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FAQ - Common Questions from Students/ Parents and Answers from MISD

Safety

New Question Answer

Masks

1 Will students be allowed to
wear face shields instead of
masks?

Students can wear a face mask, a face shield, or a neck gaiter.
However, we suggest that a mask or neck gaiter is the best option
when in close contact, because the goal is to cover the nose and
mouth.

2 Who will provide masks?
Home or school?

The school district will have some masks that can be provided if
families do not have any. Masks can be homemade or store
bought. As for the type, we ask that no political statements,
inappropriate pictures or language be on the masks. 

3 Will students be required to
wear masks for 8 hours?

The district is working on times that the students will not have to
wear a mask. We realize how difficult it will be to keep a mask
on a child all day. With that said, we also realize the importance
of wearing a face covering to reduce the risk of exposure. We
will need to find a balance between the two. Students will also
have the option of wearing a mask all day if they so choose.

Isolation Protocols / Close Contact / Quarantine

4 Would close contact with a
COVID positive child in the
class include all the children in
the class with that child during
the day?

Not necessarily. It would depend on things like: was a face
covering being worn, and how close the student was in relation to
other students. The district would be in contact with the Bastrop
County Health Department to make sure we were following the
up-to-date guidelines.

5 What happens if my child’s
teacher tests positive?

Depending on the close contact definition from the state, students
who do not need to be quarantined will continue with on-campus
learning with a substitute. Should the student be quarantined, we
will move that student to remove learning during the quarantine
time period.
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6 What happens if a family
member tests positive; does
the child need to quarantine?

If a family member tests positive, a medical professional will give
you information for possible quarantine of family members.

7 If an on-campus student is
quarantined, will they be able
to move to remote for the
quarantine period?

The school will work with the parents in these types of situations so
that the student does not get behind.

8 Will students in isolation be in
the office where other
students go for medication?

No, we are creating an isolation room for the district.

Cleaning Protocols

9 What specific procedures will
be in place in the classrooms
during the day to continuously
clean the classrooms and
student desks?

Between the custodial staff and instructional staff, the following
protocols have been put in place to provide clean and safe
environments for our students:
< Each classroom and restroom will be disinfected several times

daily.
< All high touch areas will be disinfected several times daily.
< Cleaning cloths will be changed for each classroom and

common area to maximize room to room cleanliness daily.
< Restrooms will be cleaned hourly.
< Desks will be sanitized between classes daily.
< Custodians will wear masks and gloves during work hours.
< The cafeteria will be disinfected between lunch periods.
< Staff will have access to disinfectant to sanitize working

surfaces and shared objects after each use and during breaks
in instruction.

Screening Protocols

10 Will MISD staff be required
to show proof of a negative
COVID test prior to teaching
on campus on September
14th?

No. Per the TEA guidelines, staff will self-screen for symptoms of
COVId-19 and report to the school district when they are
suspected of or are confirmed with having COvid-19. Employees
are not required to test unless they have shown symptoms or come
inclose contact with a confirmed case?

11 Will MISD students be
required to show proof of a
negative COVID test prior to
beginning on-campus learning
on September 14th?

No. Per the TEA guidelines, students will be screened for symptoms
of COVID-19 daily, and when they are suspected of having
COVID-19. Students are not required to test unless they have
shown symptoms or come in close contact with a confirmed case.

12 Some people do not display
symptoms at all. How will the
“screening process” help
protect our children? 

The school district is committed to following all of the guidelines
put forth by the Texas Education Agency and the Texas
Department of Health. Our first priority is to keep students and
staff safe.
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Visitors to the Campus / Parents on Campus / Obtaining Children from Campus

13 Will there be an exception
for parents to walk small
children into school on the first
day of school?

No, we will not be able to allow parents to walk students into
school on the first da of school. Our kindergarten teachers will be
well prepared for this day to handle the situation and will
welcome your children to a supportive environment that has been
sanitized. Staff will walk children to the classrooms.

14 Will I be able to pick my child
up from school and return
them on the same day (lunch,
doctor’s appointment, etc.)?

No, students will only be allowed to arrive at school one time - at
the beginning of the day, and leave one time – at the end of the
day. If a student needs to leave for any reason, they may not
return that day. We wold suggest that doctor appointments be
made at the end of the day as much as possible.

Social Distancing 

15 What specific efforts will be
made to socially distance
students in the classrooms?
Hallways? Cafeterias?

Students will be required to wear a face covering while in the
hallways and to and from the class. They will also be required to
wear a face covering any other time we are not able to social
distance students.

16 Will students be allowed to sit
together in the cafeteria at
lunch?

All meals will be served in classrooms. Lunch and dinner for remote
learners will be dropped off with afternoon bus routes.

17 How will students in the
cafeteria be able to social
distance?

Each campus is currently working on a plan to adjust lunch times so
we will not have as many students in the cafeteria at a time.
Students will have breakfast and lunch in their classrooms
Cafeteria staff and support staff will deliver meals to classrooms.

Learning

New Question Answer

School Registration / Beginning of the Year Activities

18 When is registration for
students?

Registration is August 11th, 12th, 13th.

19 How will beginning of the
year activities such as meet
the teacher work?

Our campus administrators and teaches are currently working on a
plan for a future Meet the Teacher.

20 Will students need to bring
their school supplies ahead of
time, or on the first day of
school?

Students may bring their supplies during the first week of school.
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21 Are students going to be able
to make schedule changes as
before?

Yes, schedule changes will still follow the same rules as last year.
Schedule changes will be limited to the first two weeks of school.

Learning Options

22 If you are an online learner
can you switch to on campus?

Students will be required to commit to one mode of instruction for
a nine week grading period.

23 Will books be accessible
online or will those be sent out
if needed?

All necessary resources for learning will be provided for remote
students.

24 Do parents and students
decide on asynchronous or in-
school, or is it based on the
course, grade level, etc.?

Parents and students can choose to learn on-campus or remotely,
but their grade in school and class assignments will dictate how the
course is delivered. The choice for remote or on-campus will
remain in effect until we are told otherwise by the Texas
Education Agency.

25 For remove learning, will the
student be assigned a
primary teacher contact even
if they have multiple teachers?

Students who choose remote learning will be checked on early
and often. The classroom teacher will make these regular personal
connections with your children to ensure student success.

26 If a student comes back to
campus after being remote,
will they be put with the same
teacher they were working
with through remote learning?

Yes. Students will be on the same schedule with the same
teacher(s) for both remote and on campus learning.

27 How will parents and students
get information about remote
learning (teacher, times, etc)?

Once we have all our numbers, and have created a master
schedule, contact will be made with the parent and student to get
them set up. Tentatively this will occur the week of August 10-14.

28 Will students change classes
during on-campus instruction?

Only on secondary campuses. However, we are looking at limiting
the number of time classes change. More information will be
available once we have exact numbers of on-campus learners.

Technology / Google Classroom

29 What about parent that work
past 3:00? How would we
long into online learning
before then?

Some of the work can be completed and submitted after 3:00, but
in order to be counted present, the student must log in and
engage in assignments during school hours. All teachers are
delivering learning materials and assignments via Google
Classroom. Students should have access and availability to turn in.

30 For students who don’t have a
computer, will one be
provided or will parents need
to purchase?

You will be asked to contact your campus principal to request an
additional computer. Grades 3-12 will be issued a ChromeBook.
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31 Will there be enough hotspots
and ChromeBooks for
everyone that needs one?

Until we know how many students have chosen remote learning,
we will not have a definite answer to this question. We have used
grant funds to purchase additional devices and will continue to
monitor availability. If we determine we need additional devices,
we will work on methods to secure more.

32 How will distribution of
ChromeBooks and KaJeet
SmartSpots be handled?

Campuses will schedule pick-up times for distribution of devices on
August 11th, 12th, and 13th.

33 Will parents be able to check
on the progress of their
students in the Google
Classrooms?

Yes. McDade ISD will provide training to help parents learn how
to maximize their child’s learning and utilize the features of
Google Classroom, including how to set up settings for the parent
side of the classroom.

34 How much of the remote
instruction will be interactive
with the teacher?

Each grade / subject will vary, but many courses will include
interactive features. All students will have the opportunity to visit
with teachers via the Google Meet application during class time
and recordings will be posted in Google Classrooms daily.

Dual Credit / Ranger College

35 How is McDade offering dual
credit courses this year?

We are continuing to offer dual credit through Austin Community
College and Ranger College. 

Special Education

36 What about the children that,
due to certain circumstances, it
is more dangerous for them if
they catch COVID-19?

We will work with each family to provide necessary
accommodations to support individual student needs. This will
require one-on-one consultation with the parent and the campus
staff.

37 What is the plan for life skills
students on campuses?

We have a meeting scheduled with the teachers of our life skills
students to work on more specific plans for those students. We
understand that additional precautions will need to be taken and
will make sure our staff is prepared.

38 For the students that are part
of the individualized
education program (IEP), will
they be required to attend
on-campus instruction?

Special education, 504, ESL, Dyslexia, and other related services
will still be available for identified students through remote
learning if that is the mode the parent chooses. Of course, on-
campus support will continue to be available also. Those staff
members will reach out to parents individually to outline the
accommodations that will be available to address the student
needs.

Extra-curricular Activities

39 How are extra-curricular
activities affected by these
changes? Athletics? Football?
Cheerleading? Drill Team? JH
sports? UIL Academics? Plays?

Extra-curricular activities will not resume on campus until on
campus school resumes – on September 11th. We will only have
High School Cheerleading this year.
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40 Will spectators be allowed to
attend sporting events?

We are awaiting this information from TEA and UIL and will
update as soon as we receive it.

School Start Times, Dates, and Calendar

41 Are we starting school on
time?

Online remote learning will begin on August 17, 2020 for all
students who have access to internet at home. We will provide
devices for grades 3-12. We have a few hot spots available for
parents to check out as needed. Students who do not have any
access to internet will report to school at 7:45 a.m. on August
17th for in-school learning.

42 Has start/end time changed? No. School will begin at 7:45 a.m. and end at 3:45 p.m. 

43 Is there going to be a change
in the school calendar?
Example: More breaks built
in?

The McDade ISD Academic Calendar was approved by the school
board July 28, 2020. Changes may be made to the calendar as
needed to respond to Covid cases.

Other Areas of Concern

44 What about substitutes? For in-class learning, substitute teachers will continue to be utilized
as we have in the past. If a teacher is unable to come to school
due to exposure, but is not sick, we will put a substitute teacher in
the classroom and the certified teacher will provide instruction
from home over Google Meets with the substitute’s support in the
classroom.

45 With the shortage of hand
sanitizer, is the district stocked
up with it?

McDade ISD has received nine shipments of hand sanitizer in
gallon bottles from TEA. We have begun distributing it to
campuses and departments throughout the district. Our
maintenance department will monitor the inventory and will
restock as needed.
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