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What Are My Score Percentiles? ETTTTTTTORE 0

Percentiles and benchmarks are provided for
10th and 11th grades on the PSAT/NMSQT".

Immediately below each of the three scores, students are
presented with their Nationally Representative Sample
Percentile. This number is the percentile ranking for a student if
ALL U.S. students, in their same grade, took the test. (It is a norm-
referenced group of all U.S. students in their grade, regardless of
whether they typically take the PSAT/NMSQT, derived via a
weighted research study sample.) From the example on the slide,
the student can read that, at the score of 960, he or she
performed better than 51 percent of students nationally. Help
students find and understand their Nationally Representative
Sample Percentile for both section scores and the total score.

Percentiles and benchmarks are provided for 10th and 11th
grades on the PSAT/NMSAQT. If a student is younger or older, then
he or she is compared to the nearest grade level. For example a
ninth-grader will be compared to 10th-grade benchmarks.
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What Is the National Merit®

Scholarship Program?

The National Merit Scholarship Program is an academic competition for
recognition and scholarships that began in 1955. Of the 1.5 million
students who take the PSAT/NMSQT, some 50,000 with the highest
PSAT/NMSQT Selection Index scores qualify for recognition in the
National Merit Scholarship Program. In September, these high scorers
are notified through their schools that they have qualified as either a
Commended Student or a Semifinalist.

Selection Index scores are calculated by doubling the sum of the
Reading, the Writing and Language, and the Math Test scores. Students
can find this score in the middle of the top of page 3 of the paper score
report. If there is an asterisk after the number, the student is not eligible
for the competition during this test administration.

For more information, visit NMSC’s website or see the Official Student
Guide to the PSAT/NMSAQT or the Guide to the National Merit®

Scholarship Program (for educators).

2017 Texas National Merit index score was 221.

YOUR PATH TOMORROW

Here’s what else is
waiting for you online:
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A link to free
personalized practice
on Khan Academy
Share your scores with
Khan Academyto get your
personalized practice

A list of the challenging
courses you're ready for
Congrats! Your scores show
you're ready to succeed in
AP*® courses.

Your customized
starter college list
Check out the tools at
BigFuture™ to kick-start
your college plans

Don't forget!

Register to take the SAT
ahead of college application
deadlines in spring of junior
year and fall of senior year
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What Is My Question-Level
Feedback?

Question-level feedback allows students to understand how many
and which questions they answered correctly, incorrectly, and
omitted. The last page of the report explains the total number of
guestions for each test, the number of correct and incorrect answers
the student chose, and the number of omitted answers. If students
have many omitted answers, remind them that there is no penalty for
guessing and they should give their best answer for each question.

The difficulty level of each question is also provided. Questions are
reported as easy, medium, and hard; this level is determined by the
College Board based on overall performance for each question.
Students can see which easy questions they missed by looking for
guestions shaded in pink. If students have taken a disclosed form of
the assessment, they can access their scores online and read the
actual text of the questions and get answer explanations.

Your Question-Level Feedback

QUESTIONS
OVERVIEW
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HOW Dld My Score Section scores

Need to Strengthen Skills = below grade-level benchmark

MeaSU re Aga | nSt by more than one year
th e Be N Ch Ma rks? = below grade-level benchmark

] by one year or less
Section, test, and subscores all y y
report scores in performance Meets or Exceeds Benchmark = at or above grade-level benchmark
zones that indicate whether you

are on track for meeting the
college readiness benchmarks Red, yellow, and green ranges reflect areas of strengths and

on the SAT®. weaknesses compared to the typical performance of students

Test scores and subscores

Students will see their numerical score for each section, test, and subscore. The section score graphic shows where
the student score falls on a continuum, and is colored to demonstrate how the score corresponds to the grade-level
benchmark. There is a grade-level benchmark for Evidence-Based Reading and Writing, and a grade-level benchmark
for Math. Students who meet the grade-level benchmark are on track for meeting the corresponding college readiness
benchmark on the SAT. For their section scores, if the score falls in the red area of the graphic, they “need to
strengthen their skills,” meaning they are more than one year below the grade-level benchmark. If the score falls in
the yellow part of the graphic, they are “approaching benchmark,” or below the grade-level benchmark by one year or
less. If the score falls in the green area of the graphic, they are on track to meet the college readiness benchmark and
have met or exceeded the grade-level benchmark.

For the test scores and subscores, which are also shown on a color-coded continuum, the colors in the graphics
represent relative strengths (green) and weaknesses (red) based on typical student performance.



What Do My

Scores Tell Me? B OTE | s
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How Can I N

Score Report for PSAT/NMSQT, Fall 2015  skills Insight v Download Report

Skills Insight is designed to help students gain a better understanding of how scores relate to

L] L] alized
’ specific academic skills. It offers descriptions of performance and insight into skills measured at Free, personalized
‘ a e I I I I ‘ I S each score band. It also provides actionable suggestions for improving skills that help students gain practice for the SAT B3
]

additional practice. For a deeper analysis and personalized practice recommendations, link your at Khan Academy
score to the free official SAT practice on Khan Academy®

Skills Insight™ informs you
about what you are already
likely able to do, and how you
can improve your skills.

Reading Writing & Language Math
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What Can I Learn
from My Answers?

See the actual questions,
answer choices, and the
answer selected.

Look at the online score report and
consider the following:

Identify the questions answered
incorrectly.

Find the correct answer and read the
answer explanation,

Explain why the error was made.

Ask questions about answer
explanations that are not clear.
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What Can I Learn
from My Answers?

(cont.)

Check the level of difficulty of
each question and the related
subscores and cross-test scores.

Look at the types of questions answered
incorrectly and skipped and consider the
following:

Identify the level of difficulty. How many
guestions did | miss at each level?

Was | more likely to skip questions
associated with any subscore or cross-
test score?

What inferences can | make about
areas for improvement based on
the types of questions | missed
and skipped?
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What Are My
Next Steps?

Continue to take challenging courses in high school
Use Method Test Prep purchased by Bells ISD

Link scores with Khan Academy

Set up a practice plan and stick to it

Register for the SAT and ACT. Ideally, students should take the SAT and/or
ACT in the fall and spring of junior year and fall of senior year.

Utilize other resources to research and prepare for college




Official SAT®
Practice with

Khan Academy’—
It's FREE!

Go to satpractice.org and create a
free account.

Get personalized recommendations.
Link your Khan Academy account to
your College Board account to
Import past SAT Suite results or take
diagnostic quizzes to get
personalized recommendations.

Create a study plan. Select a test
date and set up a practice schedule.

6 CollegeBoard
_|_

KHANACADEMY
_|_

YOU

PROVIDING WORLD-CLASS
FREE SAT" PREPARATION

TOGETHER.


http://satpractice.org/

How Can I Thousands of practice questions and videos covering

Pra Ctl ce Wlth every SAT® concept
Kh an Aca d e my@? Six official, full-length SAT practice tests with more to come

) ) ) Personalized recommendations based on each student’s
Watch a video introducing

Official SAT Practice on strengths and weaknesses
Khan Academy

Tailored practice schedule mapping out each students’
path to test day

SAT tips and strategies, sharing information about each
part of the test
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https://youtu.be/D3vHhXMQPmE

What Steps Will I Step 1
FO”OW tO Llnk My Log in or create a Khan Academy account.

Step 2
COI Ieg € BOa rd Wﬁé)n prompted, agree to link your Khan Academy
Account to Kha N and College Board accounts. You will then be directed to
Academy*-?

collegeboard.orq.

Step 3
Sign in or create a College Board account.

Step 4
When prompted, hit “Send” to authorize the account linking.

Step 5
Start practicing on Official SAT® Practice on Khan Academy!

17


http://collegeboard.org/

How Can I Link My -

Practice your skills

College Board and .

improvement today.

Khan Academy®

Practice Math

Accounts?

Sign in to CollegeBoard.org Current skill levels Practice your skills

After successfully logging in to your
Co"ege Board aCCOunt, you Wi" be Onee you connect your CollegeBoard.org account, we'll read in the Math Reading & Writinc

results of your PSAT/NMSQTS or PSAT 8/9 axam, fast-foreard your

aS ked to authorlze the aCCOU nt skill progress, and give you praclice recommendations for whal you Link your PSAT/NMSGT® of PSAT 8/8 results or complete your

missad on the exam. . . i i
diagnostic quizzes to et your current skill levels.

II n kl ng . Even i you have not laken @ real exam yel, creals or sign in to your
account on CollegeBoard.org and we'll stay in sync with your fulure
exam schedule.

After CI|Ck|ng “Send ,u you W|” be ) 8 Frequently asked questions
red I re Cted tO SAT® P ractlce On the Ilk B "}I Check out our frequently asked guestions. Then lel us know if you
Khan Academy Slte . have a problem or an idea for making this system better!

Exam scores Miew Full Exams

You can remove the link at any time

by clicking on “Revoke,” which is oraics Sxam o S o Cotecs o rg ac conmectyourral
found in your College Board account B

settings.
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Information about SAT

Given 7 times nationally per year. Now, schools can administer test once in fall and once in
spring.

Bells will administer the SAT on Tuesday, April 10, at BHS at 8:00 am. Deadline for registration is
February 1st.

Cost for the test at BHS is $47.50. Checks can be made out to Bells High School. There are no
fee waivers for this administration.

Complete fee waiver for free/reduced lunch students can be used for the March 9 and May 4
administrations at Austin College.

SAT is divided into 3 testing categories:

Reading Test Writing and Language Test  Math Test Math Test
65 minutes 35 minutes with calculator without calculator
52 gquestions 44 questions 55 minutes 25 minutes

38 questions 20 questions
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Information about ACT

Given 7 times nationally per year. Now, schools can administer test once in fall and once in spring.

Bells will administer the ACT on Tuesday, April 2, at BHS at 8:00 am. Deadline for registration is
February 1st. See Ms. Branam to sign up and pay.

Cost for the test at BHS is $50.50. Checks can be made out to Bells High School. There are no fee
waivers for this administration.

Complete fee waiver for free/reduced lunch students can be used for the April 13 and June 8
administrations at Sherman High School.

The ACT is divided into 4 testing categories:

Reading Test Math Test English Test Science Test
35 minutes 60 minutes 45 minutes 35 minutes
40 questions 60 guestions 75 questions 40 questions
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More FYI

* Plan at taking each test 3 times. Research shows that
the 3" administration will result the highest score.

* Do not procrastinate. The deadline for admission to
many universities is fall of the students’ senior year.

 Many colleges will superscore ACT and SAT tests.

 Most universities have automatic acceptance based on
ACT/SAT scores.

PSAT/NMSQT
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