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To:      Parents of Transported Students 
From:  Lewetta Hefley, Superintendent 
 
The school bus driver has a great responsibility in transporting our most “precious cargo” to and from school safely. Unfortunately, 
there are times when children (young and old) do things that cause the driver to be distracted. This is dangerous and cannot be 
allowed. It is necessary that student safety rules and regulations be enforced and followed without question. Each parent must see that 
his or her child understands the importance of good behavior while riding on a bus. 
 
Riding a school bus in not a right, but a service extended to those who are eligible and abide by the rules and regulations. A student 
should not be allowed to ride a school bus when he/she continues to jeopardize the safety of others. The Board of Education realizes 
that a hardship may result in parents having to take children to and from school, but it is necessary. 
 
Because of this necessity, the school district requires parents to sign an agreement that their child will abide by the rules and 
regulations. If the rules are broken, punishment will be administered on an increased scale. Students will have three chances to correct 
their behavior. The student will have a choice of three alternatives each time: 
 
      1.  Two day suspension of their school bus riding privileges. 
      2.  Punishment befitting the offense. 
      3.  One day of in-school suspension. 
 
On the fourth offense, the student will no longer be allowed to ride the bus. Suspension will be for the remainder of the semester. This 
applies only to students in grades 5 through 12. There will be no counseling. It has been understood to this point that they have read 
the rules for riding a school bus and understand these rules. Punishment will be immediate by the superintendent of their school. If a 
student shows an uncontrolled malicious disregard for the safety and well-being of the passengers and/or driver, it is possible that 
immediate suspension will occur without going through the above procedure.  
 
The bus driver accepts the responsibility of getting students to and from school safely. Therefore, what he/she observes and reports to 
the superintendent is final. The driver is there to report any misconduct or behavior that might keep him/her from properly doing his/her 
job.   
 
For Pre-K through 4th grade students, a counseling process will be administered for controlling discipline and conduct problems. 
Occasional punishment will be assessed in the event counseling fails. Only in very rare cases is it necessary to deny riding privileges to 
students in grades Pre-K through 4. 
 
Any student who is involved in damage to a school bus will be required to pay for that damage. 
 
The parent (or their designee) is responsible for “door-to-door,” “curb-to-door,” and “street crossing” of the child to the loading and 
unloading point. The bus driver is responsible for unloading passengers in a safe environment. That includes kids being discharged to 
a responsible adult. If there will be no responsible adult present for a short time after your child(ren) returns home, you must call to 
inform the school.   
 
All drivers should be aware that state law requires all vehicles to stop and remain stopped when a school bus has its red 
loading/unloading signal on. Bus drivers are required to report vehicles that do not stop and a minimum fine will be $268.90. 


