
Working with VERBALS:    Participles / infinitives / gerunds  -  They look like verbs, but they act 

like nouns, adjectives, and adverbs 

Participles 

A participle is a verb form used as an adjective to modify nouns and pronouns. The following sentence 

contains both a present and a past participle: 

The children, crying and exhausted, were guided out of the collapsed mine. 

Crying is a present participle, formed by adding -ing to the present form of the verb (cry). Exhausted is a 

past participle, formed by adding -ed to the present form of the verb (exhaust). Both participles modify 

the subject, children.  

All present participles end in -ing. The past participles of all regular verbs end in -ed. However, irregular 

verbs have various past participle endings (for instance, thrown. ridden, built, and gone). 

A participial phrase is made up of a participle and its modifiers. A participle may be followed by an 

object, an adverb, a prepositional phrase, an adverb clause, or any combination of these. In this 

sentence, for example, the participial phrase consists of a present participle (holding), an object (the 

torch), and an adverb (steadily): 

Holding the torch steadily, Merdine approached the monster. 

In the next sentence, the participial phrase consists of a present participle (making), an object (a great 

ring), and a prepositional phrase (of white light): 

Merdine waved the torch over her head, making a great ring of white light. 

For more information about using participles and participial phrases, visit Creating and Arranging 

Participial Phrases.  

Gerunds 

A gerund is a verb form ending in -ing that functions in a sentence as a noun. Although both the present 

participle and the gerund are formed by adding -ing to a verb, note that the participle does the job of an 

adjective while the gerund does the job of a noun. Compare the verbals in these two sentences: 

The children, crying and exhausted, were guided out of the collapsed mine. 

Crying will not get you anywhere. 

Whereas the participle crying modifies the subject in the first sentence, the gerund Crying is the subject 

of the second sentence.  

Infinitives 
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An infinitive is a verb form--often preceded by the particle to--that can function as a noun, an adjective, 

or an adverb. Compare the verbals in these two sentences: 

I don't like crying in public unless I'm getting paid for it. 

I don't like to cry in public unless I'm getting paid for it. 

In the first sentence, the gerund crying serves as the direct object. In the second sentence, the infinitive 

to cry performs the same function.  

Exercise: Identifying Verbals 

For each of the following sentences, decide if the word or phrase in bold is a participle, a gerund, or an 

infinitive. When you are done, compare your responses with the answers at the end of the exercise. 

1. The wine urges me on, the bewitching wine, which sets even a wise man to singing and to 

laughing gently and rouses him up to dance and brings forth words which were better 

unspoken. (Homer) 

2. The wine urges me on, the bewitching wine, which sets even a wise man to singing and to 

laughing gently and rouses him up to dance and brings forth words which were better 

unspoken. (Homer) 

3. There are many ways of breaking a heart. Stories were full of hearts broken by love, but what 

really broke a heart was taking away its dream--whatever that dream might be. (Pearl Buck)  

4. There are many ways of breaking a heart. Stories were full of hearts broken by love, but what 

really broke a heart was taking away its dream--whatever that dream might be. (Pearl Buck)  

5. Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in another city. (George Burns) 

6. Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in another city. (George Burns) 

7. I don't want to achieve immortality through my work. I want to achieve it through not dying. 

(Woody Allen)  

8. I don't want to achieve immortality through my work. I want to achieve it through not dying. 

(Woody Allen) 

9. It is not enough to succeed. Others must fail. (Gore Vidal) 

10. Succeeding is not enough. Others must fail. 
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More exercises for verbals:  participles / infinitives / gerunds 

Identify the underlined part of speech. After completing the entire exercise, click on the "Are You 

Prepared?" button at the bottom of this page to see the answers. 

 

1. The thief arrested for the robbery shot at the security guard. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

2. The flag waving in the wind is inspirational. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

3. They are sure the extra planning will make a difference in the end. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

4. Jamal's confusing message did nothing to solve the mystery. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

5. Godzilla made a game of smashing all of the red cars parked near the lake. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

6. The politician's broken promises were all that the voters remembered. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

7. Delighted with the opportunity to learn, Christine took the internship in New York. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

8. While playing the tuba, Orin felt as if his world was perfect. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

9. The show offers everyone a chance to be a millionaire. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

10. Samuel decided that missing the lecture every day was hurting his grade. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

11. The kittens crouching under the bed have refused to come out. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

12. The swimmer, driven by the need to be the best in the world, made himself sick with anxiety. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

13. My friend was surprised by the lighting in the theater. 



a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

14. Brenda seemed surprised with the team's decision to withdraw. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

15. Completing the obstacle course is harder than it looks. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

16. Billy refused to accept the idea that his birthday cake was gone. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

17. The marathon runner, pushed to the edge of endurance, collapsed at the finish line. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

18. Fred's arguing every call is getting frustrating. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

19. Al hopes that giving the players a break will improve their attitudes. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 

20. The completed meal was so beautiful that we hesitated to eat it. 

a. gerund     b. participle     c. infinitive    

 


