
Prom Information Parent Letter – Pirate's Paradise Prom ‘21 

Parents - 

Your kids have been doing an excellent job in making decisions and gearing up for the Prom season. It has been a year of 

uncertainty, but we are certainly having Prom.  

The date for Prom is Saturday, April 24th. Official Grand March start time is 7:00 pm. Prom gets over at 11:00 pm and 

the students head off to After-Prom.  

Within this long letter (apologies, but the information is worth it), you’ll see updates from each prom committee on 

decisions they have made. Some decisions were made to make Prom look as normal as possible. Some were made with 

the idea that we need to keep spectators and students as spread out as possible. However, the proudest thing I can say is 

the kids made nearly all of the decisions.  

At the bottom of this letter, we have listed certain jobs that we would like parents to be involved in during the 

preparation or completion of Prom. We are not signing anyone up yet, but just getting a list out there for parents to start 

making plans.  

The administration has approved out of town dates attending prom this year. Students will still be required to wear masks 

throughout the evening, as well.  

Thanks for being a crucial part of the Prom process. Although it is our first year as Prom sponsors, we have seen the way 

classes do it before. Some groups of parents become too involved. Some groups of parents don’t get involved at all. It is 

a relief to know that this group of parents have naturally found a balance of the two.  

 - Diane Marshall, Holly Thomsen, and Michael Vander Linden 

Lead Sponsors of Junior Class 

 

Grand March Update 

The Grand March will look a little differently this year than it has in the past. Instead of having it inside where 

there would be restrictions on the number of spectators, we have decided to move it outdoors to where there will be 

fewer restrictions. Students and their dates will pull up behind the middle school where chauffeurs will be waiting for 

them. The dates will be driven up and dropped off between the middle school and high school, where they will walk 

down the sidewalk and into the school. This will give students the opportunity to show off their cars, while still keeping 

the traditional walk for photo ops. Spectators will be seated on the sides in chairs that they bring on their own. 

Obviously, we are planning on the weather cooperating on this day. However, we do have backup plans in case of 

inclement weather.  We will constantly monitor the weather and provide updates as needed.  If it is lightly raining, we 

will have people with umbrellas waiting for the students to get out of their cars and walk with them up to the school. If it 

is raining too hard, we will move the Grand March into the theater, which could invoke some restrictions. 

As the students enter the building, they will have their photo taken by Mrs. Loucks. This will be in front of a 

pirate themed decoration. This will include the pirate deck, which will need to be built. Something built like this. We will 

paint a ship and place plastic skeleton parts on the ship. We will build the pieces coming out of the ship. The picture 

shown below is the idea we are basing this off of.  

 

 

 

 

 



Food Update 

The food for prom will be composed of mainly appetizers. There will be three hot dishes each with a pirate 

theme: meatballs (cannon balls), nacho cheese (liquid gold), and smokies. The hot food will need to be served to follow 

COVID precautions. We will also have pre-made individual snacks including assortments of chips and fruit. There will 

be a signature blue punch drink, small barrel juices, and small water bottles for people to drink.  

 

Commons Decorations Update 

Decorations for the commons will mainly be on the tables. We have three set ideas for the tables/centerpieces:  all the 

tables will be covered in either a white or black tablecloth. Half of the white table clothed tables will have black skull 

and crossbones flags on top, the other white tablecloths will have gold sequined fabric, and the black table clothed tables 

will have white fishnet.  All tables will also have lighted centerpieces and pirate-y items.  The food tables will have 

similar decorations.  The drink tables will be barrels with wood planks on top. See below ideas of table designs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance/Gym Decorations Update 

The dance will be about the same as it is during a normal year: the traditional DJ, lights, etc. We have decided to 

move the dance into the gym this year so that it will be easier to space everybody out. After every two or three songs, we 

will pause the music and space everybody out. This is where we bring in some different ideas. During this time, we will 

have “instructors” come in and teach everyone how to do different dances. We will have multiple dances being taught 

throughout the night, including swing/line dancing, footloose, and some others. If students do not wish to participate in 

this, they can go get snacks or just hang out. 

In regards to decorations, we have several things planned. The main dance will be in the middle of the gym on the 

basketball court. Most likely, this means we will have to place a tarp down so there is limited scuff marks on the gym 

floor. The DJ will be stationed on the West side of the gym close to the padding. The bleachers on the North side of the 

gym will be partially pulled out for extra seating. On both the East and West sides of the North bleachers, we will have a 

pirate flag painted and hung up. We will have the South side of the gym partially sectioned off with canvases painted 

with different designs on them. On the East side of the gym, across from the DJ, there will be a photobooth set up so that 

students can take pictures with their friends. Some of the design concepts are inserted below.  

We will be coming up with a paint schedule shortly to hand out next week. There will be miscellaneous nights that we 

can paint in the theater, which allows us to leave them out to dry overnight.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Help 

Remember, we are not signing anyone up at this time. We are only putting out our ideas. We will get dates for painting 

and a sign up for these positions within a week or two. Anyone coming to the school to assist with these tasks must wear 

a mask. 

Prom Painting – As many parents as possible. We will get a list of dates out soon.  

Prom Deck Building – Any parents that would like to be involved. See above for the deck idea.  

Prom Setup throughout the school day on Friday, April 23rd (10) 

Prep Food – Saturday the 24th Mid-morning (5) 

Serve Food/Mix Drinks – During Prom (5) 

Chauffeurs - During Grand March (15) 

Weather People/Umbrellas. - During Grand March. See above for this concept. (10) 

Chaperones for the Gym/Commons - During Prom (5) 

Prom Cleanup – Saturday the 24th after Prom is over (20) 

 


