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Each week, an individ-
ual student from one of 
our Hopkins County High 
Schools, will be writing a 
column. Since this is the 
first week, these students 
at North Hopkins High 
School's Junior English III 
4th period class, combined 
to write this week's column. 
Their instructor is Janis 
Thomas.

We are Ms. Thomas’' 
fourth period English class 
at North Hopkins High 
School. In this weekly col-
umn, we are going to write 
about our lives at North 
Hopkins this year. 

The students who are 
going to write this column 
are Clarissa Jolly, Lukas 
Belz, Steven Reyes, Bianca 
Andrade, Morgan Burnett, 
Jaylynn Elder, Macenzie 
Turner, Kacie Pulido, Raney 
Partin, Katie Pinson, Carla 
Regalado-Torres, Brayden 
Sneeringer, and Harley 
Boles. We all wrote this first 
column together, but in the 
coming weeks, each article 
will have one author who 
focuses on an issue that is 
important to him or her.  

A big change at North 
Hopkins this year is ex-
tra precautions for school 
safety. Due to the school 
shooting in Uvalde, North 
Hopkins is taking extra 
steps to limit the chances of 
it  happening here. No stu-
dents can open doors (such 
as doors to the outside and 
doors to enter classrooms). 
Most staff and students at 
North Hopkins ISD feel 
that the changes are for the 
best. 

Nurse Neal, our school 
nurse, stated, “It’s changed 
for the better; it is safer this 
year. There is more empha-
sis on student safety; for ex-
ample, students are no lon-
ger allowed to open outside 
and or classroom doors.”

 Mr. Ingram, our history 

teacher, explained, “I feel as 
if it’s much safer than it was 
last year because we now 
have door monitors for the 
doors that go outside, and 
our police force is much 
more active in patrolling 
the campus.”

Morgan Burnett, a ju-
nior, expressed, “I feel this 
year is safer because we 
have more rules in place 
for student and faculty safe-
ty. Everyone is much more 
alert and aware.”

Feeling safer, we can 
turn our attention to things 
we are looking forward to 
this year. Juniors get to help 
plan prom; we’re very excit-
ed. We’ve always wondered 
what goes into planning 
prom. Now we get to see 
behind the scenes and help 
out. 

Some people are bring-
ing their older siblings who 
didn’t get to go to their 
proms because of COVID. 
So, for some people there 
is a deeper meaning. Being 
able to help out this year 
will make us appreciate it 
more and value the actual 
meaning of prom. We’re not 
sure of the theme this year, 
but we do know that our ju-
nior class will make it fun, 
no matter what.

Another thing most 
students are excited about 
is sports. North Hopkins 
has teams for cross coun-
try, volleyball, basketball, 
baseball, softball, track, and 
golf. The coaches are en-
thused, too. Coach Evans, 
head softball coach, said, 
“I look forward to work-
ing out together as a team 
and making the program 
stronger.” Coach Sikes, 
head baseball coach, stated, 
“This is my first year here, 
and I am enjoying meeting 
all these good kids. I plan to 
work here till I retire.” 

  On a final note, we are 
proud to announce that 
North Hopkins School 

earned an A overall rating 
from the state for 2021-
2022; only 23% of Texas 
public schools received an 
A. The state gives this grade 
based on three key areas. 
They look at the student 
achievement, improvement 
by students (as compared to 
the previous year and other 
schools) and closing per-
formance gaps between dif-
ferent groups of students. 

  Our high school prin-
cipal, Coach Tim Hender-
son, said, “It makes us very 
proud. Our students work 
really hard, our teachers 
work really hard, and hard 
work pays off.” Braydon 
Nguyen, a senior at NH 
this year, was pleasantly 
surprised. He exclaimed, 
“That’s great! I didn’t know 
this. I would definitely send 
my kid here someday.”
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In today’s paper you 
might notice the page that 
you’re reading is our new 
VOICES page. We creat-
ed this page to allow our 
readers a place where they 
can read opinions from all 
walks of life, young, old, 
rich, poor, etc.  One thing 
that is new and beginning 
today is “Voices of our Next 

Generation.”  In this week-
ly column, you’ll be able 
to read what is happening 
with our Hopkins County 
youth, straight from them. 

I have invited schools 
here in Hopkins County 
to participate in this week-
ly column, allowing their 
students to write about 
what is happening in their 
lives, their schools, etc. If 
you don’t see your school 
represented here, then they 
most likely declined to par-
ticipate. I want to thank the 
schools who have already 
begun to send in columns 
written by their students.

 I encourage local Hop-
kins County residents to 
send in Letters to the Editor 
or volunteer to write a guest 
column. We live in a world 
now where people create 
fake names and go online 
and spew out the most 
vile and ignorant opinions. 
Don’t you miss the days 
when someone actually had 
the courage and conviction 

to write down their opinion 
and put their name and city 
at the bottom of it? It used 
to make for some great 
debates, instead of hostile 
back and forth comments 
on Facebook. 

We have a youth col-
umn that will run week-
ly. How about a Senior 
column, talking about 
your daily lives, struggles, 
achievements, etc. There 
are so many different types 
of people in our County 
and it would be wonderful 
to have you share your ex-
periences with everyone.  
We hope you enjoy this 
page every Saturday and we 
will do our utmost to bring 
you entertaining, intelligent 
and maybe even fascinating 
information each week.

If you are interested in 
participating and writing a 
column for us, please email 
me at: Dave@ssnewstele-
gram.com

 Dave Shabaz,            
                         Publisher

Voices of our
NEXT GENERATION

North Hopkins Happenchance

North Hopkins High School, fourth period Junior English III Class;  Back row, left to 
right: Harley Boles, Clarissa Jolly, Jaylynn Elder, Kacie Pulido, Raney Partin, Steven 
Reyes; (front row) left to right: Katie Pinson, Morgan Burnett, Bianca Andrade and Lu-
kas Belz.

There's nothing like a 
week without triple digit 
temperatures that might 
lead you to actually believe 
fall is on the way in Texas.

Heck, the burn ban even 
got cancelled after several 
recent showers.

With fall, of course 
comes not just cooler 
weather but all the fun fall 
sports.

Football is coming to the 
county for Sulphur Springs, 
Cumby and Como-Pickton.

All the teams are hope-
ful for a successful  new 
season.

Sulphur Springs has a 
new head football coach in 
Brandon Faircloth.

Faircloth has big shoes 
to fill replacing longtime 
mention Greg Owens. Ow-

ens, a Sulphur Springs grad-
uate, will always be fondly 
remembered for guiding 
the 2008 team all the way to 
the state title.

Man, what a wonderful, 
and thrilling ride that was 
and I can speak from per-
sonal experience.

I still remember the 
Alamodome scoreboard 
proclaiming the Wildcats a 
69-49 winner over Dayton 
for the big trophy down in 
San Antonio.

That was a magical year 
and it all began with sweaty  
practices in August.

Many of the other 
schools will be involved in 
fall sports as well.

Best wishes to all the 
athletes and all the students 
returning to the classroom.


