
Burlington Middle School 

 

 

All interscholastic athletic/activity programs conducted in the Burlington school system shall be in 

accordance with the rules and regulations prescribed by the National Federation of State High School 

Associations or those approved by that organization.  Policies and guidelines set forth in the Kansas 

State High School Activities Association Handbook will be diligently adhered to and strictly enforced. 

 

Note from the Athletic Director 

 

I would like to welcome all of our sponsors, students and parents back for what we hope will be an 

excellent year at Burlington Middle School.  At Burlington Middle School we attempt to strike a balance 

between the goals of high academic achievement for our students integrated with a healthy approach to 

student activities.  With your help and support we can accomplish both objectives and provide maximum 

educational opportunities for students at Burlington Middle School. 

 

This document is a resource for sponsors, students and parents during the activity school year.  

Communication is essential for the success of any program and it is our hope at BMS that this handbook 

will answer any questions that you may have.   

 

Participation in extra-curricular activities is a PRIVILEGE. Student participants are not entitled to 

playing time, position on a team or other special considerations. These items are determined by ability, 

work ethic and commitment to a team/program. Burlington Schools’ coaches/sponsors are charged with 

teaching, evaluating and establishing the best team possible for available participants while keeping the 

focus on the educational process of extra-curricular activities. 

 

Parents are encouraged to support your child’s decision to participate in an activity and hope that you 

will be involved in the activities.  You are the key!  Help them understand and abide by the rules, 

regulations, and policies in this handbook. Set yourself as a role model for your student, in your actions 

throughout the activity season.  In a world that is flooded with drugs, alcohol and violence, we feel that 

with the support of the education system, the coaching staff and you, we can make a difference. 

 

Please take the time to read through the handbook.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

 

Charlie Whitworth 

Activity/Athletic Director 
 

 

   

 

 

 



Admission Fees 

 

 Admission fees for events at Burlington Middle School and other Pioneer League schools are $3 

for adults and $2 for students.  Fees may be different at non-league schools and junior varsity contests. 

 

Pioneer League Schools 
 

 

Burlington Middle School 

720 Cross 

Burlington, KS  66839 

 

 

Garnett Anderson Co. Middle School 

1100 W HWY 31 

Garnett, KS  66042 

 

Iola Middle School 

600 East St. 

Iola, KS 66749 

 

 

Osawatomie Middle School 

428 West Pacific Ave. 

Osawatomie, KS  66064 

 

 

Prairie View-LaCygne Middle School 

13667 Ks HWY 152 

LaCygne, KS  66040 

 

 

Santa Fe Trial-Carbondale Middle School 

15701 S. California Rd. 

Carbondale, KS  66414 

 

 

Wellsville Middle School 

602 Walnut St. 

Wellsville, KS  66092 

 

 

** Admission fees are subject to change. 
  



Policies Pertaining to Coaches 

 

Coaches Guidelines 

 

1. Procedures for buying equipment -  

 

 Place desired equipment on requisition form and give it to the athletic/activities director. 

 No equipment will be purchased without a purchase order and approval of the athletic director. 

 Orders will not be made via phone unless the athletic/activities director has completed and 

approve all other requirements. 

 The athletic/activities director and coach will go over all requested items and will consider them 

as to priority, specification and standardization. 

 The athletic/activities director will obtain approval for all orders through the superintendent. 

 

2. Coaches of the “next sport or activity in season” will not unduly promote their sport until the “sport 

in season” has been completed. 

 

3. The head coach is responsible for the behavior and safety of his/her players at all times they are 

representing Burlington Middle School as a participant 

 

4. It is the responsibility of the head coach to ensure that completed physical forms are on file with the  

Athletic/activities director prior to the student participating in any practices or contests, as applicable 

 

5. It is the responsibility of the head coach to ensure that all players for “in season sport” are  

academically eligible before you let them compete. 

 

6. The head coach shall be familiar with the rules of the KSHSAA handbook for their activity. 

 

7. Accountability of school owned athletic/activities equipment is the responsibility of all coaches.  All 

new equipment will be placed on inventory cards and accounted for at the end of each season. 

Records must be kept of students who have equipment checked out.  

 

8. Coaches will be responsible for checking out school uniforms and equipment.  A copy of the 

checkout sheet will be given to the athletic office at the beginning of the season. 

 

9. Coaches will be responsible for supervising the locker room before and after practice.  No athlete 

shall be left unattended. 

 

Discipline with Athletics/Activities 
 

From the position as coach, you may provide one of the greatest opportunities to understand the need for 

discipline that a student may encounter in his/her total educational experience.  Your turn out, 

procedures, attendance regulations and game tactics, as well as the manner in which you deal with rule 

violations will reflect your disciplinary abilities and greatly determine your effectiveness as a coach.  

The head coach is usually the judge of what shall be done when rules are violated, but the principal and 

athletic/activities director should be kept informed when any serious violation occurs.  Some standard 

guidelines might help to be more consistent when major infractions do occur. 

 

1.  We want to be firm, yet ensure that justice prevails. 



 

2.  We not only want what is best for all participants, we want what is best for the individual. 

 

3.  Suspension is usually the best device where major discipline is needed because it is felt most 

strongly by the individual and makes clear that the team will do without him/her if he/she does not 

live up to the standards set. 

 

 It is here that parents, teachers, and community may not always understand your actions (the 

individual almost always understands quite clearly) and you must take care to fully explain. 

 

It is the area of discipline that coaching efforts come to be taken seriously by administrators, teachers, 

community and most important, the participants. 

 

Injury Procedures 
 

Coaches’ responsibilities - 

 

1.  Coaches should be the first ones on the field/court to evaluate injuries and determine treatment. 

 

2.  Exercise caution when analyzing all injuries.  Contact parents of individual, doctor, and 

athletic/activities director in all cases when you are certain or when serious injury is possible. 

 

3.  If an athlete must be taken to the emergency room, the coach should stay with him until parents 

and/or athletic/activities director arrives. 

 

4.  If there is any question as to whether the injury is of a serious or a non-serious nature, it must be 

considered serious.   

 

5.  Coaches are required to carry a copy of the medical consent form to all practices and competitions.  

 

 

The Coach and Players 

 

In relationship with players, the coach should always be aware of the tremendous influence he/she 

wields, for good or bad.  Parents entrust their dearest possessions to the charge of the coach; and the 

coach, through example, must always be sure that his/her influence will have a positive effect upon the 

players.  It is our hope that each coach will produce a finer and better young person for having 

participated under his/her guidance. 

 

Every coach is a living example in the community.  It is vitally import that his/her actions and behavior 

bring credit to the school, athletes and community. 

 

The coach should instill within contestants an active concern and respect for excellence in academic 

learning as well as excellence in their activity or sport. 

 

Inclement Weather 

 

In situations where school is dismissed early because of inclement weather, all school athletic/activity 

practices will be canceled for that day. 



 

 

Policies Pertaining to Students 

 

Physical Forms 

 

No student will be allowed to participate in an organized practice until the following is on file with 

the school: 

 

a.  A current physical examination form - signed by a parent or legal guardian. 

 

b.  A medical consent form - signed by a parent or legal guardian. 

 

c.  An assumption of risk form - signed by a parent or legal guardian and student. 

 

d.  A concussion & head injury release form – signed by a parent or legal guardian and student. 

 

 

Medical Policy 
 

The school shall make available school accident insurance forms so students can purchase coverage for 

accidents if they so desire.  (This insurance policy is a secondary type policy.  It does not cover 

treatment services when benefits are payable under any other insurance or medical plan.) 
Please note the school insurance is a catastrophic insurance plan.  We cannot make any commitment as 

to when/if the KSHSAA catastrophic will cover. 

 

Practice 
  

Participants are expected to attend all practice sessions.  Unexcused absence from (one or more 

practices) could result in suspension for one contest.  Persistent violations (two or more absences) will 

result in the offender being dropped from the squad.  The head coach will determine if an absence is 

excused or unexcused.  Unexcused absence from school on the day of a contest will prohibit an 

individual from participation in that contest.  A student must check in at the office by 12:00 noon on the 

day of a contest if he/she wants to participate in any after school activity (games and/or practices) unless 

other arrangements have been made.  A student is required to be in school on time the day after an 

activity.  Failure to do so will result in disciplinary action. 

 

“Two-a-day” football and volleyball practices may begin before the opening of school.  If, as a result of 

extenuating circumstances, it is necessary for an individual to miss some of these practice sessions, 

arrangements must be made through the head coach. 

 

 

Substance Use 
 

The use or possession of  

 Intoxicating beverages  

 Tobacco in any form including electronic cigarettes 

 Vaping in any form 

 Illegal drugs 



 Prescription drugs without correct medical prescription 

while participating in interscholastic sports and/or KSHSSA sponsored activities is prohibited.  See 

KSHSSA activities journal for a list of activities. Any observation of violation, by staff or law 

enforcement should be reported to the administration, head coach and/or sponsor for their information.  

Any violation (in admittance to or observation of) will result in the following procedures: 

 

a. First offense - suspension from the next two (2) consecutive calendar performance dates. 

These only include the KSHSSA sponsored activities the student participates in and may 

carry over between seasons. 

 

b. Second offense - suspension from all interscholastic sports and/or school sponsored activities 

for the remainder of that school year. 

 

It should be the duty of any and all coaches knowing of or observing a violation to report it to the 

athletic/activities director and/or principal. 

 

 

Student in Good Standing 

 

KSHSAA Rule 14 “Bona Fide Student” 

 

1. In order to be eligible for participation, the student must be a bona fide undergraduate member of 

that school and in good standing 

a. A student who is under penalty of suspension or whose character or conduct bring 

discredit to the school or student, as determined by administration, is not in good 

standing and is ineligible for a period of time as specified by the administration. 
b. Burlington Schools’ Administration with cooperation from coaching / sponsors has the 

final determination of a bona fide student in good standing. 



2. Community and Law Enforcement Authorities 
 

Any student who has been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony crime or been adjudicated a juvenile 

offender shall not be allowed to participate in and represent the school in any interscholastic activity 

until they have completed and complied with all orders of the court.  Probation is not considered as part 

of nor does it pertain to this policy. 

 

Sportsmanship 
 

Good sportsmanship is a major goal of Burlington’s athletic/activities program.  Good sportsmanship 

involves two things:  (1) devotion to sport (hard work) and (2) graceful acceptance of results, a high 

standard of conduct in honest competition.  Repeated poor sportsmanship or negative conduct by an 

athlete will result in a meeting with the sponsor, player, parent and athletic director before the next 

contest to determine a plan of action. 

 

Profanity 
 

Profanity will not be condoned on the practice field, in the locker rooms or in contests.  Persistent 

violators will be suspended from competition.  Profanity is evidence of poor sportsmanship and is 

offensive to other players, coaches, officials and the public. 

 

Activity Participation 

 

A student participating in an activity is expected to complete the full season of that activity.  If 

circumstances arise causing the student to be unable to finish the season, the student is responsible for 

notifying the coach and/or sponsor of that activity.  All equipment must be turned in before the student 

will be allowed to participate in another activity. 

 

If a student wishes to switch sports, they must have the approval of both coaches and the Athletic 

Director. 

 

Students participating in activities must ride to and from all activities with the team, unless being 

released to parents.  Students can only be released to parents after an activity.  If special circumstances 

arise, a written request for approval must be made to the principal/activity director 24 hours in advance 

of the activity. 

 

Communicating with Coach/Sponsor 

 

Burlington Middle School has a primary mission to provide opportunities for students to gain valuable 

educational experiences through extra-curricular activities. Throughout your participanttion in extra-

curricular activity you may have questions that arise. The following protocol should be followed when 

contacting a coach/sponsor with a concern. 

1. Allow emotions to settle for at least 24 hours before making contact with coach/sponsor 

2. Contact coach/sponsor via email or phone – following these steps 

a. Step I: Determine whether coach/sponsor and participant have spoken regarding the 

concern 

b. Step II: Set a meeting with coach / sponsor, parent and participant if necessary 

c. Step III: If concern is not addressed contact Activities Director to schedule meeting 

with coach/sponsor, parent, participant and activities director 



d. Step IV: Contact Principal to set meeting with coach/sponsor, parent, participant, AD and 

Principal. 

e. Step V: If concern had not been resolved, contact USD 244 Board Clerk to receive formal 

complaint form and instructions. 

 

 Failure to comply with protocol may result is suspension from attending Burlington School 

activity events. 

 

 

 


