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and countless hours of hard 

work by our teachers, princi-

pals and all staff, our stu-

d e n t s  a r e  c u r r e n t -

ly experiencing a great deal of 

success!   It is a fun time to be 

a part of BISD and as our year 

theme suggest, we truly are at 

the RIGHT PLACE at the 

RIGHT TIME!  Come be a 

part of the success of our stu-

dents in 2014-2015!  

Want to have an evening of 

excitement?  Join the Maroon 

Platoon  at Panther Stadium 

or Panther Gymnasium to 

cheer the Panther and Lady 

Panther athletic teams to VIC-

TORY.  The Maroon Platoon 

is the committed group of 

student fans who follow and 

cheer for our athletes and 

consistently promote Panther 

Pride and our journey toward 

greatness. 

On behalf of the Board of 

Trustees and the administra-

tive team of BISD, WEL-

COME to the 2014-2015 

school year; you are at the 

RIGHT PLACE at the RIGHT 

TIME!   

 

It is a great time to be a Pan-

ther....activities are off to an 

incredible start this school 

year!  Expectations are very 

high for student successes in 

all areas of our school.  We 

began the year on the heels 

of confirmation that BISD 

students' State Assessment 

scores for last year were as 

high as any school in our 

area.   This is a great indica-

tor of academic success, 

though it is by far not the 

lone indicator; we feel 

strongly we exemplify a 

model school not only with 

strong performance on 

State assessments but also by 

preparing our students 

for post secondary challenges, 

the workforce, and the tech-

nology driven world awaiting 

our graduates.  BISD offers 

programs, class choices and a 

challenging curriculum that 

prepares our students for 

desired future endeavors.  In 

addition, our students, par-

ents, and community are en-

joying a great deal of success 

in our extracurricular activi-

ties, with our girls cross 

country team and our volley-

ball teams already wrapping 

up DISTRICT CHAMPION-

SHIPS this fall and the Pan-

ther football team currently 

leading in the District 5 AA 

standings.  Times are exciting 

in BISD!   

 

I encourage all citizens to get 

involved with the activities of 

your school; due to an in-

credible amount of dedication 

Superintendent’s Note      

School Spirit is SOARING! 

     Bells ISD administrators, 

teachers, and students have 

begun the 2014-2015 school 

year with a specific goal in 

mind…...claiming the Lone 

Star Cup in the State 2A 

classification.  Like every 

year,  the discussion of stu-

dent success permeates staff 

meetings, professional learn-

ing time, and classroom envi-

ronments, but this school 

year, Superintendent Moore 

challenged the BISD faculty 

to aim to the highest level of 

achievement a district can 

earn.  The Lone Star Cup 

encompasses student success 

in other areas besides test 

scores.  Much of what moti-

vates students at secondary 

campuses rests in UIL 

events, and the Cup award is 

based on those activities, 

which are integral in creat-

ing an attitude of high ex-

pectations and achievement.  

Awarded annually to six high 

schools in the state, the Lone 

Star Cup is based on the 

school’s team performance in 

district and state champion-

ships.  The winning schools 

receive a UIL Lone Star Cup 

trophy and a $1,000 scholar-

ship.  This award honors the 

best overall athletic and aca-

demic programs in the State. 
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Celebrating Student 

Success. . . . . .  

 All BISD campuses received at 

least one Distinction Award 

for 2014 State Accountability. 

 The Bells Panthers are    4-0 

in district football action. 

 The Lady Panther volleyball 

team clinches a District 

Championship.  

 The BHS Girls Cross Country 

team wins District. 

 The Bells Panther Band 

earned a Division II rating at 

U.I.L. Marching Contest. 

 The 8th Grade Lady Panther 

volleyball team closed out the 

season with a 6-0 district 

record. 

 BES students and families 

raised $6,426.59 for Camp 

Jolt at October’s Jog-a-Thon! 

 BES met the campus goal of 

98% daily attendance rate for 

the 1st Six Weeks. 

Going for the Gold at BISD 

Panther Tracks 

Students cheer the Lady     

Panthers VB team to victory 
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     Both JV and Varsity girls 

achieved District Champion 

status in Trenton, on October 

20th.  These ladies have trained 

in the early mornings since 

August and run in several prac-

tice meets in September and 

October.  Their hard work 

definitely paid off at the District 

Meet.  The following young 

ladies placed at district:: 

JV Girls-13AA 

Danielle Doggett—1st 

Katie Branam—3rd  

Hannah Ponder—4th  

Kylie Stubbs—6th 

Samantha Stanley—8th 

Varsity Girls-13AA 

Larissa Flores—6th 

Dezeray Poe—7th 

Casey Gill—8th 

Kinley Ives—9th 

Bailey Wornhor—14th 

Caylee Duvall—18th 

Maddie Johnston—20th 

Congratulations Ladies!!! 

On Saturday, October 4th, the Panther 

Marching Band traveled to Tishomingo, 
Oklahoma, to compete in the annual 

Tishomingo Band Festival.  The Band 
placed 2nd in their category, which was a 

great start to the marching competition 
season.  The Band then traveled to Re-

gion 25 UIL Marching Contest in Prince-
ton on October 15th, where they earned 
an overall Division II rating.  Two judges 

awarded the Panther Band “Excellent” 
ratings, while one judge awarded the 

highest distinction of 

“Superior.” 

BHS Girls Cross Country TeamWins District 

 

 

 

Page 2 Bells ISD  

 

                            The band is under the direction of Jeese Spear and Jennifer Sewell. 

Panther Football 

 
The Bells Panthers continue to domi-

nate in District play.    The team has 

earned a trip to the play offs for this 

2014 season. And they hope to secure 

the District Championship title on Fri-

day, November 7th, against Alvord.  

This will be a home game, so come out 

to Panther stadium to support these 

tremendous efforts by the Panthers. 
Congratulations Lady Panthers 

DISTRICT CHAMPS 

 

            PANTHER BAND NEWS                         

SUCCESS 
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every student needs to learn.   

Computer coding develops  

Children’s computational and 

critical thinking skills and shows 

them how to create, not just use, 

new technologies. Students are 

learning the basics of computer 

coding using Tynker online. Tyn-

ker allows students to learn to 

code easily, in a fun, visual way.  

The class culminates in each stu-

dent having the ability to design, 

create, and share their own ani-

mated games or stories.  The 

learning also continues after the 

rotation, as students can access 

Tynker at home by logging into 

their student account 

at www.tynker.com to continue 

designing and creating with 

code.    

With such a variety of interesting 

topics to study, it is easy to see 

why “Exploration” time is one of 

the students’ favorite times of the 

week.  They enjoy it almost as 

much as recess! 

     BES “Exploration” Program 
BES students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 

grades are participating in a 45 

minute “Exploration” program 

one day a week.  The purpose 

of the program is to offer stu-

dents an opportunity to explore 

areas above and beyond the 

core curriculum in a small 

group setting.  BES offers six 

areas of “Exploration” this year.  

The children spend five weeks 

in each class before rotating to 

the next class. 

 
1. Music Exploration is taught 

by Mr. Novak, music/

technology teacher.  This class 

explores rhythm, which under-

lies all music. Using the group 

STOMP as the inspiration, the 

students are learning to play 

and create rhythmic patterns 

with their bodies and various 

instruments. By utilizing cur-

rent songs suggested by the 

students, the children are begin-

ning to see ways to apply their 

knowledge and skills beyond 

the classroom walls. 

 
2.  Art Exploration is taught by 

Mrs. Novak, art/gifted and tal-

ented teacher. Her students are 

exploring art by applying the 

elements and principles of de-

sign to create works of art.  

Grade 3 is exploring rhythm 

and form by designing a paper 

sculpture that shows rhythm 

and movement.  Grade 4 is 

exploring patterns and colors by 

designing a string art composi-

tion that shows repetition and 

patterns.  Grade 5 is exploring 

geometric and free-form shapes 

by creating a glass window 

design using abstract concepts 

with shapes. 

 

3.  Principal’s Club is taught by 

Mrs. Flyger, Asst Principal.  

The Principal’s Club does a 

variety of jobs.  They change 

the school marquis and cele-

brate younger grade level 

achievements.  They create 

school-wide graphs for im-

portant topics such as attend-

ance.  They help clean the water 

garden and recycle.  They talk 

about various topical school 

issues and how to solve them.  

They are a go-getter team! 

 
4. Community and Career Ex-

ploration is taught by Mrs. Nor-

ris, Counselor.  In Community 

and Career exploration group, 

students learn about and ex-

plore different careers. They 

talk about their interests and 

hobbies and how that could lead 

to a career. They also learn 

about the skills or education 

needed to succeed in the career 

of their choice. In addition, 

students spend time working on 

a school or community service 

project.   So far this year, 

groups have cleaned up the 

playground and worked in the 

water garden pulling weeds to 

help beautify our school. 

 
5.  Readers Theater Exploration 

is taught by Mrs. Pettit, librari-

an assistant.  Readers Theater is 

a dramatic presentation of a 

written work in a script form.  

Readers read from a script 

where reading parts are divided 

among all the students in the 

group.  Scripts are held by the 

readers so lines are not memo-

rized. The focus is on reading 

the text with fluency, expres-

sion, and gestures.  This makes 

practicing important reading 

skills fun for the students. The 

students make costumes to go 

with their scripts and perform 

their Readers Theater for stu-

dents in the younger grades. 

 

6. Computer Coding Explora-

tion is taught by Mrs. Melvin, 

instructional assistant.  Learn-

ing to code is an important 

computer science skill that      

        

 

 

Students Excel in Bells Elementary Exploration Station 
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Fifth graders participate in Reader’s Thea-

ter, performing “The Cheetah and the 

Sloth.”    

http://www.tynker.com/
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Patrick Crites and Victor 

Azevedo recently visited 

BES Kindergarten classes 

and talked about fire safe-

ty. They talked to stu-

dents about numerous fire 

safety topics including 

stop, cover your face, 

drop and roll, staying low 

to the ground in smoke 

and most importantly stu-

dents learned  not to be 

afraid  of firemen       

in a fire. 

"tickets" to give students 

when they use the words in 

conversation.  Tickets will 

be drawn from those turned 

in on Fridays for varying 

prizes. 

Dominate the Dictionary is 

new at BHS this year. The 

entire campus is focusing on 

two SAT words per week. 

Teachers are asked to write 

the words on the board to 

make them very visible for 

students.  In addition, the 

words are announced on 

Monday and displayed in the 

commons. Teachers have 

Fire Prevention Week in Kindergarten 

Dominate the Dictionary at BHS 

Robotics Programming and Design Class Trip 

cluding a dedicated assistive 

robotics laboratory), and two 

biomedical laboratories. 

They also visited two Micro-

Electro- Mechanical Sys-

tems (MEMS) cleanrooms, 

controls labs, and separate 

labs for advanced controls, 

advanced packaging, medi-

cal microdevices, piezoelec-

trics, and more. 

     The Bells students dis-

covered a vast array of new 

technology at UTARI. 

Hannah Ponder (10th) said 

she was impressed with the 

number of fields involving 

robots. Casey Gill & Shan-

non Atchley (11th) enjoyed 

Baxter, the robot that pouted 

when he lost at Connect 4. 

Mason Hall and Logan 

Montgomery (11th) learned 

that UTARI is trying to take 

robots that are extremely 

expensive and creating a 

more cost friendly version. 

Collin Owens (10th) liked 

that they were creating ro-

bots to help our wounded 

veterans. 

     The first year robotics 

students at BISD  

     Students in Mrs. Monica 

Faber’s Robotic Program-

ming & Design along with 

Game Programming and 

Design  recently visited Uni-

versity of Texas at Arling-

ton’s Research Institute 

(UTARI). The UTARI in-

vites schools from North 

Texas to observe their pro-

grams at no cost.  

     Students were able to 

view UTARI’s research area 

featuring three product engi-

neering laboratories, one 

prototyping laboratory, two 

robotics laboratories (in-
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have been working on pro-

jects using a robotics con-

struction kit developed by 

Lego.  The next level of 

robotics would be competi-

tions like BEST or TCEA 

(Texas Computer Educa-

tion Association) which the 

Bells students of this class 

could easily be prepared to 

compete next year.  This is 

Mrs Faber’s goal, to devel-

op  teams to build robots to 

compete at area competi-

tions. 

Robotics students at UTARI 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place 

an interesting sentence or quote from 

the story here.” 

please do not hesitate to 
contact one of the school 
counselors or principals. 
You may also report bully-
ing incidents online from 
the Bells ISD website.  

Aggressive bullying be-
havior has reached epi-
demic proportions in 
schools worldwide. As 
educators and parents we 
understand that bullying is 
detrimental to both the 
victim and the bully. It is 
often found that both the 
bully and the victim are at 
high risk for emotional, 
behavioral, and academic 
problems. Many states 
recognize that bullying is 
a problem, and Texas is 
one state that requires 
schools to address the 
issue of bullying through 
school programs. Texas 
law defines bullying as 
“unwanted, aggressive 
behavior among school 

age children that involves 
a real or perceived power 
imbalance. The behavior 
is repeated or has the 
potential to be repeated 
over time. Bullying in-
cludes actions such as 
threats, spreading ru-
mors, attacking someone 
physically or verbally, and 
excluding someone from 
a group on purpose”.  All 
BISD campuses are com-
mitted to providing all stu-
dents with a safe and se-
cure environment that 
encourages positive peer 
relationships. This month 
BES implemented  Bully 
Prevention In Positive 
Behavior Support System. 

This is a school wide, 
three step program that 
empowers students to 
stand up to bullying. Stu-
dents are taught to stop, 
talk and walk. They tell 
the bully to stop. If need-
ed, they walk away. Final-
ly, they talk to an adult 
about the issue. Students 
are also taught to move 
from bystander to 
“upstander”. Studies have 
shown that if bystanders 
intervene, bullying behav-
ior can often be stopped 
or minimize 

in under 30 seconds. If 
you are concerned about 
a Bullying situation, 

 

Bully Prevention and Positive Behavior Supports at BES 

Business Field Trip 
     Juniors and Seniors in Mrs. 

Melanie Fuller’s BIM and Account-

ing classes attended a Marketing, 

Finance, and Business Manage-

ment & Administration field trip held 

at  AT&T Stadium on October 30th.  

The trip was an informative event 

for students interested in these 

fields of study.  The Dallas Cowboys 

hosted the event and provided tours 

and field access in between guest 

speakers.  BHS students  enjoyed 

the day and learned valuable skills 

necessary for business and market-

ing.  The following students attend-

ed: Dayton Daniel, Sommerlan 

Todd, Maddie Johnston, Jarred 

Marquez, Jaycie Knox, Matt Baer, 

Jace Lester, Tristan Coglon, Sierra 

Steele, Morgan Cooper, Ashley 

Goggans, Shannon Atchley, Doniel-

le Neal, Desiree Davidson, and Kim-

berly Jones. 

“Knowing 

what’s right 

doesn’t mean 

much unless 

you do what’s 

right.” 

—Theodore 

Roosevelt  
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     BES students and parents raised $6,700.00 for 

Camp Jolt at their recent jog-a-thon. The students who 

raised the most money at each grade level got to 

choose between three awards:  teacher for the day, 

coach for the day, or principal for the day. 

. 

BES Jog-a-Thon:  Huge Success  
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Left:  Kindergartner, Logan Little,  teaches Mrs. Azevedo’s class 

for the day.   

 

Above:  First grader, Rhett Traweek teaches for Mrs. Stevens. 

 

PJH Cheerleaders Perform at Pep Rally 
 

The 2014-2015 Pritchard Junior Cheerleaders are  

 
8th graders: Krisalan Brown, Jayci Burns, Emma Cobb, 

Candice Coufal, Shyeene Daniel, Kennedy Derzapf,        

Macauley Lamb, Taylor O’Bier, Lara Potts, Laney Rice,  
                                                Alexi Smith, Haley Snavely, 

‘                                              and Alexyss Williams.    

 

                                               7th Graders:  Elizabeth      
                                               Askew, Honesty Garnsey,  

                                               Hanna Hawk, Elsie Hooten,  

                                               Steveie James, Racheal Jones, 

                                               Erin Salters, Zoe Sprayberry,  

                                               and Jillian Square.   

 

                                               Pouncers are Alyssa Garner    
                                               and Jillian Defries. 

 

                                                Mrs. Deb Beaver coaches the 

                                                 junior high squad.  
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     September 26, 2014 will 

long be a night remembered 

in Bells, TX.  The Bells Pan-

thers beat the Wolf City 

Wolves in a 52-48 win with 

just seconds left on the clock 

in an exciting game under 

the Friday night lights.  

Many BHS alumni and  men 

who at one time wore a Pan-

ther uniform  cheered for the 

Panthers and savored the 

sweet taste of VICTORY. 

     The Homecoming festivi-

ties included the crowning 

of  the Homecoming King 

and Queen .   Anthony 

Chartier and Chloe Keating 

were crowned the 2014 King 

and Queen.  Other members 

of the Homecoming Court 

were King nominees: Jona-

than Ciaccio, Kolt Matchett, 

Trevor Coglan, Tyler Vance 

and Queen nominees: Haley 

Cathcart, Carlee Shelby, 

Kaitlin Moore, and Macy 

Sanders. 

 

 

 

 

any potential health situa-

tion, our BISD school 

nurse is aware of the symp-

toms and protocols related to 

the Ebola virus and accepts 

the responsibility of com-

municating with the neces-

sary agencies to stay abreast 

of this scare that has gripped 

the nation.  

Bells ISD administrators 

have been in conversations 

with the Grayson County 

Health officials and all can 

be assured there is no danger 

from the Ebola virus in Bells 

at this time.  Our BISD 

nurse and custodians always 

take a proactive approach 

because the health and safe-

ty of our students and staff is 

our first priority.  As with 

                  Homecoming 2014 

Health Update 

 

Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 1 



 

   www.bellsisd.net 

What’s Coming Up? 

DISTRICT-WIDE 

Early Release—November 21st—12:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Holiday Break—November 24-28, 2014—NO SCHOOL 

BES 

Veteran’s Day Program 9:00 a.m.—November 11      

PTO Christmas Store—December 1—5   

4th Grade Field Trip to Dallas Children’s Theater—December 3rd    

PTO Meeting—December 9th       

PJH and BHS 

Veteran’s Day Program—November 11 

Career Fair—November 19      

RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME 

We’re on the web! 

bellsisd.net 

Bells ISD 
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1550 Ole Ambrose Rd. 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.7721 

 

Superintendent 

     Joe Moore 

Administrative Assistant 

     Heather Waldrip 

Assistant Superintendent 

     Tricia Meek 

Business Manager 

     Marilyn Steger 

Business Assistant 

     Louise Sanford 

 

Bells Elementary 

110 Scott Rd. 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.7725 

 

Principal 

     DeAn Jeffrey 

Assistant Principal 

     Melissa Flyger 

Student Advisor 

     Carla Norris 

Campus Secretary 

     JoAnn Edwards 

 

Pritchard Junior High 

1510 Ole Ambrose Rd 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.4835 

 

Principal 

     Will Steger 

Counselor 

     Kristi Stubbs 

Campus Secretary 

     Cindy Moore 

 

Bells High School 

1500 Ole Ambrose Rd 

Bells, TX 75414 

903.965.7315 

 

Principal 

     Josh Weger 

Assistant Principal/Counselor 

     Yalonda Ivers 

Campus Secretary 

     Lori Flores 

2014-2015 Pantherette Steppers 

 
7th Grade:  Victoria Azevedo, Maria Billy, Marlee Martin, Jaycee Little, Courtney Davidson, 

Vanessa Flores, Rhyan Krueger, Hattie Powell, Isabella Smith, and Ella West. 

 

8th Grade:  Destiny McKinney and Brooklynn Ward 

 

The Stepper Coach is Mrs. Debbie Westbrook. 


