
 

November 13, 2018 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

An unhealthy practice has emerged at the high school and other high schools across the country called 

“vaping” or “juuling.” These types of electronic cigarettes are devices that utilize stored electricity to heat a 

liquid or wax into vapors, which are then inhaled by the user. These devices are discrete and almost odorless, 

which makes their use hard to detect. This, along with the brand’s many flavors, make it an attractive product 

for younger users. The Food and Drug Administration Commissioner declared youth vaping an “epidemic,” 

and the agency has threatened to halt sales of flavored electronic cigarettes if the manufacturers cannot 

prove they are doing enough to keep them out of the hands of children.  

These products are marketed as safer than smoking traditional cigarettes. However, there is already enough 

evidence to justify efforts to prevent e-cigarette use by young people. A single JUUL pod contains as much 

nicotine as an entire pack of cigarettes. Medical professionals are very concerned because a JUUL delivers 

higher concentrations of nicotine than other e-cigarettes. Not only is nicotine highly addictive, but it is also 

known to impair brain and lung development if used during adolescence. Some e-cigarettes can also be used 

to inhale THC, a component of marijuana.  

Students report that these devices can be purchased online, from other students or friends, or from vape 

shops despite being underage. Some of the devices look like common items around the house, such as a flash 

drive, phone charger, pen, or sharpie. The use or possession of vaping devices, or any component of such 

device, on school property or at school-related activities is prohibited. The consequences for violating this 

rule include 10 days of Disciplinary Alternative Education Program (DAEP) for the first offense, 30 days of 

DAEP for the second offense, and 90 days of DAEP for the third offense. Selling a vaping device, or any 

component  of such device, on school property or at a school related activity will result in a maximum of 90 

days of DAEP for the first offense. During a DAEP placement, students lose all bus privileges and are not 

allowed to attend any school-related activities until the placement is completed. If the vaping device is 

determined to contain an illegal narcotic, stricter consequences and criminal charges will likely apply. 

I am sharing this information to alert you to the possible risk to your child’s health. I encourage you to have a 

conversation with your son or daughter about their health and the choices you expect them to make 

regarding e-cigarettes or other vaping devices. We appreciate our community, and we appreciate your help 

with this issue. Please contact the high school office if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Josh Weger 
BHS Principal 
903-965-7315 (office) 
josh.weger@bellsisd.net 

 
 


