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Panther Tracks 

     At 10 a.m. on May 12th, sen-

ior, Mackenzie Lewis accom-

plished something no other BHS 

graduate has done.  She walked 

the stage at Grayson county col-

lege to receive her diploma for 

earning her associate’s degree.  

Since her freshman year at BHS, 

Mackenzie Lewis begin making 

plans to earn her Aassociate’s 

degree before her high school 

graduation.  She knew this would 

not be an easy endeavor, but Mac-

kenzie was determined to pursue 

this dream.  With the support of 

her parents, Mackenzie worked to 

make her dream a reality.  She 

faced many challenges along the 

way, one being that she also spent 

many hours involved in her high 

school activites.  Mackenzie par-

ticipated in the high 

school yearbook her 

four years at BHS.  

          Katie Branam                         Zoe Bankston 

     The 2016-17 Bells High 

School Valedictorian is Kaitlyn 

Taylor Branam.  Katie is the 

daughter of Jimmy Branam and 

Karri Branam, the granddaugh-

ter of Mark and Debbie 

Youree, Rick and Jeannie Bra-

nam, and Pam Branam, and the 

great-granddaughter of Bobbie 

French.  Katie’s accolades 

throughout high school include 

Beta Club president, Student 

Council treasurer, All-State 

basketball player, regional 

qualifier in the shotput, region-

al qualifier in UIL editorial 

writing, Texoma Medical Cen-

ter volunteer, and assistant 

coach for the Bells Youth 1st 

and 2nd grade basketball girls.  

Katie has received a scholar-

ship to play basketball at 

Southeastern Oklahoma State 

University where she will pur-

sue a career as a physical thera-

pist.   

 The 2016-17 Bells 

High School Salutatorian is 

Zoe Catherine Bankston.  Zoe 

is the daughter of Rick and 

Cindy Bankston and the grand-

daughter of Jim and Raynell 

Glaser and the late C.A. and 

Betty Faye Bankston.  

Throughout high school, Zoe 

has served as the FFA presi-

dent, Beta Club secretary, vice-

president on the chapter con-

ducting team who placed third 

in state, state qualifier in dairy 

judging, regional quarterfinalist 

in volleyball, and coach of the 

Bells 3rd and 4th grade volley-

ball team.   Next fall, Zoe will 

attend Barrett the Honors Col-

lege at Arizona State Universi-

ty where she will major in civil 

engineering.   

 

2017 BHS Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

BHS Senior Earns Associate’s Degree  from Grayson County College 
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Many nights were spent taking pic-

tures at sporting events, concerts, or 

other BISD activites.  In addition, 

Mackenzie was an active member of 

the Bells High School FFA Chapter. 

Mackenzie served as the FFA Report-

er, and she was also involved in multi-

ple state qualifying chapter conducting 

teams, and other LDE events. 

      To earn her associate’s degree, 

Mackenzie completed 62 total credit 

hours.   She began taking college 

courses the fall semester of her sopho-

more year in high school. Her favorite 

courses were Chemistry, Earth Sci-

ence, and Statistics.  

      Mackenzie shared that this was 

really hard at times be-

cause of her participation 

in the extracurricular ac-

tivities in high school.  In 

addition to the previously 

mentioned activiites, 

Mackenzie was also 

nvolved in the Panther 

band, Beta club, student 

council and powerlifting. 

There were many nights 

she got very little sleep, but if she had 

it to do over again, Mackenzie would 

definitely take the same path.  

     Mackenzie will attend Texas Tech 

University after graduation where she 

will major in Chemical Engineering.  

She really enjoyed her Chemistry and 

math classes at Grayson which fueled 

her passion to continue on this career 

path. 

     Mackenzie was also accepted into 

the  Honors College at Texas Tech and 

is really looking forward to being 

around a lot of like-minded people 

with similar career goals as herself.  

She later wants to pursue acceptance 

into the Pharmacology program and 

tech and either become a pharmacist in 

a hospital, or pursue something more 

along the lines of pharmaceutical re-

search.  

     Mackenzie is the daughter of Britt 

and Kelly Lewis, and she has two 

younger sisters and a younger brother. 

     Mackenzie expressed some words 

of wisdom to students interested in 

pursing their associate’s degree while 

still in high school. 

     I want other students to know that 

this is possible, but this was not easy, 

by any stretch of the imagination. I 

feel like I missed out on a lot of social 

things because I was busy finishing 

coursework. This doesn't really bother 

me, because all of my friends were 

older than me and in the same boat, 

but others might struggle trying to bal-

ance a social life with their course-

work. I also want to remind students 

who are thinking about pursuing this 

that I had long days. I would wake up 

at 6 in the morning to get ready for 

school, stay out all night because of 

band, and then stay up until 3 or 4 in 

the morning finishing homework as-

signments. Sleep seemed like a luxury 

to me. If you're a student thinking 

about pursuing your associates, I 

highly recommend having strong sup-

port systems both at home and in the 

school.  Plan out the entirety of the 

degree in the beginning, and purchase 

a planner each year! 

Mackenzie Lewis earns Associate’s Degree continued. . . .  
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2016-2017—A Year to Be Proud of at Bells High School 

     Principal, Josh Weger had big plans for the faculty and 

staff of BHS last summer when he determined the theme 

for the year would be Learn Every Day, Work Hard Every 

Day, Serve Others, & Respect Everyone.  Having been the 

campus leader at BHS for the past three years, he knows 

the faculty, staff, and students don’t tend to shy away from 

ANY of those verbs.  However, the accomplishments of 

2016-2017 have exceeded expectations.  This has truly 

been a fun year at BHS—a year like no other that the dis-

trict, campus, and the entire Bells community can be 

proud.  Read below at the highlights of many wonderful 

things that have happened at BHS this year, and at the 

time of the Panther Tracks publication, there are still ath-

letic teams competing at post –district levels. 

ACADEMICS 

Over $400K earned in scholarships by BHS Seniors 

Over 400 college hours earned by BHS students in 2016-17 

78 students took the SAT and / or ACT exam 

Administered 58 Advanced Placement Exams 

 

FFA & AG MECHANICS 

18 Competition Banners earned 

District Sweepstakes 

6 area qualifier teams, 5 state qualifier teams 

2 teams finished in the top 4 of state 

Numerous scholarships for FFA Seniors 

 

UIL ACADEMICS 

2nd place school at district competition 

28 individuals placed at the district competition, 2 Regional 

Qualifiers 

One Act Play was Area Finalists 

 

BETA CLUB 

3 students advanced to the national convention 

BHS student elected as the state BETA club president 

 

YEARBOOK 

Josten’s National Yearbook Program of Excellence 

BAND 

Superior rating (1) at the UIL marching competition 

Excellent rating (2) on stage and Superior rating (1) in sight-

reading 

9 students advanced to the state solo & ensemble competition 

4 Students participated in the 4-state honors band 

4 Seniors received college music scholarships 

 

ROBOTICS 

Placed 16th of 50 teams at the BEST competition 

1 Team advanced to the TCEA State Qualifiers 

 

CHEERLEADING 

Placed 8th in the UIL 2A state competition 

 

ATHLETICS 

Girl’s Cross Country Team - Regional Qualifiers (second year 

in a row) 

Volleyball -  Regional Quarter-Finalists (second year in a row) 

Football – Bi-District Qualifiers (third years in a row) 

Girl’s Basketball – District Champions (third year in a row) and 

Regional Quarter-Finalists 

Boy’s Basketball – Bi-District Qualifiers (second year in a row) 

Powerlifting – 4 regional qualifiers and 3 state qualifiers 

Track - 24 athletes advanced to the Area competition, 19 ad-

vanced to 

the Regional competition, 1 advanced to state 

Tennis – District Championship in girls and boys teams, 8 ath-

letes advanced to Regional competition, 2 students advanced to 

state competition 

Golf  -  3 athletes ad-

vanced to Regional 

competition 

Softball – Co-District 

champs, still playing 

Baseball  -  2nd place 

in district, Area Final-

ists  
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     Even before the winter basketball 

season ended for BHS student ath-

letes, the softball and baseball fields 

were already in preparation for a 

new season.  Powerlifting was still 

going strong and quickly to follow 

were track, 

golf and 

tennis. The 

Bells ath-

letic pro-

gram has 

had several 

students 

compete 

well at district, regional and state 

competitions this year.  While both 

teams and individuals have earned 

honors throughout this school year, 

it is also worthy to note that many 

student athletes also earned academ-

ic all-district honors 

     Three students advanced to the 

state powerlifting meet this spring.  

Logan Vance took 9th place, 

Baileigh Massey 10th place and Ja-

cob Taylor 11th.       

     Both the boys and girls tennis 

teams were district champions.  

Meagan Hardin and Dustin Hardin 

took 1st at district in mixed doubles.  

They were also 1st at regionals in 

mixed doubles and were state quali-

fiers.  

     In singles, Zac Sprayberry was 

1st at district in boys singles and 

was a regional qualifier.  Zoe Spray-

berry was 1st at district in girls sin-

gles and was a regional qualifier. 

Brendan Smith and Nathan Clark 

were 2nd at district in boys doubles 

and were regional qualifiers. 

Danielle Doggett and Charli Wag-

goner took 1st at district in girls dou-

bles and also were regional qualifi-

ers. 

     The BHS golf team also did well 

this spring, with three students earn-

ing spots as regional qualifiers.  Nate 

Stephens, Eli Norris, and 

Meagan 

Hardin 

all qual-

ified. 

     In 

track, 

the boys 

finished 

3rd in 

district, 

with 19 

boys 

advanc-

ing to 

area and 

10 to 

region-

als. 

     The girls finished 2nd at district 

with 12 competing at area, 9 to re-

gionals, and 1 on to the state track 

meet.  Congratulations to all of the 

BHS athletes for their accomplish-

ments this spring. 
 

 

EVERY  

ACCOMPLISHMENT 

STARTS WITH  

THE DECISION  

TO TRY! 

BHS Junior Amanda Soza Earns High Score on PSAT 

     Congratulations to junior, Amanda 

Soza!  Amanda scored in the top 2.5% 

of all Hispanic and Latino test-takers 

in our region on the PSAT.  The Pre-

liminary SAT is a national test given 

in October of each year.  More than 

3.4 million high schools take partici-

pate in the PSAT administration.       

     Amanda is a member of the Nation-

al Beta Club, the Bells Panther march-

ing band, and the NSHSS (National 

Society of High School Scholars).  

Bells ISD is very proud of Amanda 

and look forward to hearing of her fu-

ture endeavors.   

 
       

 
 

 

 
 
 

Bells Athletes Excel at Spring Sports in 2017 
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Varsity Baseball Makes it to Area Play 

 

Despite the Panther’s 9-3 loss 

to #2 ranked Muenster on 

May 11th, the team had a 

great season .  Coach Weger 

reported a 18-8-1 record for 

the team this year which end-

ed as Area Finalists.  There 

are no seniors on the team, so 

the Panthers look forward to 

what the next few years will 

bring in Panther baseball. 

 

Lady Panthers Softball Makes History  

      The Bells Lady Panther softball team has tasted post season success for several years 

now, but at no time since the sport began at BHS has a team gone this deep into the 

playoffs.  With a mix of experience and newcomers, the Lady Panthers have dominated the 

field on both offense and defense.  During games two and three at Regional semi-finals 

against Moody, the team came out strong and ended strong, defeating the Lady Bearcats 11-

1 and then 15-3.   The team will face district rival, Tom Bean Lady Tomcats in the regional 

finals on Friday, May 26th in Denison.  Both teams only have 3 losses for the year, with 

each having lost to one another during the regular season..   
      Five of the Lady Panthers are seniors and will graduate Saturday, May 27th.  What a 

wonderful graduation gift 

a trip to the state tourna-

ment would be for Kylie 

Stubbs, Katie Branam, 

Kinley Ives, CJ Crane, 

and Cassidy Scott!  Come 

out this Friday night at 

7:00 p.m. to watch the La-

dy Panthers play and 

cheer them on to the state 

softball tournament. 
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FFA News 

     The Bells FFA program finished off the year compet-

ing in Career Development Events (CDE’s) in the area 

and state competitions. The Dairy team consisted of Zoe 

Bankston, Sidney Stephens, Haley Snavely, Kennedy 

Derzapf, and Charli Waggoner. At the area competition 

at Texas A&M Commerce, the Dairy team placed 10th 

out of the 47 teams that competed. Kennedy Derzapf 

placed 3rd individually out of 170 participants. The 

Farm Business Management team consisting of Macken-

zie Lewis, Drew Taylor, Savannah Brown, and Jayla 

Melvin placed 13th at the Area Competition. The Ag 

Mechanics team consisted of Chance Morse, Colby 

Meek, and Garrett Baker. They placed 9th at the Area 

Competition.The Entomology team consisting of Eli 

Norris, Jake Bulanek, Avery Layton, and Larissa Flores 

placed 9th at the Area competition at Tarleton State Uni-

versity. The Livestock team consisted of Cord Matchett, 

Cara Powers, Rylee Hicks, and Kerynn Sizemore. At the 

Area competition at Texas A&M Commerce, the Live-

stock team placed 9th out of 78 teams, qualifying for the 

state competition. At the Texas A&M State Livestock 

Competition, they placed 16th out of 640 teams 

statewide. 

     The FFA wrapped up their suc-

cessful year with their annual awards 

banquet.Approximately 200 mem-

bers, parents, and guests attended 

where multiple students were recog-

nized for their hard work and dedica-

tion to the program. Some of the ma-

jor awards given included the Star 

Greenhand award presented to 

Bradon Garcia. The All Around Out-

standing Ag Mechanics Student 

award was given to Colby Meek. 

Kerynn Sizemore was presented with 

the Star Chapter Farmer Award for 

her hard work in the classroom and 

the barn. The Jr. Chapter Leadership 

Award was given to Courtney Da-

vidson.  The Sr. Chapter Leadership 

award was presented to Zoe Bank-

ston for her outstanding leadership as 

President of the Bells FFA and  for 

the outstanding example she has set 

for our younger members. Cord Matchet was chosen to 

receive the Sr. Outstanding Ag Accomplishment 

award  given to the Sr. member who has shown leader-

ship not only in the classroom but also at contests, the 

school barn, and shows across the state of Texas. SBY 

scholarships were presented to Zoe Bankston, Brooklyn 

Ragan, Cara Powers, and Bailey Stowers. Sidney Ste-

phens received the Bob Fleming Memorial Scholarship. 

The Jack Pritchard Scholarship was presented to Cord 

Matchett. The banquet culminated with the outgoing 

senior officers presenting and installing the incoming 

officers for the upcoming 2017-2018 school year. 

A big thank you to all of the outgoing Senior Chapter 

Officers. Good luck in all of your future endeavors. Sen-

iorsThe newly elected 2017-2018 Chapter Officer team 

is (from left), President Rylee Hicks, Vice President Sa-

vannah Brown, Secretary Jayci Burns, Treasurer Jayla 

Melvin, Reporter Kennedy Derzapf, Sentinel Avery 

Layton, Historian Haley Snavely, Parliamentarian 

Kerynn Sizemore, Student Advisor Tyler Vanduser.   
 

       The newly elected officers and the Bells FFA mem-

bers are looking forward to the 2017-2018 school year 

and the challenges and opportunities it presents. 
 

Kennedy Derzapf 

Chapter Reporter 

2016-2017 Senior Officers: (from left) Brooklyn Ra-

gan, Cara Powers, Mackenzie Lewis, Cord Matchett, 

Zoe Bankston, Sidney Stephens.  
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     May 18th was an excit-

ing day for BHS seniors, 

Hannah Ponder and Bruce 

Chartier.  Both athletes 

signed letters of intent to 

participate in collegieate 

track programs.   
     Hannah will attend 

Midwestern State Universi-

ty next fall on a track 

scholarship where she will 

compete in discus and pos-

sibly other throwing 

events. In early May, Han-

nah traveled to Austin to 

compete at the State track 

meet where she  took 5th 

place in discus in 2A com-

petition.    
     Bruce will attend Har-

din Simmons University in 

Abilene and plans to parti-

ciate in the 800 and possibly distrance races.  Both seniors had successful seasons in multiple sports, but 

faired very well in the track program.  Congratulations to Hannah Ponder and Bruce Chartier. 
 

 

Two BHS Seniors Sign with Collegiate Track Programs 

Katie Branam Selected as KXII A+ Athlete 

     In mid-April, senior, Katie Branam was 

chosen as the KXII A+Athlete for her hard 

work and dedication not only to sports, but 

also her academics.  Katie has excelled in 

multiple sports throughout her high school 

career, and she is the Valedictorian for the 

BHS Senior Class of 2017.  Katie will at-

tend Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-

sity next year where she will play basket-

ball. 

Congratulations to Katie for this honor. 

The Bells High School Class of 2017 received a total of $483,794.00 in 

scholarships!  Way to go seniors!!! 
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2017 Parade of Graduates 

On May 23rd, the BHS Class of 2017 joined hands with a member of the 

BHS Class of 2029 and paraded the halls of Bells Elementary as other BES 

students watched, cheered and high-fived the honorees.  This was an exciting 

event for both groups of students and truly conveyed the Panther pride in this 

district!  Congratulations to all of the graduates. 
Kindergarten Graduation—May 25th, 9 a.m.   Senior Graduation—May 27th, 10 a.m. 
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      Each year, Bells Elementary hosts a brunch honoring all 

those who have spent time on campus volunteering throughout the school year. The 

BES volunteer brunch was held on April 11th this year. Bells Elementary has some 

fabulous cooks!  The administrators and teachers provided the food for the brunch 

and the BES student council members served. 
      This year’s theme was “Volunteers are Super Heroes”! Parents, grandparents, 

other family members and community volunteers helped us accomplish a great deal 

this year. They truly are heroes. A special thank you was extended to the outgoing 

PTO president, Chris Corley. A very important award was given at the end of the 

brunch.  Mrs. Ivers recognized the BES Volunteer of the Year, Mr. Victor Azeve-

do. 

     For the past eight years, Mr. Azevedo has used a portion of his vacation time to 

attend Camp Jolt with fifth graders. He is also quick to assist with many jobs 

around the school, from helping with bulletin boards to 

building things for classrooms to cleaning the cages and 

feeding some our BES classroom pets. He is not only a 

hero at BES, but he is an unsung hero every day as he 

works to keep people safe as a fireman!  Mr. Azevedo is 

very deserving of this special award, and BISD appreci-

ates all that he does for Bells Elementary!   

Bells Elementary Annual Volunteer Brunch 

Pictured top right:  Mr. Azevedo and his wife, Paula 

(BES Kindergarten teacher) 
Picture right:  Mrs. Ivers presents Mr. Azevedo his 

2016-17 Volunteer of the Year plaque 
Pictured below:  BES Select Choir performs for volun-

teers. 
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Bells High School Named Jos-

tens 2017 National Yearbook 

Program of Excellence 

 

     Jostens, the leading producer 

of yearbooks and student-created 

content, today announced that 

Bells High School’s yearbook 

program has been named a 2017 

Jostens’ National Yearbook Pro-

gram of Excellence. The National 

Yearbook Program of Excellence 

recognizes engaging yearbooks 

that reflect a broad representation 

of the student body while helping 

students develop 21st century 

skills such as communication, 

collaboration, and information 

and communication technologies 

(ICT) literacy.   

     The Bells High School’s 

award winning yearbook program 

is led by Mackenzie Lewis, Riley 

Krueger and Cheyanee Connor.  

The yearbook is under the direc-

tion of Mrs. Monica Faber, the 

Bells High school yearbook ad-

viser. 

     Jostens’ National Yearbook 

Program of Excellence Awards 

are presented twice a year, in 

spring and in fall for yearbooks 

delivered during the school year. 

The Award was presented to the 

Bells High School yearbook pro-

gram for achieving the defined 

criteria in each of three following 

categories: creating an inclusive 

yearbook, generating school en-

gagement, and successfully man-

aging the yearbook creation pro-

cess.   

     “Jostens is proud to recognize 

those individuals who have acted 

as wonderful stewards by creating 

an exceptional yearbook for their 

school and community,” said 

Chuck Mooty, Jostens president 

and CEO. “Yearbooks are a criti-

cal part of telling a school’s story, 

and Jostens is dedicated to sup-

porting yearbook staff members 

with state-of-the-art tools and re-

sources that help celebrate mo-

ments that matter.” 

     The Bells High school year-

book program will receive a gem-

studded recognition pin and a 

banner to display in school, so the 

entire school community will be 

aware of the outstanding achieve-

ment. 

     Founded in 1897, Jostens has 

produced school yearbooks for 

over 60 years. Schools rely on 

Jostens and their local Jostens 

representatives to provide a com-

bination of journalism education 

and technology tools to deliver 

a learning experience that helps 

students develop 21st century 

skills in journalism, photography, 

writing and design, leadership and 

business while creating the per-

manent record of 

the school 

year.  Jostens in-

vests in state of 

the art technolo-

gy, best in class 

service, educa-

tional curriculum 

and award win-

ning print manu-

facturing plat-

forms to plan, 

design, build and 

produce 

yearbooks.   

About Jostens 

Minneapolis-based Jostens pro-

vides products, programs and ser-

vices that help its customers cele-

brate moments that matter. The 

company's products include pub-

lications, jewelry and consumer 

goods that serve the K-12 educa-

tional, college and professional 

sports segments.  Jostens serves 

markets in North America, Eu-

rope and Asia.  Jostens is a sub-

sidiary of Newell Brands, an 

American worldwide marketer of 

consumer and commercial prod-

ucts. 

Members of the Staff 

Mackenzie Lewis - Editor 

Cheyanne Connor - Asst Editor 

Riley Krueger - Asst Editor 

Emma Bass 

Lara Potts 

Ashton Tocquigny 

 

Photographers:  

Makayla Capps 

Rhyan Kruger 

Madison Lewis  

Congratulations to the Bells High School Yearbook Staff 

August 21, 2017  
First Day of School  

for Students 
Have a great summer! 

 

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com/
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      On Monday, April, 3, BES students, faculty, staff, and families joined 

thousands of others across the state of Texas for the kickoff of  Texas 

Reads One! All who gathered 

watched a special video 

presentation of Jason Garrett, 

head coach of the Dallas Cow-

boys, read the first chapter of 

The Lemonade War. Later that 

day, every student at BES re-

ceived his/her own copy of the 

book . Students were given a 

reading schedule and encour-

aged to read the assigned pag-

es at home with their families 

each night. In class, the stu-

dents completed various pro-

jects and had discus-

sions associated with 

the reading and math curriculum until everyone completed the book.  
     Assistant Superintendent, Tricia Meek, learned of this program a couple of years 

ago and encouraged Mrs. Ivers to implement Texas Reads into the spring activities.  

With so many activities on our spring calendar and state assessments around the cor-

ner, it was not an easy task for administrators and teachers to pull off; however, the 

benefits far outweighed the hardships.  The purpose was to engage students in reading 

and thinking critically, as well as foster 

family reading time.   

     One great activity that occurred during 

this school-wide event was that the BES 

student council challenged all grade levels 

to a Food War.  As a community service 

project, students at BES brought canned 

foods, non-perishable food, and hygiene 

items to school as part of a war between 

the classes to gather food for the Commu-

nity Care Center at First United Methodist 

Church of Bells.  Mrs. Ivers challenged the 

student body to bring 3,000 items. After 

several weeks of a long, hard-fought bat-

tle, the 5th graders were champions of the food war and got to paint Mrs. 

Ivers yellow one afternoon in the parking lot.  Fifth graders brought 1,177 

items, second place went to third grade who brought 494 items, and third 

place in the food war went to second grade who brought 438 items. See pic-

tures on the next page of the many items the BES students collected during 

this special event.  The students had lots of fun, and the community of Bells 

benefited!   

Thanks to the Bells Elementary Lunch Bunch for providing free ice cream and a 

cookie to students to celebrate the launch and conclusion of this special event. 
 

BES Kicked of Texas Reads One Book on April 3rd! 

BES Students Have Food War and Bless the Community Care Center 
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BES Students Have Food War and Bless the Community Care Center 

Thank you 

BES families 

for participat-

ing in the 

reading of 

The Lemon-

ade War and 

donating 

items to the 

food war.  
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       On April 8th, members of the Sports 

Medicine Club attended the North Texas 

Athletic Trainers Society Annual Sports 

Injury Symposium at University of Texas

-Arlington. Daisy Robles competed in 

the ankle taping contest first thing in the 

morning. She didn't place but she did a 

great job. Laney Rice and Madison Lew-

is both entered into the poster contests. 

While Coach Card attended classes, the 

students were left in the hands of the 

UTA athletic training students along with 

many other schools from the metroplex. 

They attended classes learning about in-

juries to the hand, wrist, and elbow. Af-

ter lunch, 25 schools in attendance, in-

cluding Bells, participated in the Student 

Trainer "Olympic Relay". This consisted 

of applying an ankle brace, grabbing 5 

athletic training supplies from a given 

list, applying an air splint to the leg, and 

doing a cooler carry. Madison Lewis ap-

plied the ankle brace to Maci Keener, 

then Summer Lane and Brittany Doring 

did the supply grab station, Laney Rice 

applied the splint to Daisy's leg, and 

Candice Coufal and Lara Potts concluded 

the relay with the cooler carry. Bells fin-

ished 2nd in their heat and got a compli-

ment and high five from one of the judg-

es. He was very impressed that a 2A 

school attended this symposium and did 

so well - most of the schools in attend-

ance were 5A and 6A schools. The stu-

dent trainers had a blast and are very ex-

cited to attend next year. The have 

pledged to get first in their Olympic Re-

lay heat so that they can continue to the 

finals and Daisy wants to do better in the 

taping contest so that she can move on as 

well. Coach Card is very proud of her 

students and impressed that they did so 

well considering the large school com-

petitors. We can't wait to attend next 

year! 

 

Sports Medicine Clinic  in Early April 

Top Row: Summer Lane, Daisy Robles, Melaney Card (athletic trainer), 

Lara Potts, Maci Keener, Maddy Lewis. Bottom Row: Laney Rice, Britta-

ny Doring, Candice Coufal. 

Maddy Lewis and Laney Rice with their 

poster entries. 

Daisy Robles taping Brittany Doring 

during the ankle taping contest. 

Bells High School 

—Learn Every Day, Work Every Day, Serve Others and Respect Everyone— 
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Ninth Grade Pre-AP Classes Study Shakespeare 

Daisy Robles taping Brittany Doring 

during the ankle taping contest. 

      Students in Mr. Jason Fox’s Pre-AP English 

classes recently completed a unit of study on 

William Shakespeare.  The projects are a culmi-

nation of learning after studying the life and 

writings of William Shakespeare and the study 

of Romeo and Juliet.  Students were put into 

groups of three.  They were required to research 

William Shakespeare and his life and find pic-

tures, plans, and any other information that 

would help them build their project (either the 

Globe Theater or Shakespeare's House in Strat-

ford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire, Eng-

land).  Students had to complete this project 

outside of class.  Most of them gathered at one student's 

house and they spent several weeks getting together in 

the afternoons or weekends to complete these pro-

jects.  On presentation day, students had to include an 

information card that includeed historical information 

about the building.  Mr. Fox reported that students really 

enjoyed this unit of study. 
 

Congratulations and Best Wishes to 

Lucas Adams      
 

     Bells High School Class of 2011 graduate,  Lucas Ad-

ams, took to the red carpet recently as part of the 44th 

Annual Daytime Emmy Awards.  Lucas joined the cast 

of Days of our Lives back in March playing the role of 

Tripp.  His most notable roles before joining daytime tel-

evision have been the character of Josh Wilcox on Dis-

ney’s Live and Maddie and his role as a human vigilante 

in True Blood.  Lucas is the son of Brent and Shari Ad-

ams.  Mr. Adams is a member of the BISD Board of 

Trustees and Mrs. Adams is a retired teacher who taught 

at Bells Elementary for many years.  



 

   www.bellsisd.net 

Page 16 

Our youngest Panthers have their own play area to 

enjoy as they learn and explore outdoors. Not only is 

it a save place for play with age appropriate play-

ground equipment and a fence, the entire area is 

covered in rubberized mulch. This spring, the mulch 

was getting far too thin. In fact, the area had many 

places where it had worn down to bare dirt.  
The Bells PTO purchased 10 bags mulch for us and 

the Lowe’s Home Improvement in Sherman donated 

an additional 10 bags! Thanks to their generosity the 

play area looks great and is very safe. 

But, we all know mulch doesn’t jump out of the 

bags and spread on its own. Two of our amazing 

PJH students volunteered their time and to empty 

the bags and spread the mulch around the area. BES 

offers special thanks to Jadan and Landon gracious-

ly gave of their time in order to complete this pro-

ject. And, It looks great! 

Pre-K Playground 

     BES 3rd grader Dyllan Washburn got to be principal for the day on Monday, 

May 22nd, as part of her reward for being one of the top three money raisers in 

the recent Jog-a-Thon.  Mrs. Washburn recorded her activities during her time 

as principal. 
     Today I helped with our end of the year Jump for George event. Mrs. Flyger 

assisted me. Students jumped as far as they could along a line of dollar bills 

taped together. They were allowed to keep the number of dollar bills that they 

“jumped”. When our dollar bills were mostly taken, I taped more together. I 

also helped distribute Istation awards. Mrs. Ivers and I went to Olive Garden 

for lunch. We discussed things to make BES better next year.  
     I started the day by making announcements. I drew red tickets for free ice 

cream, announced birthdays and gave away birthday pencils. 
Soon we are headed to the fifth grade dodgeball game. Then I will help students 

board the bus for home. 

    So that’s how my day went! 
                                                                       Dyllan Washburn  

BES 3rd Grader, Dylan Washburn—Principal for the Day 
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     For the third year, BES students participated in the Quad City Spelling Bee. This competition is between Bells 

Elementary School, Howe Elementary School, Tom Bean Elementary School, and Whitewright Elementary 

School. A spelling bee took place in each and every classroom. The top 12 spellers from each grade level compet-

ed in a school-wide grade level bee to narrow it down to two competitors per grade level who would represent their 

school at the Quad City Spelling Bee.  
Our BES grade level competitors were: K-Elynn Stinson and Ava Contreras, 1st- Reagan Taraba and Paisley 

Fuller, 2nd -Jesse Neal and Addy-

son Kimberling, 3rd – Mia 

Sizemore and Raelynn Hensley, 

4th- Laura Simmons and Emery 

Howard, 5th Kaiden Mullinex and 

Faith Pinnick. 

On the night of the big event, all 

of our grade level champions rep-

resented us well! Second grade 

was the hardest fought bee of the 

evening; they went for 15 com-

plete rounds before anyone 

missed a word! (After five 

rounds, the judges and caller ad-

vanced to more difficult words!). 

BES earned one first place trophy

- Ava Conteras one of our kinder-

garten students is the kindergar-

ten Quad City Champ! 

Third Annual Quad City Spelling Bee 

     Ava and Elynn Stinson Emery Howard and 
Laura Simmons 
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        Superintendent’s Honor Roll 
 

3rd Grade 
Easton Branam, Emma Brinlee, Amelia 

Carter, Easton Hartline, Anna Kinkade, 

Abbigail Little, Luke McGehee, Reese 

Middleton, Addyson Oliver, Ty Stern, 

Avery Taraba, Rhett Traweek, Landon 

Wilson  

 

4th Grade 

Colt Crane, Bailey Floyd, Suzanne Flyger, 

Anthony Leonard, Ethan Lewis, Laykin 

Little, Abigail Marsh, Madison Melton, RJ 

Montgomery, Gracie Moore, Elly May 

Priest, Brian Usrey, Peyton Washburn, Mi-

randa Whiting 

 

5th Grade 

Jacie Kyle, Anzley Poe, Titan Tillman, 

Holden Trainor, Kinley Weger 

 

6th Grade 
Brock Baker, Kylee Beach, Ansley Cam-

pell, Preston Carter, Jonathan cox, Ashlyn 

Fox, Teryn Halliburton, Autumn Lane, 

Bridgett Saxon, Cooper Smith, Colt Stone 

and Grady Waldrip.  

 

7th Grade 
Bo Baker, Hannah Bonderenko, Grace 

Marsh, Jaden Nelson, Blake Rolen, Gracie 

Simpson and Brenna Williams.  

 

8th Grade 
Kayton Arnold, Alexandra Foy, Carson 

Gafford, Chezie Hale, Megan Hewitt, 

Landri Hicks, Carson Howard, Hunter 

Howard, Johan Medina, Mia Moore, Lan-

dan Nelson, Gabbi Smith and Ben Ste-

phens.  
 

Class of 2020 
Benham Branam, Courtney Davidson, 

Cheyenne Floyd, Summer Lane, Madison 

Lewis, Mackenzie Robinson, Isabella 

Smith, Zoe Sprayberry, Matthew Wilson 

 

Class of 2019 
Krisilan Brown, Jillian Defries, Kennedy 

Derzapf, Garrett Faison, Avery Layton, Eli 

Norris, Kerynn Sizemore, Haley Snavely 

 

Class of 2018 
Jorge Arevalo, Savannah Brown, Nathan 

Clark, Jason Dowlen, Larissa Flores, Mea-

gan Hardin, Jayla Melvin, Amanda Soza, 

Samantha Stanley 

 

Class of 2017 
Keisha Arellano, Zoe Bankston, Kaitlyn 

Branam, Cheyanne Connor, Jacob Cun-

liffe, Kinley Ives, Heather Jones, Macken-

zie Lewis, Cord Matchett 

All Year Honor Rolls for 2016-2017              

Class of 2017  
Graduation Ceremony 

 

May 27th 

10:00 a.m.  

 

Bells High School Gymnasium 
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Principal’s Honor Roll 
 

3rd Grade 

Bailey Brown, Rylin Brown, Rendon Campbell, 

Chad Derrick, Jessalyn Edwards, Adalynn Elk, 

Braylee Gallier, Deven Giles, Kenadi Hitsman, 

Raelynn Hensley, Dash Hewitt, Marcus Holcomb, 

Alison Lamb, Kalob Loftice, Tyler Mendez, 

Laney Moore, Ridge Owens, Alissa Rose, Archer 

Simons, Mia Sizemore, Anna Tillman, Cayden 

Usrey, Dyllan Washburn, Isabella Williams, 

Rylan Wilson 

 

4th Grade 
Nicolette Benyounes, Ava Brown, Brandon Brew-

ster, Jackson Brokaw, Bradic Carter, Hannah 

Cooper, Marjayce Cooper, Tucker Crites, Austin 

Draper, Brady Flores, Ethan Floyd, Allie Hale, 

Macyn Hicks, Emery Howard, Tyler Kitchens, 

Mackenzie Melton, Cera Sanchez, Mackenzie 

Severson, Laura Simmons, Tyson Stanglin, Zayne 

Tardif, Hayden Taylor, JW Tindall, Ava Vaughan 

 

5th Grade 

Kaison Branham, Shelton Burden, Hayden 

Corbin, Kendal Clark, Gavin Elton, Colton Fuller, 

Tristan Gardner, Lucas Hamner, Alyssa Hensley, 

Gavin Kyle, Wiley Lastor, Austin Mayhew, Mal-

loree Meek, Rachel Metcalf, Kaiden Mullinix, 

Jaiden Orr, Faith Pinnick, Cole Richardson, Nata-

lia Robles, Otto Vandiver, Kate Waldrip 

 

6th Grade 
Carlie Baker, Sara Cooper, Brooklyn Blodgett, 

Makena Hartline, Dawson Hensley, Spencer 

Hinds, Lane Kendrick, Jenri Lopez, Aiden Neal, 

Brayden Taylor, Alexa Wallace and Emily Wil-

son.  

 

7th Grade 

Eli Taylor, Sophia Allen, James Anthony, Lillie 

Baxter, Hali Blodgett, Quinton Douglas, Walker 

Durham, Luke Garner, Shelby Harwell, Mandi 

Kyle,  Landon Morse, Emily Sanders, Lisa Suther-

land and Kerigan Wegley. 

 

8th Grade  

Armando Carrillo, Aaron Morris, Chisum Priest, 

Jaiden Tocquigny, Carl Besario, Aiden Brown, 

Eduardo Carrillo, Tanner Carter, Austin Conner, 

Ethan Cooper, Callie Lamb, Sasha Lewis, Trystan 

Mallory, Cole Moore, Kyla Mosley, Zayden Ow-

ens, McKenzie Poe, Zane Russom, Laine Snavely, 

Wyatt Stephens, Hayden Trainor and Thomas 

Weaver. 

Class of 2020 

Victoria Azevedo, Robert Berghian, Mackenzie 

Blodgett, Kaitlyn Burgess, Cade Doggett, Vanessa 

Flores, Bradon Garcia, Dylan Gard, Ariana Gonzales, 

Josselyn Grove, Elsie Hooten, Stevie James, Rhyan 

Krueger, Garrett Kyle, Hayden Lerond, Jaycee Little, 

Blake Peters, Austin Pierce, Wrangler Priest, Drake 

Spears, Jillian Square 

Class of 2019 

Chesney Blount, Carson Branham, Jayci Burns, Mor-

gan Callan, Emma Cobb, Matthew Conner, Candice 

Coufal, Steven Crawford, Brittany Doring, Brandon 

Garcia, Alexis Grove, Dustin Hardin, Jalen Hart-

line, Macauley Lamb, Sebastian Lopez, Destiny 

McKinney, Cassandra Mulkey, Lauren Nichols, Bry-

an Ponder, Lara Potts, Daisy Robles, Christian Smith, 

Charli Waggoner, Alexyss Williams  

Class of 2018 

Emma Bass, Nicholas Baxley, Jake Bulanek, Mikaela 

Doggett, Kinley Gafford, Dylan Hall, Rylee Hicks, 

Blake Lerond, Baileigh Massey, Samuel McCreary, 

Colby Meek, Chance Morse, Piper Simons, Sarah 

Smart, Zachary Sprayberry, Andrew Taylor, Ash-

ton Tocquigny, Tyler Van Duser  

Class of 2017 

Kaitlyn Brown, Kamdyn Clark, Courtney Crane, Jo-

lieAnn Crisp, Montana Faulkner, Leeanna Glatt, Riley 

Krueger, Hannah Ponder, Alexis Powell, Maverick 

Priest, Brooklyn Ragan, Cassidy Scott, Sidney Ste-

phens, Kylie Stubbs, Richard Weaver, Trevor 

Whitmire 
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