
 

News Release  
 
Contact information:  Sandy Wilhite  
Cotter High School, 870-435-6323    swilhite@cotterschools.net 

 

Cotter High School Named Jostens 2016 National Yearbook Program of 
Excellence  

------------------------------------------------------- 
Cotter High School program recognized for dynamic and engaging 
yearbook. 
 
Cotter, Oct. 12, 2016 – Jostens, the leading producer of yearbooks and student-created content, 
today announced that Cotter High School’s yearbook program has been named a 2016 Jostens’ 
National Yearbook Program of Excellence. The National Yearbook Program of Excellence 
recognizes engaging yearbooks that reflect a broad representation of the student body while 
helping students develop 21st century skills such as communication, collaboration, and 
information and communication technologies (ICT) literacy.   
 
The Cotter High School award winning yearbook program was led by editors Shawna Martin and 
Karissa Franks, under the direction of Sandy Wilhite, Cotter High School yearbook adviser.  Other 
staff members were Jessica Curtis, Sarah Pasillas, Shelby Stumbaugh, Emily Sublett, and Ruth 
Weisboech.  
 
“I am so proud of my staff!  Of the three areas of criteria for this award, I am proudest of the 
‘Creates a meaningful book for all students – At least 50% of your student body is pictured in the 
book three times or more’ category.  We are a small school – but therein lies our strength.  At 
Cotter Schools, EVERYONE is SOMEONE.  My staff worked diligently to build coverage to this 
50%; this year’s staff is going for at least 60%. In fact, I told the 2017 Yearbook Staff today when 
we received our award for last year’s book: ‘This should inspire you. This is your motivation.  
This is what you have to live up to’!”  (Our yearbook is a fall-delivery book, which allows us to 
cover spring sports, Prom, Accelerated Reading Reward Day, Graduation - and any other 
surprise spring event that happens. Many of the “big events” happen at the end of the school 
year; while students don’t get their yearbooks in their hands until August when we come back to 
school, they can be assured that the whole school year is covered in the book.” 
 
Jostens’ National Yearbook Program of Excellence Awards are presented twice a year, in spring 
and in fall for yearbooks delivered during the school year. The Award was presented to Cotter 
High School’s Yearbook Staff, “Wilhite’s Warriors,” for achieving the defined criteria in each of 
three following categories: creating an inclusive yearbook, generating school engagement, and 
successfully managing the yearbook creation process.   
 

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com/


“Yearbooks connect students’ hearts and minds to the school story, school year experiences, 
and the community to memorialize moments that matter.  Jostens is proud to recognize 
yearbook staffs and advisers who create engaging yearbooks that tell the story of their school 
communities,” said Murad Velani, chief operating officer, Jostens. "We understand that a great 
yearbook program does not just happen, and we are dedicated to helping schools, yearbook 
advisers and students to strengthen their programs by providing state of the art tools, resources 
and best practices that support the development and creation of award-winning yearbooks.”  
 
The Cotter High School yearbook program will receive a plaque to display in the yearbook area 
and a banner to display in school so the entire school community will be aware of the 
outstanding achievement. 
 
Founded in 1897, Jostens has produced school yearbooks for over 60 years. Schools rely on 
Jostens and their local Jostens representatives to provide a combination of journalism education 
and technology tools to deliver a learning experience that helps students develop 21st century 
skills in journalism, photography, writing and design, leadership and business while creating the 
permanent record of the school year.  Jostens invests in state of the art technology, best in class 
service, educational curriculum and award winning print manufacturing platforms to plan, 
design, build and produce yearbooks.   
 
About Cotter School District 
The District is unique in that it services its elementary, junior high, and high school students 
(approximately 670 students last year) on one campus.  The close proximity of buildings and 
small student population foster close relationships among students and their teachers. 
Elementary teachers remain in close contact with the students they had when those students 
become the graduates of the current year’s class.  High school teachers often remain in contact 
with students long after they graduate and go to college or to the work force.  The school is 
located on Hwy. 62B in Cotter at 198 Mabel Street.  The mailing address is P.O. Box 70, Cotter, 
AR 72626.  The phone number for the Superintendent’s Office is 870-435-6171.  The website is 
cotterschools.net. The Yearbook Adviser’s email is swilhite@cotterschools.net.  
 
About Jostens 
Minneapolis-based Jostens provides products, programs and services that help its customers 
celebrate moments that matter. The company's products include publications, jewelry and 
consumer goods that serve the K-12 educational, college and professional sports segments.  
Jostens serves markets in North America, Europe and Asia.  Jostens is a subsidiary of Newell 
Brands, an American worldwide marketer of consumer and commercial products. 
 

About Newell Brands 
Newell Brands is a leading global consumer goods company with a strong portfolio of well-
known brands, including Paper Mate®, Sharpie®, Dymo®, EXPO®, Parker®, Elmer’s®, Coleman®, 
Jostens®, Marmot®, Rawlings®, Irwin®, Lenox®, Oster®, Sunbeam®, FoodSaver®, Mr. Coffee®, 
Rubbermaid Commercial Products®, Graco®, Baby Jogger®, NUK®, Calphalon®, Rubbermaid®, 
Contigo®, First Alert®, Waddington and Yankee Candle®. Driven by a sharp focus on the 
consumer, leading investment in innovation and brands, and a performance-driven culture, 
Newell Brands helps consumers achieve more where they live, learn, work and play. 
 
 


