
 
NETTLETON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

2020-21 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
1. When is the first day of school for students?  
The new official start date for the 2020-2021 school year for Nettleton Public Schools (NPS) is 
Monday, August 24th.   
 
2. What are the requirements for face coverings? 
For a description of requirements, please refer to the Nettleton Public Schools “Mask Policy.” 
(adopted by the Nettleton School Board 7-21-20) 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/e
dit 
 
3. Will face coverings be provided for students? 
According to the NPS “Mask Policy,”  
Parents or guardians will be responsible for supplying face masks for their students. If a student comes to 
school without a mask, the district will provide a mask for the student. If parents/guardians or students do 
not want to wear a mask while on-campus, then the student must enroll in the District’s virtual learning 
option.   
 
4. Will bus transportation be provided? 
Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for students. If there are any changes to bus 
schedules, stops, or routes, information will be communicated to parents. 
 
5. Will students have to wear face coverings on the bus?  
All students will be required to wear a face covering when riding a Nettleton school bus. 
 
6. How will students socially distance in the classroom? 
Classrooms will be arranged to maximize spacing between students and teachers to the 
greatest extent possible. (This may include the removal of furniture from areas to increase 
spacing for social distancing.)   
 
NPS will make every effort to conform to social distancing guidelines. 
 
7. Where will my student eat lunch? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/edit


Based on current Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) guidelines regarding limited capacities 
in cafeterias, lunch schedules and locations are being adjusted in order to best meet the 
requirements of “social distancing.”   
 
8. Will my elementary-age student still be able to have recess and/or play on the playground? 
Can they remove their mask when on the playground? 
Yes, students will have outdoor play time scheduled into their day.  According to the NPS “Mask 
Policy,” students may remove face masks (take a “mask break”) when they are engaged in any 
activity for which maintaining at least 6 feet apart is assured, such as outside recess. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/e
dit 
 
9. Will my elementary-age student still have extra classes like P.E., art, music, and library? 
Yes, students will have the opportunity to participate in various activity classes as approved by 
the ADH, and following the appropriate ADH guidelines associated with that activity class. 
 
10. Will students be able to attend field trips? 
We do not anticipate that field trips will occur during the fall semester. 
 
11. Will water fountains be available? 
Students are encouraged to bring filled water bottles each day as water fountains will not be 
available. A limited number of water filling stations will be available for students to fill their 
water bottles if needed. 
 
12. Can I still send money with my child to school to pay for breakfast/lunch items? 
We strongly encourage our families to use our online payment system, My School Bucks, to pay 
for any breakfast/lunch items. 
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction= 
 
13. Will NPS have Pre-K for the upcoming school year? Camp Raider? Little Raider? 
Yes. NPS will continue all three of these programs during the upcoming school year, and all will 
follow the schedule for NPS. Therefore, if NPS is in session, Pre-K, Camp Raider and Little Raider 
will also be in session.   
 
14. Will extracurricular activities and sports be offered in the fall? 
Yes. Extracurricular activities will follow the guidance set forth by the ADH, and the Arkansas 
Activities Association will govern the rules and regulations of all activities sanctioned by the 
organization, such as football, volleyball, band, choir, etc. 
 
15. Will there be any restrictions on band and/or choir? 
We are still waiting on guidance from ADH regarding the regulations for band and choir. 
 
16. What happens if a student comes to school sick, or becomes sick at school? 
Students will be screened for illness by the school nurse. If the student has a temperature over 
100.4, they will remain in the “isolation space” until they are sent home.  Students sent home 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/edit
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/getmain.action?clientKey=&requestAction=


will need to be fever free for 48 hours (without medication) before returning to school, and 
then will be required to check in with the school nurse upon their return. 
 
17. What happens if an individual tests positive for COVID-19?  
The district will be in close contact with ADH representatives and will follow their guidance 
regarding the requirements of quarantine, contact tracing, notification, decontamination, and 
school/district closure. In addition, the Arkansas Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) has released the “Response Levels for On-Site Learning “ guide for districts to 
follow in regard to COVID-19 related issues within a singular classroom, a school building, 
across a school district, and/or widespread within a community. 
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_fo
r_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf 
 
18. Can parents/guardians visit the school, classroom, or eat lunch with their student? 
Under current ADH guidance, visits to the schools will be limited to essential activity only. 
Visitors will not be allowed in the school except for the reception area, and Parents/Guardians 
must schedule an appointment if they wish to meet with school personnel. In addition, 
Parents/Guardians will not be allowed to bring food from outside restaurants for their child at 
lunch, nor will they be allowed to stay and eat with their child.  
 
19. What about students who have special needs or students with compromised immune 
systems and pre-existing conditions? 
NPS is prepared to accommodate our students with special needs through both onsite and 
offsite instruction. If families have concerns about their students who may be at high-risk for 
COVID-19, they may wish to seek advice from medical professionals, or reach out to NPS 
personnel in order to discuss those health concerns and possible options for the learning 
environment, including offsite, digital instruction.  
 
20. How will you help fill any gaps in learning for my student from the previous year? 
The district curriculum team, along with classroom teachers and administrators are continuing 
to work in order to revise district curricula so that missed essential standards and skills will be 
addressed when students return.  DESE has provided the “Back to School Playbook” to assist 
educators and families address missing standards more effectively and efficiently. 
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook 
 
21. Why do parents need to indicate their intent to participate in offsite, digital instruction by 
July 24th?  
There is a substantial amount of work and preparation that goes into preparing for both offsite 
and onsite instruction. To staff and schedule accordingly, NPS has asked our families to “opt-in” 
to offsite, digital instruction by July 24 in order to create the best learning experience for all of 
our students. Families that affirm the opt-in option (via Registration Gateway) by July 24th will 
ensure their placement in offsite, digital instruction. 
https://nettleton-cas.hosted.src-solutions.com/cas_NettletonAR/login 
 
22. Can I change my “opt-in” decision regarding offsite, digital instruction? 

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_for_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_for_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
https://nettleton-cas.hosted.src-solutions.com/cas_NettletonAR/login


District staffing will be set based upon student/parent response to offsite, digital instruction.  As 
such, NPS is requiring that families commit to the entire semester when choosing offsite, digital 
instruction.  Further, families choosing this option should also be prepared to commit to 3-5 
hours of student learning per day, as well as providing adult assistance as needed to their 
student.  
 
Offsite, digital learning will not be reminiscent of previous AMI instruction.  This instruction will 
be provided by Nettleton teachers and will appear remarkably the same as the instruction, 
assessments, requirements and responsibilities found in the onsite NPS classroom.  Even 
though the instructional location will be different, and some learning experiences may vary, the 
expectations of academic rigor, engagement and achievement will be identical across all NPS 
instructional locations.  
 
23. Will there be an open house, and will families be able to meet the teacher and see their 
student’s classroom? 
NPS will be presenting a virtual open house experience for the families of each school. We 
understand the significance of this experience, and the desire of students (and parents!) to 
meet their teachers and become familiar with their classroom before the first day of school. It is 
our hope that through school videos and personal teacher communication, we can help 
prepare, welcome and comfort those who are new to our district, to a school, and/or feeling 
anxious about the first day. 
 
24. If a student is enrolled in offsite, digital learning, will they be allowed to participate in 
AAA-sanctioned activities, such as basketball, track, theater?  
Eligible NPS students participating in our offsite, digital program may also participate in AAA 
sports/activities.  However, participating students may be asked by their coach/teacher to 
attend practices/rehearsals onsite. 
 
25. Will attendance still be taken regardless of in-class or virtual instruction? 
Yes, student attendance will be required and taken regardless of the learning environment. 
 
26. If I have multiple students in the district, can I choose different instructional options for 
each one? 
Yes, you can choose different instructional options for each of your students. For example, if 
you have two students and one would like to participate in onsite, blended instruction and one 
would like to participate in offsite, digital instruction, simply indicate the chosen learning option 
for each when reviewing/updating their student information in Registration Gateway. 
https://nettleton-cas.hosted.src-solutions.com/cas_NettletonAR/login 
 
27. If my student goes to school and there is a positive COVID-19 case in their class or at their 
school what will happen? Will parents be notified? 
The district will follow the guidelines of ADH, as well as those provided in the “Response Levels 
for On-Site Learning” document provided by DESE. 
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_fo
r_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf 

https://nettleton-cas.hosted.src-solutions.com/cas_NettletonAR/login
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_for_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/Ready/ADE_Response_Levels_for_On-Site_Learning_REV9July23.pdf


 
28. Can students/staff wear face coverings they purchase/make themselves or can they only 
wear the ones provided by the district? 
 
Following ADH guidance, students/staff must wear face coverings that are both “acceptable,” 
and safe and effective. 

● Acceptable masks include personal masks, disposable masks, homemade  
masks, handkerchiefs, and scarves. Bandanas are not allowed. 

● Personal reusable masks must meet Code of Student Conduct requirements and 
may not be inappropriate or derogatory in nature. 

● Disposable masks will be made available to those students who do not have one 
that school day 

 
For more information regarding approved and appropriate face coverings, please refer to the 
Nettleton Public Schools “Mask Policy.” (adopted by the Nettleton School Board 7-21-20) 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/e
dit 
 
29. What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and sanitizing?  
General cleaning and disinfection protocols will be followed regularly by all NPS custodial staff 
members.  Deep cleaning and disinfection protocols will be initiated when an employee or 
student is identified (based on testing) as “positive” for COVID-19. Additionally, electrostatic fog 
machines with disinfecting chemicals will be used each day after students and staff have left the 
building.   
 
30.  Will students returning to their previous school have the same arrival and dismissal times 
as last year? Will bus routes remain the same as last year? 
There have been no time changes planned for any Nettleton school for the 2020-21 school year. 
Further, all NPS bus routes are anticipated to remain the same as last year. 
 
31.  What is blended learning? 
Blended learning is defined as “a style of education in which students learn via electronic and 
online media, as well as traditional face-to-face teaching.”  
 
For the 2020-21 school year, DESE has mandated that all school districts create a “Ready for 
Learning” plan.  The plan requires all Arkansas schools to implement blended learning systems 
that deliver curriculum, instruction and assessment both on and off-site through virtual 
methods.  As such, blended learning will be incorporated into the day-to-day instruction of NPS 
on-site students to provide students with the opportunity to learn in such a manner, and 
prepare for a continuation of learning should there be a mandatory transition to offsite digital 
learning at any time during the school year.   
 
32.  At NPS, are there waivers relieving “responsibility for COVID-19 exposure?”  
Waivers relieving responsibility for COVID-19 exposure are not available.  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKkapYdy1Hou4HBVIzw3Ohoby_KhELk9CoxYEEdRub8/edit


33.  Are school supply lists available? 
K-6 school supplies lists are available at various local businesses, as well as via NPS social 
media sites.  Supply lists have been updated from previous years.  While some items have been 
removed, others remain or have been added, depending upon student health guidance provided 
by ADH and CDC. (Please note that students will not share materials this school year.) 
 
34.  Will there be Nettleton-sponsored programs this school year? Will Nettleton facilities 
be available to rent to outside organizations for programs and/or large gatherings? 
Based upon current guidelines and recommendations from the ADH and the CDC, we do not 
anticipate that school programs will occur during the fall semester.  As a result, Nettleton 
facilities will not be available to outside organizations to rent.   
 
35.  Will NPS faculty and students participate in daily screenings? 
Yes, both faculty and students will have daily screenings that they must complete.  Using an 
electronic form, the following questions will be asked: 

Does the individual have: 
o Fever of 100.4 °F or greater, new onset of cough, or shortness of breath                             
unrelated to a pre-existing condition.  
o Two of the following symptoms: sore throat, chills, headache, muscle pain,                       
loss of taste or smell. 
o     Knowledge of being in close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 

*Students will participate in a 2nd screening upon arrival to school that will include a 
temperature check.  
 

36.  Will paper packets be available for students to use to complete their instruction? For 
parents to complete registration and/or provide information to the school?  
No, NPS does not plan to provide any paper copies to students or parents for completion.  Such 
needed materials will be made available on-line.   
 
37.  Will technology devices and the Internet be made available to offsite, digital learners?  
Yes, NPS will provide technology devices to all PK-12 students for instructional use, no matter 
the student’s learning location.  If a student needs assistance accessing the Internet, they 
should ask their building administrator for information regarding the various ways to attain 
school-provided Internet access. 
 
38.  If a student cannot attend school due to being quarantined or receiving a positive 
COVID-19 test result, will their instruction continue? 
Yes, regardless if the student receives their instruction offsite or onsite, they can continue their 
education during this time if their health condition allows them to work.  Offsite students will 
continue to receive their instruction offsite, and the onsite student will now begin receiving 
their instruction offsite until such time as they are cleared to return to onsite.  
 
 



39.  Will Kindergarten students who have chosen off-site digital learning need to attend the 
Kindergarten screening August 24-27? 
No.  There is no need to screen Kindergarten students who have chosen off-site digital learning. 
Screening is used for placement of students in on-site classrooms.  When these off-site 
students return to campus, the Kindergarten teacher providing the off-site instruction will have 
the information needed regarding placement at that time. 
 
40.  When will off-site digital learners get devices? 
A schedule for the device pick up has been posted on social media sites and the Nettleton 
website under the Fall 2020-2021 tab.  Devices can be picked up at the child’s school as listed 
below: 

August 17th 12:30-3:30 -- @STEAM (2219 Thorn St) 
& @ NJHS (4208 Chieftain Lane) 

August 18th 8:30-11:30 -- @NHS (4207 Race St) 
12:30-3:30 --@ FMSCM (2309 Fox Meadow Ln) 

August 19th 8:30-11:30 -- @ UHSMA (3901 Aggie Rd) 
12:30-3:30 -- @ FME (2305 Fox Meadow Ln) 

August 20th 8:30-11:30 -- @ UHE (300 Bowling Ln) 
12:30-3:30 -- Open Pick up/Make up 

@Support Service Bldg (formally known as the Pre K) - (2305 Promise Ln) 
 

41. How will off-site digital learners know what apps to use or how to access lessons? 
A How to Get Started Guide will be provided when students pick up their devices. This guide 
will include information on what programs and apps will be used and how to log into those 
programs.  Links to tutorials and videos created to help students learn how to navigate the 
programs and the device will also be provided.  Off-site learners will also be contacted by their 
teacher who will communicate more information on using the device and accessing the 
curriculum.  
 
42. Will students need to log in at a certain time every day for attendance purposes? 
Students will need to log in to the learning management system every school day, but not at a 
certain time.  The teachers will schedule some live sessions throughout the week, but all 
lessons will not be provided in a live session.  Lessons will include videos or recordings of the 
teacher as well as assignments uploaded for students to complete and submit for grading.  A 
handbook for off-site learners will be provided with information about expectations and 
guidelines. 
 
43.  Will there be an Open House for off-site learners? 
NPS will be presenting a virtual open house experience for the families of each school, as well 
as for off-site learners.   It is our hope that through these videos and personal teacher 
communication, we can help prepare, welcome and comfort those who are new to our district, 
to a school, and/or feeling anxious about the first day, including our off-site learners.  
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 


