
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  

Mrs. Classen’s Class Back-to-School Newsletter 

I would like to take this time to 
welcome you and your child to my class.  
I am excited about this year.  I want my 
classroom to be a place where your 
child can learn and achieve to his/her 
greatest potential. 

This is my twenty-fifth year of teaching.  
I have taught first, second, and third 
grades.  I am looking forward to working 
with you as a partner in your child’s 
education. 

Dear Parents 

Student Expectations 
• Come to school and be on time. 

• Complete class work on time.  

• Do all your homework and bring 
it back to school. 

• Be an active learner--
participate! 

• Respect others 

 

Fluid Behavior Chart 
• Purple — Excellent 

• Pink — Good Choices 

• Green — Ready to Learn 

• Yellow — Think About It – Walk 

a couple minutes to think about 
what you can change. 

• Blue — Consequences – See 

below. 

• Red – Parent Contact 
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Consequences 
Consequences vary according to 
the reason.  They could include: 

 Walk to think about better 
choices. 

 Replace stolen/broken 
item. 

 Office referral for more 
severe inappropriate 
behavior. 

 Etc. 

Parents and Teachers 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 

And watched two sculptore there, 

The clay they used was a young child’s mind 

And they fashioned it with care. 

One was a teacher, the tools she used 

Were books and music and art 

One was a parent with a guiding hand 

And a gentle, loving heart. 

And when at last their work was done 

They were proud of what they had wrought 

For the things they had worked into the child 

Could never be sold or bought. 

And each agreed she would have failed 

If she had worked alone 

For behind the parents stood the school 

And behind the teacher stood the home. 

Life Skills 

• Listen when others are talking. 

• Follow directions. 

• Keep hands, feet, and objects 
to yourself. 

• Work quietly and do not disturb 
others. 

• Show respect for school and 
personal property. 

• Work and play in a safe manner. 

 

Rewards 

The class can earn letters that spell a 
reward (by walking quietly in the hall, 
working extra hard during a lesson or 
activity, good group cooperation, etc.) 

Rewards include: extra recess, video, 
lunch in the classroom, etc. 

 



 

  

We will be using the Saxon Phonics 
program to learn the rules of phonics, 
how to code and decode words, and 
suffixes and prefixes. 
 
I will be working with individuals and 
groups using The Café Menu system. We 
will focus on vocabulary, comprehension 
skills, fluency, and accuracy. 

While I am working with individuals or 
groups, the rest of the students will be 
using the Daily 4 choices. 

– Read to Self 

– Read to Someone 

– Listen to Good Reading 

– Work with Words 

 

See Appendix A for a list of kid-friendly 
Common Core Reading Standards. 

Reading 

Writing 
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By the end of second grade a student 
should be reading 90 words per minute. 
 
Have your child read aloud as often as 
possible to enhance speed and 
accuracy. 
 
Fluency Homework will be given weekly.  
Student is to read the passage and 
parent will mark off the one minute 
mark each day.  The goal is to get past 
that mark each day. 

 

Mrs. Classen’s Class Back-to-School Newsletter 
 

We will be using the 6+1 Trait Writing 
model.  In this model we will work on 
Ideas/Content, organization, voice, 
word choice, sentence fluency, 
conventions, and presentation. 

We will also follow the Writing process.  
This process consists of prewriting, 
drafting, revising, editing, and 
publishing.  

We will be incorporating writing into 
every subject.  Students will be 
expected to write thoughtful, complete 
responses. 

See Appendix B1a and B1b for a list of 
kid-friendly Common Core Writing 
Standards. Appendix B2 is Speaking and 
Listening Standards. 

 In Life science we will be learning about 
plants and animals. 
 
In Earth and Space science we will cover 
Earth, space, weather and resources. 
 
In Physical science we will learn about 

matter, force, and energy. 

 

Math 
Problem solving skills and strategies will 
be a large part of our math.  

We will be covering the following: 

• Operations/Algebraic thinking 
(computation) 

• Numbers/Operations (PV, order, 
compare, skip count, etc.) 

• Measurement/Data 

• Geometry 

 

See Appendix C for a list of kid-friendly 
Common Core Math Standards. 

 
Science 

 

Social Studies 

History 

Symbols, transportation, 
communication, inventions, 
immigration, etc. 

Civics/Government 

Rules, responsibilities, 
privilege, honesty, courage, 
patriotism, tolerance, 
respect, integrity, etc. 

Geography 

Concept of mapping, human 
geography, physical 
geography, cardinal 
directions, etc. 

Economics 

goods/services, 
wants/needs, saving, 
spending, earning, 
income, trade/barter, 
money, etc. 
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Contact 
Information 

 
Burlington Elementary 

School 
706 Niagara 

Burlington, KS 66839 
 

Phone: 
(620) 364-8882 

EXT 1230 
 

E-mail: 
sclassen@usd244ks.org 
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The purpose of homework is to reinforce 
skills and concepts, extend learning 
opportunities beyond the walls of the 
classroom, and develop independent 
learning and study habits. 

Homework will include: 

 

• Reading/Fluency 

– Reading fluency 
practice sheet (1-5 
minutes/night) 

• Spelling Handwriting 

– Practice (5-10 minutes) 

• Math 

– Skill review as needed 
(5 minutes) 

 

Suggestions: 

Designated Time – With your child, 
decide on a specific time for homework 
to be completed every day. 

Designated Space – With your child, 
decide on a quiet, comfortable spot for 
homework to be completed every day. 

 

Please initial the homework sheet 
each night. 

 

A Homework Folder will be given out on 
Mondays and is due on Thursdays. 

 

Please fill out an After School Plan 
sheet so I can know what your child is 
doing after school. 
 
If there’s any change in the schedule, 
please send a note or contact the 
office.  I do not always have time to 
check email/voicemail during the day. 
 
If a note is not written (or office 
called), your child will be sent home 
the way you have specified on the 
After School Plan! 

 

Dismissal and changes 
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Birthdays 

The 2:30 time frame works best with 
our schedule if you would like to 
bring/send a snack for your child’s 
birthday. 

 
If your child has a summer birthday, you 
can choose a day to bring/send snacks 
 
Please don’t bring balloons or party 
invitations to school! 

 

Homework 

Friday Folder 
Friday Folders go home at the end of 
the week and are due back on Monday.  
In it will be your child’s work and other 
notes or information.  Please look over 
and keep your child’s work.     

 

Money 
When sending any money to school, 
please put it in an envelope with your 
child’s name and what the money is for. 

 

Book Orders 

Book orders are online.  You are not 
obligated to buy.  I get points for orders 
to “buy” books for our classroom 
library. 
 
See Appendix D for Scholastic log-in 
information. 

 

Box Tops 
We will be saving Box Tops off of 
General Mills products.  The school gets 
money for this.     

 

For 
security, 
please 

check in at 
the office 
anytime 

you are in 
the 

building. 
 

 

Online Grades 
Please check your child’s grades 
periodically throughout the year.  If you 
have questions or concerns let me 
know.   
 
Username/ passwords mailed a couple 
of weeks after school starts. 

 


