
Burlington High School 

National Honor Society 

 
Bylaws 

 

Article I 

Name and Affiliation 

 

Section 1  The name of this chapter shall be the Burlington High School 

Chapter of the National Honor Society of Secondary Schools, 

which appears on the charter granted by the National Council of 

the National Honor Society, duly signed by the national 

secretary. 

 

Section 2 The object of this chapter shall be to create an enthusiasm for 

scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to promote 

worthy leadership, and to encourage the development of 

character in all students of the High School. 

 

Article II 

Selection of Members 

 

Section 1 Membership in this chapter shall be based upon scholarship, 

service, leadership, character, and active participation. 

 

 The student must be a second semester sophomore, junior or 

senior. 

 The student must have attended Burlington High School for at 

least one semester. 

 The student must have a weighted GPA of 3.5 or above. 

 The student must have demonstrated active participation, 

leadership, and service. 

 The student must demonstrate high character as evidenced in 

teacher evaluations. 

 

Section 2 Method of Selection 

 

A. The NHS Advisor will review transcripts of students who have 

completed at least the first semester of their sophomore year to 

determine GPA eligibility. 

 

 

 

 



B. The NHS Advisor will notify qualifying students of GPA eligibility and 

invite them to indicate their interest in becoming members of the 

Burlington High chapter by completing a student activity information 

form.  Notification will be in writing. 

 

C. The NHS Advisor will hold one meeting to answer questions about the 

National Honor Society, procedures, activities, and expectations. 

 

D. Each interested student will complete the information form and submit 

it to the NHS Advisor by the announced deadline. 

 

E. The NHS Advisor will distribute character evaluation forms to faculty 

and receive the completed forms.  These evaluations are for the 

purpose of gathering faculty input about the candidates but the names 

of all candidates will be submitted to the Faculty Council for final 

selection. 

 

F. The election of members to this chapter of the National Honor Society 

shall be by a chapter council, consisting of five members of the faculty 

who are to be chosen by the principal.  The chapter advisor is also an 

ex-oficio, non-voting, sixth member of the council.   

 

G. In the case of actions being considered regarding the child of a member 

of the faculty council:  that member will remove himself/herself while 

his/her child is being considered. 

 

H. The advisor of the National Honor Society will discuss the results of 

the selection with the Principal prior to notifying any candidate of the 

results of the selection. 

 

I. The NHS Advisor will notify all students who submitted information 

forms of the faculty council's decision.  Notification will be in writing. 

An induction ceremony will be held for new members. 

 

Article III 

Officers and Duties 

 

Section 1 Officers of the National Honor Society will be president, vice-

president, secretary, treasurer and student council 

representative. 

 

Section 2 The president shall preside at chapter meetings and executive 

committee meetings.  The president may appoint special 

committees. 



 

Section 3 The vice-president shall act in the absence of the president and 

will be in charge of the annual chapter service project. 

 

Section 4 The secretary shall record attendance at each meeting, keep and 

record the minutes and conduct all correspondence on behalf of 

the chapter. 

 

Section 5 The treasurer shall collect and record dues and handle all other 

financial matters of the chapter.  The treasurer will work with 

the chapter advisor and the school activities secretary to 

maintain an account of chapter funds. 

 

Section 6 Election of officers will be held at the regular May meeting of 

the chapter.  Installation of officers will follow election. 

 

Section 7 The officers and the chapter advisor serve as the executive 

committee. 

 

Article IV 

Dues and Meetings 

 

Section 1 The amount of the annual dues will be determined by the 

executive committee.  They will not exceed the limit set by the 

national organization. 

 

Section 2 Regular meetings will be held during the school activity period 

as scheduled by the administrator in charge of activities.  

Special meetings may be called by the executive committee.  

Notification of special meetings will be made at least two weeks 

in advance. 

 

Article V 

Member Obligations 

 

Section 1 Members are expected to attend all meetings of the chapter.  If a 

member is unable to attend a meeting, the member must submit 

a written excuse to the secretary.  Absences should be excused in 

advance unless due to illness or an emergency. 

 

Section 2 Each member shall have the responsibility for choosing and 

participating in service projects which reflect his or her 

particular talents and interests.  The service projects shall fulfill 

a need within the school or community.  Members will commit a 



minimum of 30 hours of service during the school year to their 

projects that will include chapter service projects.  Projects 

should be cleared with the NHS advisor at the beginning of the 

school year.  The NHS advisor will assist students in developing 

projects. 

 

Section 3 All members shall regularly participate in a chapter service 

project. 

 

Section 4 Members shall maintain the same standards of character, 

scholarship, service, and leadership which were the basis for 

their selection. 

 

Article VI 

Discipline and Dismissal 

 

Section 1  Members who fall below the standards which were the basis for 

their selection or who fail to fulfill the obligations of members 

shall be warned in writing by the NHS advisor and given a 

reasonable amount of time to correct the deficiency, except that 

in the case of flagrant violation of school rules or civic laws a 

member does not necessarily have to be warned.  

 

Section 2  Members who face dismissal shall be given an opportunity to 

address the faculty advisory council regarding the infraction(s) 

for which they face dismissal.  Dismissal is not automatic. 

 

Section 3 A member who has been dismissed may appeal the decision of 

the faculty advisory council under the same rules for 

disciplinary appeals in the school district. 

 

Section 4 Any member who is dismissed shall return the emblem of the 

organization to the chapter advisor. 

 

Article VII 

Amendments 

 

Section 1 Amendments to these bylaws shall be presented in writing to 

the membership one meeting before being voted on. 

 

Section 2 Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the 

members present at the meeting. 
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