the Center for Disease 
Control’s (CDC) safety recommendations, including the universal and correct wearing of masks; handwashing 
and respiratory etiquette; cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, including improving ventilation; contact 
tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine, in collaboration with the state, local, territorial, or Tribal 
health departments; diagnostic and screening testing; efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, 
and students, if eligible; appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and 
safety policies or practices; and coordination with state and local health officials. 
 
 

Continuity of Services 
 
Academic 
 
For the 2021-2022 school year, MISD WILL NOT offer remote instruction. As per the Texas 
Education Code (TEC) §25.092, students are required to attend 90% of the days a course is offered 
(with some exceptions) in order to be awarded credit for the course and/or to be promoted to the 
next grade. This requirement remains in force during the 2021-2022 school year. All students are 
expected to comply with compulsory school attendance. 
 
In addition, to the high-quality, rigorous Tier I instruction provided to all students in MISD, we are 
committed to bridging the learning gap created by the COVID-19 learning loss. MISD will address 
Learning Loss among students and implement evidence-based activities to meet the comprehensive 
needs of students to include Accelerated Instruction that meets the HB-4545. MISD will be offering a 
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wide range of tutoring opportunities. The tutoring activities will meet the requirements of HB 4545 
for students who did not pass or did not take the Spring 2021 STAAR/EOC assessment. 
 
 
English Language Learners 
 
English Language Learners will receive all required services. “Neither state or federal law provide 
flexibility to LEAs in times of emergency regarding their obligation to provide equitable access to the 
curriculum for English learners through bilingual education and ESL programs. The LEA must ensure 
that, to the greatest extent possible, each English learner can be provided language program services 
commensurate with the student’s English language proficiency level.” [TEA COVID-19 FAQ: English 
Learner Guidance, May 26, 2020]  
 
English Language Learner program services will meet the instructional components requirement of 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 89, and the Texas Education Code, Chapter 29, teacher 
certification requirements. 
 
Parent information regarding English learner services provided will be communicated via remote or 
face-to-face Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC) meetings and parent conferences 
as required by TAC, Chapter 89.12.20. 
 
 
Social and Emotional Learning for all Students 
 
McDade ISD’s pledge to provide social emotional learning services for students through social 
emotional lessons across the grade levels embedded in the district curriculum. Campus counselors 
will also be available to provide teachers and staff members in need of social, emotional, and mental 
health support. 
 

• SEL Lessons will be provided to students by counselors, at a minimum of once a week as a 
class guidance session, and as needed for individual students when requested. 
 
 

Special Populations 
 
McDade ISD is committed to ensuring a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) for all 
students. Specialized instruction and related services will continue to be provided to students with 
disabilities if those services are deemed necessary for the student to received FAPE. All students’ 
Individual Education plans are based on each student’s unique need as determined by the ARD 
committee. The effects of COVID-related regression and interruption of services will be based on 
Senate Bill 89 during all ARD meetings this year. It is imperative that students receiving special 
education services have specific plans and supports in place to account for the potentially remarkable 
regression of skills (both academic and social) that may be present. The district will concentrate its 
focus on meeting the needs of all students in a successful transition back to face-to-face instruction 
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by providing training to staff members.  
 
 
Child Nutrition / Food Service 
 
McDade ISD Child Nutrition Department will provide all students free breakfast and lunch in 
accordance with 2021-2022 Texas Department of Agriculture guidelines (Summer Seamless Option 
[SSO]). The following precautionary measures will remain in place for food and nutrition services: 

• Students may bring a lunch from home or they may access food available in the cafeteria. 
Disposable lunch sacks are preferred for food brought from home instead of plastic lunch bags 
or lunch boxes. 

• Students will eat at assigned tables and/or with assigned groups each day. Other areas may 
be used during lunches to help with physical distancing. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available to students at the start of serving lines. 
• To provide for physical distancing, visitors will not be permitted in the cafeteria during 

mealtimes, including breakfast and lunch. 
• Students will be encouraged to not share food with each other. 
• Tables will be cleaned and sanitized after each group eats. 
• Outside food deliveries will not be allowed for employees or students. If a student forgets to 

bring a lunch from home, a meal will be provided by the cafeteria staff. 
 
 
 

Disease Mitigation for Students, Staff, and Parents 
 
The key to returning to successful, sustained in-person instruction will be our commitment to health 
and safety guidelines (below). McDade ISD WILL NOT offer remote instruction. In-person 
instruction will resume on Tuesday, August 18, 2021. 
 
 
Communication with Local Health Officials 
 
McDade ISD is closely monitoring Coronavirus COVID-19 and will, to the best of our ability, follow the 
guidance of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Texas Department of State Health Services 
(DSHS), the Texas Education Agency (TEA), and state and local officials/health authorities to follow 
all precautionary measures as new details emerge. 
 
Public Health Statement 
 
On March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plans (ARP) Act was signed into law. Through this law, the 
U. S. Department of Education is providing an additional $121.9 billion for the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER III Fund). This legislation will award grants to state 
educational agencies (SEAs) for providing local educational agencies (LEAs) with emergency relief 
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funds to address the impact that COVID-19 has had, and continues to have, on elementary and 
secondary schools across the nation. 
 
Texas received $11.2 billion in ESSER III funds from the Act. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) will 
reserve the allowable 0.5% for agency administration of the formula grant grants and discretionary 
projects. TEA plans to budget a majority of the 9.5% discretionary set-aside to implement a series of 
interdisciplinary projects to continue distance learning and to upgrade remote learning resources in a 
variety of school settings. These projects will serve all student groups including disadvantaged 
populations. The projects will incorporate various strategies through multi-tiered systems of support 
and research-based approaches to meeting the needs of different student populations. 
 
The remaining funds will be used for state-level activities to address issues caused by COVID-19. 
McDade Independent School District (MISD) has received an ESSER III allocation of $548,395 for the 
three-year period through 2020-2023. 
 
This plan describes how MISD will provide a safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of 
services for the entire district. This report template complies with all reporting requirements of the 
ARP Act (Public Law 117-2), the ESSER III grant terms, conditions, and assurances (CFDA Number 
84.425U), and the interim final rule established by the United States Department of Education, 
86FR21195. 
 
 
 
COVID-19 Symptoms 
 
According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), people with COVID-19 have had a wide range of 
symptoms reported – ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 
days after exposure to the virus: 

• Fever or Chills     
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 

 
 
McDade ISD COVID-19 Standard Response Protocol 
 
1.  Prevention – No Confirmed Cases of COVID-19 Among Staff or Students 
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• Health prevention measures are in place  
• Daily intensive cleaning and frequent cleaning of common areas. 
• Limited non-essential visitor access. 
• Monitor virus trends in the community via health departments. 

2.  Mitigation – One or More Confirmed Case(s) of COVID-19 at One Facility 
• Affected area is closed for deep cleaning 
• Self-health monitoring, prevention information and staying home if ill 
• COVID-19 cases will be posted to the district dashboard 

3.  Modified Operations – Three or More Confirmed COVID-19 cases in one specific area (i.e., 
 classroom) 

• Students and staff who had close contact will be notified and encouraged to monitor for 
symptoms 

• Affected area is closed for deep cleaning 
• Self—health monitoring, prevention information and staying home if ill 
• COVID-19 cases will be posted to the district dashboard 

4.  Facility Closure – COVID-19 Cases Exceed 10% of Facility Occupancy 
• Entire facility may be closed for up to ten days 
• All students and staff at this campus may return if symptom free (upon determination by the 

school district and health authorities 
• Those in close contact with the confirmed COVID-19 positive person will be notified and 

encouraged to monitor for symptoms 
• District-wide communication to staff/parents with health monitoring guidance 

5.  District Closure – COVID-19 cases exceed 10% of Occupancy in More Than Three Facilities 
• All MISD facilities close for up to ten days 
• Disinfect all facilities and school buses 
• All auxiliary areas (such as playgrounds and athletic fields) are closed 
• Extracurricular activities are cancelled 

 
 
(Response) – Isolation Protocols 
 
Student or Staff Displaying COVID-19 Symptoms 

• When a student has displayed symptoms of COVID-19, the school will provide a clinical 
assessment to determine if and when a student needs to be sent home 

• Students who are ill will be separated from their peers and should be picked up within thirty 
minutes and no later than one hour from the time the campus contacted the student’s parent 
or guardian 

• Areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at school (student, 
teacher, or staff) will be cleaned as soon as possible 

• Students or staff who come into close contact with a COVID-19 positive individual will be 
notified and encouraged to monitor for symptoms (close contact as defined by CDC guidelines 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/determine-close-contacts.html) 

• Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow protocols including isolation from 
students and other staff members 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/determine-close-contacts.html
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• Any individuals who are test-confirmed must stay home throughout the infection period and 
cannot return to work or campus until the campus/district screens the individual to determine 
any of the below conditions for return have been met. In the case of an individual who was 
diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return when all three of the following criteria are 
met: 

o At least 24 hours have passed since resolution of fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications 

o The individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and 
o At least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared 

 
 
(Preventative) – At Home – Before School – Screening 
 
Parents / guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each day prior to 
sending their students to school. Parents should not send their children to school if they are 
exhibiting COVID symptoms, especially if they are running a fever. Staff will be encouraged to self-
screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to reporting to work each day. 
 
 
(Mitigation) – Arrival / Dismissal 
 
Arrival 

• Students are expected to arrive to school on time 
• Students will arrive by walk-up, car drop-off, or school bus; parents / guardians will not be 

able to leave their cars 
• Parents / guardians / older siblings, etc., will not be permitted to walk students inside the 

school building 
Dismissal 

• Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be at each exit and students will be encouraged to sanitize 
their hands 

• Parents picking up students during the day will call ahead; students will be sent or 
accompanied to parent vehicles upon arrival 

• Early pick-ups are not permitted unless the student has a verified medical appointment 
 

(Mitigation) - Protocols for Disinfecting and Hand Sanitizing 
• Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be available at the main entry to the campus, in classrooms, 

in the cafeteria, and in common areas throughout the campus 
• Staff and students will be expected to regularly wash or sanitize their hands 
• Elementary Campus – students will perform a thorough hand washing after recess, before 

eating, and following lunch breaks 
• Middle School / High School Campus – will be provided hand sanitizer upon entry to the 

classroom, and periodic reminders during the instructional day – thorough hand washing upon 
return from outdoors, before eating, and following restroom breaks 
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(Mitigation) – Masks / Face Coverings 
 

• Masks are optional for all students, however, masks are highly encouraged for those 
individuals who have not been fully vaccinated 

• Masks are optional for all visitors and contractors to campuses and facilities, however masks 
are highly encouraged for those individuals who have not been fully vaccinated 

• While masks are optional for those not fully vaccinated, the district encourages all individuals 
to mask indoors when county risk-levels are at 4 or 5. 

 
(Mitigation) – Facilities / Schools / Classrooms 
 

• Daily campus / building cleaning 
• Classrooms and restrooms will be disinfected routinely 
• High touch areas will be disinfected routinely throughout the day 
• Staff will have access to materials to sanitize working surfaces and shared objects after each 

use and during breaks in instruction 
• Desks and/or tables will be socially distanced to the greatest extent possible 
• Multiple locations of hand sanitizer, tissues, and trash cans will be available in several locations 

throughout classrooms and common areas to limit student and staff movement 
• Each room will have a doorstop to prop for no-touch entry between classes 
• Handwashing before and after playground use 

 
 

 
Close Contact Defined 
 
This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is test confirmed to have COVID-19. 
For clarity, close contact is defined by CDC guidelines as: Someone who has been within 6 feet of an 
infected person (laboratory confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) for a cumulative total of 15 
minutes or more over a 24-hour period (for example, three individual 5-minute exposures for a total 
of 15 minutes in one day). An infected person can spread SARS-CoV-2 starting from two days before 
they have symptoms (or, for asymptomatic patients, two days before the positive specimen collection 
date), until they meet criteria for discontinuing home isolation.  
 
(Prevention) – Water 
 

• Students will be encouraged to bring clear water bottles to school for their personal use 
• Water fountains will be accessible to staff and students 
• Water fountains will be regularly cleaned and disinfected throughout the day 

 
(Mitigation) – Recess 
 

• Playground equipment will be sanitized periodically 
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• Recess schedules and routines will limit the number of students outside to help maintain safe 
distances to the extent possible 

• Children will sanitize their hands prior to going out to recess and when entering the building 
after recess 

 
(Mitigation) – Visitors 

• All campus visits must have an educational purpose – CDC guidelines restrict school visits to 
those essential to school operations 

• In-person, virtual meetings, and phone conferences will be scheduling options when possible 
• All campus visits must be scheduled and approved by campus leadership 
• All pre-approved individuals entering the building will be encouraged to wear face coverings 

and social distance 
• Individuals proceeding beyond the reception area will be expected to maintain physical 

distance and encouraged to wear face coverings 
 
(Mitigation) – Parent Meetings 
 

• Campuses and departments will utilize both virtual and in-person meetings. All visitors must 
have scheduled appointments and visitors who are pre-approved to enter the building will be 
encouraged to wear a face covering and social distance. While masks are optional for all 
visitors to campuses and facilities, masks are highly encouraged for those individuals who have 
not been fully vaccinated. (See Visitor information) 

• ARD meetings, 504 meetings, LPAC meetings, and parent conferences (masks are optional for 
all visitors to campuses and facilities) 

 
(Mitigation) – Transportation 
 

• Families are encouraged to drop students off or walk with their students to school to help 
reduce possible COVID-19 exposure on school buses and in district vehicles 

• Per CDC order under the Public Health Service Act, masks are required on school buses. Every 
student must wear a face covering before boarding the bus and while riding on the bus or any 
other school vehicle [CDC Notice and Order; and subject to the limitations under “Applicability,” 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 264(a) and 42 CFR 70.2, 71.31(b), and 71.32(B)] 

• Student pre-screening for COVID-19 symptoms must be performed at home before heading to 
the bus stop 

• Students will be assigned seats and must sit in their assigned seat at all times 
• When possible, windows will be opened to allow outside air to circulate in the bus – at least 

50% of the windows will be rolled down as weather permits 
• Students will be required to sanitize their hands as they board the bus and again when exiting 

the bus 
• School bus drivers will be required to clean and disinfect their cockpit area after each morning 

and afternoon route 
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(Mitigation) – Extra-Curricular & Athletics 
 

• All extracurricular and athletic events will follow participation guidelines set by the UIL 
(University Interscholastic League) 

• Hand sanitizing stations will be in gym facilities and equipment will be sanitized on a regular 
basis 

• Bus travel will follow the transportation guidelines provided by the CDC 
• Spectator attendance at games and contests may be limited based on TEA, UIL, and district 

guidelines. 
• Separate entrances and exits may be utilized and event doors may be propped open to 

minimize physical contact with handles 
• Spectator seats may be marked and/or configured in a way to enforce social distancing 
• Concessions and/or concession sales may be limited or cancelled to encourage social 

distancing and to follow health and safety guidelines 
 
(Mitigation) – Fine Arts 
 

• Concerts/performances may be adjusted based on health and safety guidelines provided by an 
authorized entity (e.g., McDade ISD, TEA, UIL, etc.), including, but not limited to 
transportation procedures, number of attendees, and the orientation of concerts 

 
 
 
 


