
Nettleton Public Schools COVID-19 Guidelines for 2020-2021 
 
Nettleton Public Schools will follow the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH)                     
guidelines and the Arkansas Ready for Learning report issued by the                     
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education in planning for                 
re-opening in the fall. We hope the following information helps answer many                       
of the questions you may have about returning to school. Please check this                         
list often as more questions arise. 
 
Will NPS be open in the fall for students to return to class? 
Yes, NPS will be open in the fall.  The first day for students will be Thursday, August 
13, 2020. 
 
Who will be required to wear face coverings? 
Currently, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the Arkansas Department of 
Health (ADH) are strongly recommending all individuals 10 years old and over 
wear a face covering.  We are strongly recommending that adults and students age 
10 and up wear face coverings when physical distancing cannot be achieved 
particularly on school buses.  Although the ADH has not issued a directive to 
require face covering; however, this does not downplay the importance of this 
additional safety measure.  There may be exceptions for students with health, 
sensory, or other conditions. This will be addressed on a case-by-case basis. In the 
event that we have an increase in the number of positive cases, face coverings 
could be required. 
 
Do we need to provide masks for our students or will one be provided? 
Masks will be made available or students may wear their own. 
 
Will bus transportation be provided? 
Yes.  Based on current ADH guidance, students age 10 and over will be required to 
wear face coverings when riding the bus and students under the age of 10 should 
wear a face covering when practical.  Currently, we are not planning any changes to 
bus schedules or stops at this time.  
 
 



How normal will the day be for a student? 
We hope to have things as close to normal as we feasibly and safely can. 
Unfortunately, there will be some activities and routines that will need to be 
modified or suspended due to the risks they pose.  At this time, we plan for the 
school day to be during the traditional times, following the traditional schedules. 
Depending on the guidance from the state, there may be some slight modifications. 
 
Will students at the elementary still have extra classes like PE, art, music, 
guidance, gifted instruction and library? 
Yes, students will still participate in activity classes, guidance, and gifted instruction 
as much as possible while still following the social distancing guidelines.  There may 
be modifications to the way these classes are presented. 
 
Will my elementary student have recess? 
Yes.  Elementary students will have outdoor recess with some restrictions that 
follow social distancing guidelines.   
 
Will social distancing guidelines be observed? 
Social distancing guidelines will be observed as much as possible.  When social 
distancing cannot be maintained, students will be encouraged to wear face 
coverings. Classrooms and other areas in the building will be rearranged to 
increase space between students. 
 
Can a student go back and forth between school and virtual learning? 
Once you opt-in to the off-site, digital learning option, students may not return to 
on-campus instruction until the spring semester.  At this time, parents will need to 
choose one or the other.  This will help us better serve the student academically 
and help with following all of the guidelines from CDC and ADH.  
 
Will students be doing AMI packets if they choose to stay at home? 
No.  The district will use an online learning management system (LMS) that will 
allow NPS staff to deliver a more engaging, robust curriculum online.  Students will 
be exposed to new grade level learning and content.  The expectation will be for 
students to complete and submit assignments online.  Devices will be made 
available for those who need them. 
 
If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, what will happen? 
If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, we will be in direct contact with ADH 
and we will follow the latest guidance. This could result in a brief closure of a 



classroom or a building within the district to provide time for additional cleaning 
and sanitation.   
 
What if a student is forced to stay home or quarantine due to COVID19? 
We will be utilizing a blended learning approach in the classroom using the online 
learning management system(LMS) for all students, no matter if they are learning at 
home or at school.  Students will have access to classroom information and content 
at home while they are in quarantine.  Once the student meets the necessary 
health requirements, he/she can return to school. 
 
If I don’t want my student to return to a traditional classroom, what are my 
options? 
The District will collect information regarding parent interest in a digital option for 
students through the new online Registration Gateway tool. The digital/virtual 
option will provide a total online educational program for students who do not feel 
comfortable returning to onsite instruction. Parents will be asked to sign up for the 
virtual education program and commit to a minimum of a semester no later than 
July 17.   

 
If students choose to do full-time virtual, will they be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities? 
Students opting into the full-time virtual program will be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities. 
 
How will I know which intermediate campus my student should attend? 
After the Registration Gateway information is completed on July 17th, all students 
who applied to change their campus in grades 3-6 will receive an email with their 
assigned campus. 
 
What is the plan for skills and content my child may have missed due to the 
closure in the spring? 
We will follow the Arkansas Back-to-School Playbook created by Arkansas teachers 
and provided by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education regarding 
remediation and review of skills and concepts students missed during the spring 
closure. 
 
Will my student eat lunch in the cafeteria? 
Based on current guidance, the ADH is recommending limited seating in cafeterias. 
Each building will work on a plan for serving lunch that meets the recommended 



guidelines which could mean students will eat in their classrooms or other 
designated areas.  
 
What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and 
sanitizing? 
The District has purchased hand sanitizing dispensers which have been installed in 
every classroom and other locations throughout the district.  We have purchased 
wipes to wipe down equipment. We have upgraded our cleaning schedule to 
include more frequent cleanings with products specifically designed to eliminate 
COVID-19. We have purchased foggers which will fog large areas multiple times 
each day including buses. 
 
Will our students have the same arrival and dismissal times? 
Yes. There have been no changes in our schedule from the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
 
 
 
 


