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At the recent Beta Club convention in San An-

tonio, Mrs. Carolyn Emory received an award 

for 30 years of service to Beta Club.  Mrs. 

Emory has taught math at Bells High School 

for the past 31 years.  All three of her children 

graduated from Bells High School.  Mrs. 

Emory has dedicated much of her life to this 

school system and has impacted the lives of 

many students over the years.  Her students 

love and appreciate her, and while her job is to 

teach them math, Mrs. Emory teaches them a 

lot about life.  Known for developing superb 

rapport with students, Mrs. Emory always has 

ex-students calling upon her to help them with 

their college math.  With that sweet smile on 

her face, her immediate response is always, 

“Sure! How and when can I help?”    
     Bells ISD congratulates Mrs. Carolyn 

Emory for this honor and offers many thanks 

for her years of service to the students in this 

community. 

                     BHS Teacher Receives Distinguished Honor 

Superintendent’s Note 
 

Teaching and Learning in 

Bells ISD  

     As employees of Bells 

I.S.D. move forward with a 

plan that focuses on student 

success, it is helpful for par-

ents to have a clear knowledge 

and understanding of what to 

expect for their children’s fu-

ture.  First and foremost and 

simply put, today’s school 

work is very challenging and 

certainly not going to get any 

easier as time progresses.  Not 

only is it more challenging for 

your child, (i.e., the new math 

standards), it is much more 

difficult for teachers to teach 

your child.  Training for teach-

ers is critical. In BISD, profes-

sional development activities 

are rigorous and focused on 

assuring students are academi-

cally successful every day and 

prepared for challenging stand-

ardized tests required by state 

legislation.   

     Further, BISD accepts the 

tremendous responsibility of 

knowing schools must also 

assure students are growing 

emotionally and socially and 

enjoy coming to school.  It 

takes a concerted effort from 

all staff and tremendous lead-

ership from campus adminis-

trators, coupled with coopera-

tive and supporting parents to 

prepare students for their fu-

ture endeavors.  As students 

become more successful, their 

confidence grows, along with 

their willingness to take on 

more challenges.  From the 

Board of Trustees to every 

employee, the Bells ISD fami-

ly is committed to taking every 

necessary step to assure this 

abundance of success is con-

tinued and experienced by eve-

ry child in BISD!  
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      High School Beta Club 
sponsors Mr. Brian Hicks, 
Mrs. Carolyn Emory, and 
Mr. Bill Wheeler took 34 
BHS students to the state 
convention in San Anto-
nio January 9th-11th.  
The students attended 
general sessions, voted 
for state officers, partici-
pated in art and academic 
contests, and listened to 
a keynote address about 
being kind to others.  
Congratulations to Antho-
ny Chartier for placing 3rd 
in Social Studies and 
Heather Jones for placing 
1st in Spelling!  Both of 
these students are invited 
to compete at the Na-
tional Convention in June 
in Nashville, Tennessee.   

At the convention, the  

National Beta Club pre-

sented Mrs. Emory with 

her 30-year Sponsor Pin, 

recognizing her for thirty 

years of providing stu-

dents with new experi-

ences and opportunities 

to travel, try new things, 

and meet new people. 

Thank you to Mrs. Lori 

Flores and Mrs. Lara Mas-

sey for helping to chaper-

one this convention!   

Bells High School Beta Club 
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SUCCESS 

 

“When I moved to Bells, 

Beta was one of the ways 

that I was able to work my 

way into the school and get 

involved.  The conventions 

have been the highlight of 

Beta for the past two years 

for me. I am still laughing 

about things that hap-

pened, and I made memo-

ries that will stay with me 

forever. I was also afford-

ed the opportunity to serve 

at President this year and 

it has been a blast. Beta 

has taught me how to in-

teract with others and al-

lowed me to follow the 

Beta Club motto "Let us 

lead by serving others."  

               Anthony Chartier 
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BHS Lady Panther Volleyball 
Coach, June Snyder, was named 
District 11-2A Coach of the Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach Scott Ponder  

named Herald  

Democrat Texomaland  

Class 2A-3A  

Coach of the Year. 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Derrick Ponder named  

   Newcomer of the Year. 

                Ethan Sanford  

                 named 1st  

                 Team   Wide  

                 Receiver. 

                 Jace Lester  

                 named  

                Defensive  

                Linebacker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports News 

Page 3 Issue 3 Congratulations to Bells coaches and         

students on recent Texomaland honors! 
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The Bells Panther Coaching Staff was recently named the Harris Poll 2A Texas Coaching Staff of the 
Year.  Congratulations to these hard-working, dedicated educators for their leadership and enthusi-
asm in coaching the Panther football team in a successful 2014 season. The coaches were recognized 
at a recent basketball game by the BISD Board of Trustees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah Straw signs with Hardin Simmons 
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BHS Coaches Awarded 

 

February 4, 2015 was an exciting day at 

BHS.  Friends and family of Noah Straw 

gathered in the library to watch Noah sign 

his letter of intent to play football at Har-

din Simmons University.   

= 
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Junior High Sports News:  JH Lady Panthers Have Successful Season 

The Bells Lady Panthers Junior High girls completed their basketball season on February 7th at the 

District 13AA Tournament held at Bells ISD.  The C team completed the year with a 3-0 record in 

district play, and the B team completed the year with an 11-1 record.  They were undefeated in 

district, and their only loss was in the Bells Invitational Tournament.  The A team finished the year with a 13-1 rec-

ord and also captured the championship in the District 13AA Tournament held at Bells on February 7th.  Their only 

loss came in the championship game at the invitational tournament earlier in the season. 

$CHOL$HIP$! 
     It’s even better than deer, duck, 
or dove season opening- scholar-
ship season is here! Everyone 
knows from listening to the news 
that the costs of post-secondary 
education are soaring. Yet, today’s 
job market all but demands that 
students have some type of college 
degree or certification in order to 
earn a livable wage. Thankfully, 
there are many organizations that 
recognize this and offer scholar-
ships to students.  
     While there are scholarships 
available for students of all ages, 
the vast majority are for students 
completing their senior year. Each 
time the Bells High School office 
receives new scholarship infor-
mation and/or applications (many 
applications are now online), they 
are posted in the BHS Commons 
area. There is a display that clearly 
marks each scholarship along with 
qualifications for the scholarship 
and the deadlines.  
     Nearly all scholarships require 
the following: an application (this 
generally includes SAT/ACT scores), 
an official (in a sealed unopened 
envelope) or unofficial transcript, 
academic resume that highlights 
achievements and involvement in 
school activities and community 
service, one to three letters of rec-
ommendation, and an essay. 

When possible complete the appli-
cation on a computer so that it is 
neatly typed and clearly legible.  
  
Transcripts 
 Don’t wait until the last second to 
request transcripts!  Plan ahead.   
Waiting until holiday breaks to re-
quest transcripts is NOT a good 
idea.   School personnel at both 
BHS and colleges will be on break 
as well and transcripts will not be 
sent during those times. 

  
Academic Resume 
Career Cruising has a wonderful 
resume builder! Simply login to the 
program and choose “build my re-
sume”. It is very self-explanatory 
and easy to use. Handouts were 
included in students’ career day 
packets and are also available in 
the BHS Office. 
 
Letters of Recommendation 
Letters of recommendation should 
never come from a relative. Each 
student is encourage to gather at 
least three and have those ready to 
use. Ask the person who writes 
them to please save a copy so that 
it can easily be “tweaked” for use 
with specific applications. It is good 
to have a letter from- teacher, ad-
ministrator, employer, and a com-
munity member (pastor, neighbor 
you have helped, etc.) When asking 

someone to write a letter of recom-
mendation, you should provide 
them with AMPLE time, at least one 
week. Also, provide them with a 
copy of the BHS student profile and 
your resume. This will help them 
share specific things about you. The 
BHS student profile is available in 
the main office, and it really is use-
ful in getting great letters of recom-
mendation. ALWAYS, remember to  
write a short thank you note to 
those who help you with your let-
ters of recommendation. 
 
The Essay 
Nearly every scholarship essay will 
want the following information: an 
introduction to who you are, an 
example of an obstacle you have 
overcome, what you learned from 
that experience and how you will 
apply it in your future plans to help 
others, a brief description of why 
you have financial need. Take your 
time in writing this! Read it aloud! 
Then have it proofread by adults 
you can trust to help you with re-
vising and editing appropriately! 
Now, get out there and “bag” some 
scholarships! Last year, the BHS 
Class of 2014 earned a total of 
$537,350 in scholarships. Let’s go 
class of 2015, you can do just as 
well! 

  

Senior Corner:  Important Information for Seniors 
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    Bells ISD cele-
brated School 

Board appreciate 
month at the Janu-
ary board meeting.  
Trustees were 
served a delicious 
meal cooked by high 
school Assistant 
Principal, Yalonda 
Ivers.  Dessert was 
hand delivered to 
trustees by Bells 

Elementary Student 
Council members.  
Each campus recog-
nized the Board with 
a token of apprecia-
tion and board 
members were giv-
en a framed certifi-
cate in honor of 
their dedication to 
the Bells ISD Board 
of Trustees, Bells 
schools, and the 
community. 

 

    School Board Appreciation Month 

sonally with their audience and build 
confidence as writers. They also 
learned how to teach the different 
forms of writing, personal narrative 
and expository, to students. Our 3rd - 
5th grade teachers have been using 
the Writing Academy techniques and 
strategies all year. On  February 
10th  fourth grade students at Bells 
Elementary participated in the “Just 
in Time” STAAR Narrative and STAAR 
Expository student camp. The Writing 
Academy presenters engaged our 
students in  writing workshop lessons 
to strengthen and build on 
what  teachers have been teaching all 
year. The morning session focused on 
writing a personal narrative that is 

deep and full 
of “heart 
beats” or 
voice. The 
afternoon session focused on 
expository writing that is linear 
and on topic. These can often be 
challenging topics to teach stu-
dents,  but through hands on, 
brain based activities our stu-
dents were fully engaged every 
minute with games, visuals, and 
different activities. A Writing Pep 
Rally was held during each ses-
sion. February 10th was an ex-
citing day for BES 4th grade stu-
dents.   

Writing is one of the most im-
portant life skills we teach at 
BES.  Preparation to teach our 
students the needed skills to 
become proficient writers be-
gan back in July when our  3rd - 
5th grade Reading and Writing 
teachers spent a week at 
Writing Academy training. The 
Writing Academy is a compre-
hensive brain- compatible 
writing curriculum developed 
by  former classroom teacher, 
Randi Whitney. Teachers 
learned to meet the writing 
needs of students through brain 
compatible exercises that allow 
the students to write interesting 
and well organized papers while 
maintaining an authentic writ-
er’s voice. The great thing about 
the training was that very diffi-
cult tasks were made simple 
through working memory 
games, music and 
fun!  Teachers learned how to 
teach students to connect per-

Page 6 

Writing Camp at Bells Elementary 

Seated, L to R:  Teri Sanford, Gary Payne, E.T. Pettit 
Standing, L to R:  Max Robertson, Steve Shelby, Brent Adams, 

Brent Shults 
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Inside Story Headline 

Courtney Bulanek made 

first chair Concert Band 

and Sara Carpenter 

made 6th chair Sym-

phonic Band.  The Pan-

ther Band is very proud 

of these ladies.  They 

represented Bells well! 

Pictured at right:  Court-

ney Bulanek performing 

with the Four State Con-

cert Honor Band 

 

 

 

Panther Band Honors 

Division 2 - Excellent Ratings: 
Katelyn Metcalf - Flute Solo 
Jolie Crisp - Snare Solo 
Jacob Cunliffe - Snare Solo 
Jonah Brown - Brass Trio 
Aaron Crawford - Brass Trio 
Justin Ames - Brass Trio 
 
Other Participants include: Conner 
Strouse, Piper Simons and Breeonna 
Overman. 
 
Thank you for your continued sup-
port of the Bells Panther Band!!   

 

Band members are under the direc-
tion of Jesse Spear and Jennifer Sew-
ell. 

Solo and Ensemble Competition  
 
On February 7th, several Bells High School stu-
dents traveled to Celina to compete in the Region 
UIL Solo & Ensemble Contest.  BHS students 
earned (5) Division 1 - Superior Ratings and (4) 
Division 2 - Excellent Ratings.  The Panther Band 
also had four students qualify for State Solo & 
Ensemble in San Antonio this May!!!  If you see 
any of these students please congratulate them 
on a job well done! 
 
Division 1 - Superior Ratings: 
Mackenzie Lewis, Flute Solo 
Sara Carpenter, Saxophone Quartet - STATE Qual-
ifier 
Bailey Stowers, Saxophone Quartet - STATE Quali-
fier 
Sarah Smart, Saxophone Quartet - STATE Qualifi-
er 
Marshall Roesler, Saxophone Quartet - STATE 
Qualifier 
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“The arts are an essential element of education, just like reading, writing, and arithmetic...music, 
dance, painting, and theater are all keys that unlock profound human understanding and accom-

plishment.                                                                                                          —William Bennett 
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In our district's 
efforts to meet the 
Target Tech level of 
offering 30 hours of 
Technology Training 
to staff each school 
year and encourage 
online, self-paced 
learning, the BISD 
Fall 2014 Tech Chal-
lenge was created. 
Through partici-

pating in this chal-
lenge, 16 hours of 
CPE in various 
tech integration 
topics were avail-
able to be earned. 
 
The following 
teachers earned a 
Chromebook for 
their technology 
work during this 

challenge:  David 
Marsh, BES 5th 
grade teacher; Jen-
nier Sewell, PJH Fi-
ne Arts teacher; and 
Melanie Fuller, BHS 
Business teacher.  
Congratulations to 
these teachers.  Pic-
tures posted on p. 
13. 

 

Fall Tech Challenge for BISD Teachers 

BES Learning Initiative Highlight:  Striving for a “Domino Effect” of Awesome Math Skills 

math facts.  One activi-
ty in 2nd grade math 
lab required students 
to use double nine 
dominoes to identify 
which dominoes rep-
resented the addition 
facts of +0/-0.  Then, 
they wrote addition 
and subtraction facts 
with those dominoes. 
 

Parents are invited to 
try this at home. The 
students loved it. 

One BES school-wide 
goals in math is to in-
crease students' mas-
tery and fluency with 
basic math facts.  In 
Math Lab, (this is where 
k-2 students go while 
their teachers are in 
PLC)  fact fluency is the-
focus each week.  Stu-
dents work with I-pad 
apps, play games, and 
engage in other mean-
ingful activities with 

Page 8 Bells ISD 

Kudos to the students and teachers at Pritchard Junior High.  This 
campus raised just over $2,000.00 on their first annual “Reindeer 
Run.”  This endeavor allowed 15 PJH families to enjoy a special 
gift during the holiday season.  Thank you to Mrs. Stubbs and the 
crew who organized this awesome event. 
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Inside Story Headline 

     Members of the PJH 
one-act play cast and 
crew recently received 
the title of DISTRICT 
CHAMPIONS at their 
competition in Trenton in 
December.  The group 
performed “Steel Magno-
lias”, by Robert Harling. 

     Receiving individual 
honors were Cassie Mul-
key, Best Actress, and 
Alyssa Garner, All Star 

Cast. 

     The following students 
participated in this year’s 
OAP: 

Cast:  Marlee Martin, 
Candace Coufal, Taylor 
O’bier, Cassie Mulkey, 
Jillian DeFries, and Alyssa 
Garner.   

Crew:  Hanna Hawk, 
Blake Peters, Maddy Lew-
is, Nate Stephens, TJ 

Sifuentes, Alex Ramsdell, and Drew Shaw. 

The group 
was under 
the direc-
tion of 
Mrs. Elaine 
Jones, Di-
rector and 
Mr. Bill 
Wheeler, 
Assistant 
Director. 

than talk about a need 
they saw. They actually 
did something to meet 
that need. On Monday 
morning, February 2, 
Tyler and Cole sur-
prised Ms. O'Mary 
when they entered her 
classroom with a coat 
rack that they built just 
for her! These two 
young men did an out-
standing job, design-
ing, welding, and 
painting the coat rack. 

All year long, Tyler 
Van Duser and Cole 
Miller have com-
mented upon enter-
ing Ms. O'Mary's 
Spanish class that she 
needed a coat rack so 
they would have 
some place to hang 
coats and backpacks. 
These young men, 
members of the BHS 
Class of 2018 
(freshmen), did more 

Ms. O'Mary was very 
excited and surprised! 
She loves the addition 
to her classroom. So, 
we offer a huge shout 
out to Tyler and Cole 
for showing their Pan-
ther Pride and choosing 
greatness by going 
above and beyond to 
see that a need they 
recognized was met! 

PJH One-Act Play Wins at District Competition 

Creative Act of Kindness 
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Special thanks to local 

business, Douglas Dis-

tributing, for the re-

cent $500 donation 

made to Bells High 

School as part of their 

Educational Alliance 

Program.  Exxon Mo-

bil has a long history 

of supporting educa-

tional programs which 

focus on improve-

ments in math and 

science.  Bells ISD 

appreciates the sup-

port from Exxon Mo-

bile and recognizes 

the value of strong 

partnerships among 

school, business, and 

community.  It has 

not been decided at 

this time how the 

funds will be spent. 

Math and Science Grant Award from Douglas Distributing Spring STAAR Testing  
Monday, March 30th  

4th and 7th Writing, Day 1 

English I EOC 

Tuesday, March 31st  

4th and 7th Writing, Day 2 

5th and 8th Reading 

Wednesday, April 1st 

English II EOC 
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             Growing Student Writers 
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     Writing is a life-long skill, and teaching stu-

dents to write effectively in a variety of situations 

can be challenging to say the least.  Language arts 

teachers across Bells ISD not only teach writing 

as a process, but writing tasks are used to devel-

op student understanding of content and to fos-

ter critical thinking skills.  The Bells ISD District 

Improvement Plan identifies writing as an aca-

demic area of a concern, which has initiated an 

intensive revision of the writing curriculum.  As 

educators, we realize the importance of develop-

ing strong verbal and written communication 

skills for success in college, the work force and 

life in general. 

      To address student achievement in this area, 

teachers and administrators have begun a multi-

year initiative to address student perfor-

mance in writing, not just for state testing, 

but to improve students’ skills in prepara-

tion for college entrance exams, scholarship 

applications and college-level coursework.  

For the past couple of years, teachers and 

administrators have studied the state’s writ-

ing standards and worked to ensure vertical 

alignment through well-defined writing 

frameworks to guide writing instruction in 

English-language arts and writing class-

rooms.  As educators, we know that quality 

writing should occur in every classroom, 

regardless of the discipline; therefore, strat-

egies to use writing to engage students in all 

content areas is woven into many profes-

sional development activities, as well as de-

partment and professional learning meetings 

with teachers.    

     Growing student writers is a process, 

and BISD educators are committed to de-

veloping a comprehensive program based 

on best practices and solid educational re-

search for what works in writing instruc-

tion. Leading students to value the process 

of writing and making strong connections 

for real-life application is key to a successful pro-

gram. 

     The influence of tech-

nology and social media 

may have altered the way 

in which we teach writing, 

but these influences do not 

negate the importance of 

teaching written communi-

cation skills to our stu-

dents. 

Pictured above: 

Addyson Kimberling, BES Kindergarten 
student and author 
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TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE FRIDAY THE 13TH 

 

Twas the night before Friday the 13th, when all through the cabin 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a raven. 

The flashlights were hung from the bunk beds with care, 

In hopes that Jason wouldn’t be there. 

 

The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While nightmares of monsters ran through their heads. 

And my best friend in his bunk, and I almost in tears, 

Had just readied our brains for a night full of fears. 

 

When outside the cabin arose such a clatter. 

I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I ran with my knife, 

Tore open the window, so scared for dear life. 

 

The moon on the edge of the blue waters flowing  

Gave a shine to the lake as if it were glowing. 

When, what to my scared  little eyes should appear, 

But a tall man in a hockey mask, Oh Dear! 

                                                     By Laura Waldrip 

 

First Pep Rally 

 

The day of the first pep rally we practiced our cheer, 

ready to perform and for everyone to hear. 

Tumbling on the gym floor made me scared, 

but I knew all my hard work left me prepared. 

My uniform was set out and ready to wear, 

as I looked forward to being thrown into the air. 

We practiced our stunts so we wouldn’t fall, 

cheering for our favorite sport called football. 

Once I heard the band start to play the fight song, 

I knew the countdown to the pep rally wouldn’t be long. 

Walking onto the floor with the whole school in sight, 

reassured me that it would be a great night. 

 

                                                        By Heather Jones 

PreAP English II– Poetry Lesson           
an adaptation of “Twas the Night Before Christmas” 

  PRIDE Lessons at PJH  
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Each student was asked to 

decorate his or her own 

snowflake.  The larger ones 

represent PJH teachers and 

staff.  Mr. Snowman serves as 

a reminder that although we 

are all individuals, together 

we can make great things 

happen if we stick together!  

You can read more about 

this project and other PJH 

PRIDE lessons at Mrs. 

Stubbs’s Counselor Blog at 

http://www.bellsisd.net/

page/28376_4. 

 

SPRING BREAK 
MARCH  

9TH-13TH 
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6th grade UIL 
ART:  
Mia Moore, McKenzie Poe, Gabby Smith 
Mia Moore- 1st, team is 1st 
 
CALCULATOR: 
Zoey McCarty, Cayden Huffman, Saebra Blackburn 
Zoey McCarty- 3rd, team is 2nd 
 
CHESS: 
Armando Carillo, Austin Conner, Landon Nelson 
Landon Nelson- 4th, team is 2nd 
 
LISTENING: 
Hunter Howard, Landri Hicks, Maegan Hewitt 
Hunter Howard- 3rd 
Maegan Hewitt- 4th, team is 1st 
 
MAPS, GRAPHS, & CHARTS: 
Carl Besario, Landon Nelson, Hank Weaver 
Carl Besario- 6th, team is 1st 
 
MATHEMATICS: 
Cayden Huffman, Zoey McCarty, Tryston Mallory 
Cayden Huffman- 1st 
Zoey McCarty- 3rd, team is 2nd 
 
MUSIC MEMORY: 
Carson Gafford, Kayton Arnold, Landri Hicks 
Carson Gafford- 1st 
Kayton Arnold- 3rd 
Landri Hicks- 5th, team is 1st 
 
ORAL READING: 
Carson Howard- 5th 
 

7th grade UIL 
 

ART: 
Stevie James, Madison Lewis, Hope Cooke 
Stevie James- 3rd, team is 3rd 
 
LISTENING: 
Braden Oliver, Ambrose Fleming, Jillian Square 
Braden Oliver- 1st, team is 1st 
 
MAPS, GRAPHS, AND CHARTS: 
Josh Peterson- 4th 
 
MATHEMATICS: 
Madison Lewis, Dylan Gard, Victoria Azevedo 
Madison Lewis- 1st 
Dylan Gard- 5th, team is 1st 
 
MODERN ORATORY: 
Ambrose Fleming- 2nd 
ORAL READING: 
Zoe Sprayberry- 5th 
 

SCIENCE: 
Isabella Smith, Garrett Kyle, Matthew Wilson 
Isabella Smith- 4th, team is 3rd 
 
SPELLING: 
Ben Branam, Hayden LeRond, Josselyn Grove 
Ben Branam- 2nd 
Hayden LeRond- 6th, team is 2nd 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES: 
Courtney Davidson- 4th 
 

8th grade UIL 
ART: 

Cassie Mulkey, Alexi Smith, Jalen Hartline 

team is 3rd 

 

CALCULATOR: 

Alexis Grove, Brittany Doring, Colton West 

Alexis Grove- 1st 

Brittany Doring- 6th, team is 2nd 

 

CHESS: 

Owen Beck, Colton West, Steven Crawford 

Owen Beck- 2nd 

Colton West- 4th, team is 2nd 

 

IMPROMPTU: 

Kennedy Derzapf- 6th 

 

LISTENING: 

Christian Smith, Alexi Smith, Bryan Ponder 

Christian Smith- 2nd, team is 3rd 

 

MAPS, GRAPHS, AND CHARTS: 

Jayci Burns- 5th 

 

MATHEMATICS: 

Cassie Mulkey, Christian Smith, Eli Norris 

Cassie Mulkey- 1st 

Christian Smith- 6th, team is 2nd 

 

NUMBER SENSE: 

Matthew Conner, Kennedy Derzapf, Avery Layton 

Matthew Conner- 3rd 

Kennedy Derzapf- 5th, team is 1st  

 

SCIENCE: 

Steven Crawford, Jillian DeFries, Kennedy Derzapf 

Steven Crawford- 3rd, team is 3rd 

 

SPELLING: 

Garrett Faison, Kennedy Derzapf, Alexis Grove 

2nd overall 
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First grade teacher, Stacey Taylor was recently certified as a 

P31 Fitness Trainer.  Stacey began her fitness journey in Janu-

ary of 2014 when P31 came to Bells.  After training for a year 

under franchise owner, Kristi Carter, Stacey decided her love 

for the program and belief in the foundations of the program 

were urging her to take the next step and become a trainer.   

Mrs. Taylor is now leading two sessions of P31 Fitness and 

more ladies are enjoying the benefits of the program.  ANY 

lady is welcome to join P31.  You do not have to be a Bells 

ISD employee to join.  See below for session details. 

Session 1:  M-W-F at 5:00 a.m. at BES gym—Cost is $50.00 

Session 2:  Tu/Th at 4:14 p.m. at BES gym—Cost is $35.00 

If you have questions, feel free to contact Stacey Taylor at 

stacey.taylor@bellsisd.net or visit www.p31fitness.com/. 

Congratulations to the 2014-2015 BHS 

Class Favorites 

 

9th Grade 
Larissa Flores and Gunner McGehee 

 

10th Grade 
Heather Jones and Bruce Chartier 

 

11th Grade 
Jessa Harrison and Derrick Ponder 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Bells High School 
Cloe Keating and Anthony Chartier 

Bells ISD TECH CHALLENGE  
Winners! 

Below:  Melanie Fuller, BHS Busi-
ness Teacher 
and David Marsh, 5th Grade Eng-
lish/Language Arts and Social Stud-
ies Teachers 

Congratulations to these two  

teachers! 
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Superintendent’s Honor Roll 

 
3rd Grade 

Shelton Burden, Lucas Hamner, Gavin Kyle, Jacie Kyle, 

Blayze Massey, Malloree Meek, Titan Tillman, Otto Van-

diver, Kate Waldrip, Kinley Weger 

 

4th Grade 

Kylee Beach, Colby Branham, Ansley Campbell, Preston 

Carter, Serrena Galvan, Spencer Hinds, Hailey Jacobs, Au-

tumn Lane, Aiden Neal, Cooper Smith, Brayden Taylor, 

Grady Waldrip, Kori Wilson 

 

5th Grade 

Grace Marsh, Jaden Nelson, Blake Rolen, Raven Smith, Eli 

Taylor, Kerigan Wegley, Brenna Williams 

 

6th Grade 

Kayton Arnold, Carl Besario, Saebra Blackburn, Aidan 

Brown, Derek Chartier, Ethan Cooper, Carson Gafford, 

Cheznie Hale, Maegan Hewitt, Landri Hicks, Carson How-

ard, Hunter Howard, Cayden Huffman, Trystan Mallory, 

Zoey McCarty, Mia Moore, Landon Nelson, Tanner Reyn-

olds, Gabriella Smith, Lainie Snavely, Ben Stephens, Jaiden 

Tocquigny, Thomas Weaver 

 

7th Grade 

Robert Berghian, Ben Branam, Courtney Davidson, Vanessa 

Flores, Josselyn Grove, Garrett Kyle, Summer Lane, Madi-

son Lewis, Braden Oliver, Mackenzie Robinson, Zoe Spray-

berry and Matthew Wilson 

 

8th Grade 

Morgan Callan, Emma Cobb, Jillian Defries, Kennedy 

Derzapf, Garrett Faison, Alysssa Garner, Alexis Grove, 

Avery Layton, Sebastian Lopez, Eli Norris, Dylan Porter, 

Joshua Shaw, Alexi Smith, Christian Smith, Haley Snavely, 

Charli Waggoner 

 

Class of 2018 (Freshmen) 

Jorge Arevalo, Garrett Baker, Emma Bass, Savannah Brown, 

Jake Bulanek, Nathan Clark, Mikaela Doggett, Larissa Flo-

res, Kinley Gafford, Rylee Hicks, Evin Hughes, Colby 

Meek, Jayla Melvin, Chance Morse, Piper Simons, Amanda 

Soza, Zachary Sprayberry, Samantha Stanley, Drew Taylor, 

Ashton Tocquigny, Tyler VanDuser 

 

Class of 2017 (Sophomores) 

Keisha Arellano, Zoe Bankston, Kaitlyn Branam, Megan 

Burgess, Bruce Chartier, Jacob Cunliffe, Leanna Glatt, 

Kinley Ives, Ashley Jette, Heather Jones, Mackenzie 

Lewis, Cord Matchett, Hanna Ponder, Alexis Powell, 

Cara Powers, Brooklyn Ragan, Morgan Rice, Cassidy 

Scott, Jacob Shaw, Sidney Stephens, Bailey Stowers, Ky-

lie Stubbs, Laura Waldrip, Richard Weaver, Trevor 

Whitmire 

 

Class of 2016 (Juniors) 

Dylan Babbitt, Catie Beall, Heather Conrad, Desiree’ 

Davidson, Cassidy Jeffery, Joshua Melvin, Derrick Pon-

der, Audrie Roach, Marshall Roesler, Ethan Sanford, Gar-

rett Stringfellow, Emily Summers, Nicholas Wilson, Bai-

ley Wornhor, Aaron Zarn  

Class of 2015 (Seniors)  

Alicia Arevalo, Matthew Baer, Anna Baker, Sara Carpen-

ter, Haley Cathcart, Anthony Chartier, Jonathan Ciaccio, 

Hayden Cobb, Lauren Cockrill, Jailyn Crisp, Kaylee 

Glatt, Ashly Goggans, Hannah Griffith, Madelyn John-

ston, Breanna Joyce, Chloe Keating, Morgan Martin, 

Kaitlin Moore, Breeonna Overman, Kyla Pyle, Brittany 

Ross, Macy Sanders, John Shaw, Trea Shearer, Carlee 

Shelby, Katelyn Shults, Callie Snyder, Megan St. Amour, 

Sierra Steele, Ashleigh Strange, Noah Straw, Tyler 

Vance, Courtney Virgin, Kenlee Walters 

 

Principal’s Honor Roll 

 
3rd Grade 
Hector Atchley, Hayden Blount, Kaison Branham, Kay-

den Brichat, Ryan Bulanek, Drake Daniels, Bailee Dorris, 

Gavin Elton, Kelton Floyd, Tristan Gardner, Jayson Gill, 

Hannah Hayes, Alyssa Hensley, Jaxon Kinkade, Wiley 

Lastor, Austin Mayhew, Rachel Metcalf, Kaiden 

Mullinex, Easton Neal, Gavyn Pedigo, Anzley Poe, Cole 

Richardson, Natalia Robles, Riley Rolen, Emily Rose, 

Chloe Russum, Hayden Sikes, Brandon Smith, Kolby 

Stubbs, Devin Weaver 
 

4th Grade 
Tyler Allen, Madison Ball, Robbie Ballew, Will Brew-

ster, Brady Bounds, Sarah Cooper, Cierra Garnsey, Teryn 

Halliburton, Makena Hartline, Darren Holcomb, Lane 

Kendrick, Gunner Largent, Joshua Marquez, Christopher 

McAdams, Jeffrey McKinney, Carter Montgomery, Kait-

lyn Norris, Ashlyn Perez, Andrea Pruitt, Dakota Robin-

son, Megan Severson, Fisher Simons, Colt Stone, Ethan 

Stotesbury, Zachry Sutherland, Alexa Wallace, Morgan 

Walters, Owen Westbrook 

 

Third Six Weeks Honor Rolls 
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5th Grade 
Sophia Allen, Joe Anderson, Kevan Anthony, Lillie Baxter, 

Elijah Beck, Nicole Burks, Haley Dixon, Quinton Douglas, 

Tristen Faries Wilson, Dylin Kingston, Kollin Kumler, 

Mandie Kyle, Ella Liquori, Landon Morse, Lizzie Motley, 

Justine Norris, Meaghan Norris, Canyon Payne, Kaden Pyle, 

Spencer Roberts, Emily Sanders, Gracie Simpson, Lisa 

Sutherland 

 

6th Grade 

Armando Carrillo, Eduardo Carrillo, Nathan Conner, Sasha 

Lewis, Carson Miller, Mckenzie Poe, Wyatt Stephens and 

Hannah Wolf 

 

7th Grade 

Victoria Azevedo, Cade Doggett, Dylan Gard, Elsie Hooten, 

Stevie James, Rhyan Krueger, Isabella Smith, and Addison 

Wegley 

 

8th Grade 

Owen Beck, Carson Branham, Chesney Blount, Jayci Burns, 

Trevor Cogland, Matthew Conner, Steven Crawford, Jalen 

Hartline, Macauley Lamb, Cassandra Mulkey, Lauren Nich-

ols, Gavin Neasbitt, Bryan Ponder, Laney Rice, Daisy Ro-

bles and Alexyss Williams 

 

Class of 2018(Freshmen) 

Nicholas Baxley, David Macrum, Baileigh Massey, Samuel 

McCreary, Jaden Powell, Wade Rolen, Stephanie Simpson, 

Sarah Smart 

 

Class of 2017 (Sophomores) 

Cheyanne Connor, Rebekah Crawford, Jacob Hamner, 

Layne Murphree, Richard Peterson, Katlyn Poindexter  

 

Class of 2016 (Juniors) 

Shannon Atchley, Jonah Brown, Brittani Cunliffe, Aaron 

Crawford, Christopher Hall, James Hall, Codi Hamilton, 

Kimberly Jones, Jace Lester, Cheyenne McMillen, Donielle 

Neal, Ryan Retan,  

Class of 2015 (Seniors)  

Bailey Bullins, Tristan Coglon, Kolton Matchett, Caleb 

Powers, Blake Stevens 
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  TEEN DATING VIOLENCE 

 
     Some subjects are difficult to even 

think about where our own children are 

concerned. One such topic is dating vio-

lence. It seems this subject has been seen 

very vividly in recent news surrounding 

famous athletes. But, it is not limited to 

the famous or the adult world. Dating 

violence happens with teenagers. Parents 

and teens need to be aware. Below is a 

detailed explanation of what dating vio-

lence is. 

     “Dating violence is a type of intimate 

partner violence. It occurs between two 

people in a close relationship. The nature 

of dating violence can be physical, emo-

tional, or sexual.”  

Physical—This occurs when a partner is 

pinched, hit, shoved, slapped, 

punched, or kicked.  

Psychological/Emotional—This means 

threatening a partner or harming his 

or her sense of self-worth. Exam-

ples include name calling, shaming, 

bullying, embarrassing on purpose, 

or keeping him/her away from 

friends and family.  

Sexual—This is forcing a partner to 

engage in a sex act when he or she 

does not or cannot consent. This 

can be physical or nonphysical, like 

threatening to spread rumors if a 

partner refuses to have sex.  

Stalking—This refers to a pattern of 

harassing or threatening tactics that 

are unwanted and cause fear in the 

victim. Dating violence can take 

place in person or electronically, 

such as repeated texting or posting 

sexual pictures of a partner online. 

Unhealthy relationships can start 

early and last a lifetime. Teens of-

ten think some behaviors, like teas-

ing and name calling, are a 

“normal” part of a relationship. 

However, these behaviors can be-

come abusive and develop into 

more serious forms of violence.” 

        It is important to note, that not all 

dating violence is physical and does not 

even take place in a face to face setting. 

Texting and other social media can be 

used to cause harm. 

     A CDC publication from last year 

explains that many teens do not report 

dating violence out of fear. However, 

9% of students responded to a survey 

that they had been physically hurt on 

purpose by a boyfriend or girlfriend at 

least during the previous year. Even 

more startling is the long term impact 

this has on lives. “Among adult victims 

of rape, physical violence, and/ or stalk-

ing by an intimate partner, 22% of 

women and 15% of men first experi-

enced some form of partner violence 

between 11 and 17 years of age.” 

       According to the CDC, “Dating vio-

lence can have a negative effect on 

health throughout life. Youth who are 

victims are more likely to experience 

symptoms of depression and anxiety, 

engage in unhealthy behaviors, like us-

ing tobacco, drugs, and alcohol, or ex-

hibit antisocial behaviors and think 

about suicide. Youth who are victims of 

dating violence in high school are at 

higher risk for victimization during col-

lege.” Dating violence clearly has long 

term impact on lives.  

     Teens who are suffer from depression 

and anxiety, engage in early sexual ac-

tivity with multiple partners, those who 

have witnessed or experienced violence 

in their own homes and those who be-

lieve violence is acceptable are most at 

risk of experiencing dating violence.  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/

pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf
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What’s Coming Up? 

DISTRICT-WIDE 

Student Holiday/ Teacher Professional Development Day—February 16th  

Early Release—March 5th  

Bad Weather Day—March 6th  

Spring Break—March 9th—13th  

RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME 

We’re on the web! 

bellsisd.net 

Bells ISD 

 
Administration Office 

1550 Ole Ambrose Rd. 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.7721 

 

Superintendent 

     Joe Moore 

Administrative Assistant 

     Heather Waldrip 

Assistant Superintendent 

     Tricia Meek 

Business Manager 

     Marilyn Steger 

Business Assistant 

     Louise Sanford 

 

Bells Elementary 

110 Scott Rd. 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.7725 

 

Principal 

     DeAn Jeffrey 

Assistant Principal 

     Melissa Flyger 

Student Advisor 

     Carla Norris 

Campus Secretary 

     JoAnn Edwards 

 

Pritchard Junior High 

1510 Ole Ambrose Rd 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.4835 

 

Principal 

     Will Steger 

Counselor 

     Kristi Stubbs 

Campus Secretary 

     Cindy Moore 

 

Bells High School 

1500 Ole Ambrose Rd 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.7315 

 

Principal 

     Josh Weger 

Assistant Principal/Counselor 

     Yalonda Ivers 

Campus Secretary 

     Lori Flores 

Board of Trustee Election 

 
Election Date: May 9, 2015 

Three Seats are up for election. They are the seats currently occupied by Teri Sanford, 

Brent Adams, and Brent Shults. These are three year terms. 

 

January 28, 2015/First day to File 

February 27, 2015/Last day to File 

 

Application for place on the ballot is available at the Bells Administration Office. 

Poll Location: Bells City Hall 

                       203 S. Broadway 

                       Bells, TX 75414 

Early Voting: April 27, 2015 through May 05, 2015 

                      8:00 am to 4:30 pm on regular business  

                      days. 

Election Day: May 9, 2015 7:00 am to 7:00 pm 

Teen Dating Violence continued... 

Ultimately the goal is to stop dating violence before it begins. The best ways to do this are to 

help preteens and teen s develop skills to help them have positive relationships with others such 

as listening skills and conflict resolution skills. Teens need to know and understand that vio-

lence is not the “norm” and it should not be expected within a dating relationship. It is the task 

of parents, educators, and community members who influence youth to model these skills and 

to speak up and have difficult conversations with our “kids” when one has reason to suspect 

that they may be in unhealthy relationships.  

 

For additional information please visit the following websites: 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html 

 

http://www.victimsofcrime.org/help-for-crime-victims/get-help-bulletins-for-crime-victims/

bulletins-for-teens/dating-violence 
 

Quotes and information found in this Panther Tracks article were found at: 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/help-for-crime-victims/get-help-bulletins-for-crime-victims/bulletins-for-teens/dating-violence
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/help-for-crime-victims/get-help-bulletins-for-crime-victims/bulletins-for-teens/dating-violence
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/teen-dating-violence-factsheet-a.pdf

